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America will remain the world’s only superpower for the foreseeable future.
But what sort of superpower? What role should America play in the
world? What role do you want America to play?

Ian Bremmer argues that Washington’s directionless foreign policy has become
prohibitively expensive and increasingly dangerous. Since the end of the Cold
War, U.S. policymakers have stumbled from crisis to crisis in Afghanistan, Iraq,
Iran, Libya, Syria, and Ukraine without a clear strategy. Ordinary Americans too
often base their foreign policy choices on allegiance or opposition to the party in
power. We can no longer afford this complacency, especially now that both
parties are deeply divided about America’s role in the world. The next
presidential election could easily pit an interventionist Democrat against an
isolationist Republican—or the exact opposite.

As 2016 rapidly approaches, Bremmer urges every American to think more
deeply about what sort of country America should be and how it should use its
superpower status. He explores three options:

 Independent America asserts that it’s time for America to declare
independence from the responsibility to solve other people’s problems. Instead,
Americans should lead by example—in part, by investing in the country’s vast
untapped potential.

 Moneyball America acknowledges that Washington can’t meet every
international challenge. With a clear-eyed assessment of U.S. strengths and
limitations, we must look beyond empty arguments over exceptionalism and
American values. The priorities must be to focus on opportunities and to defend
U.S. interests where they’re threatened.

 Indispensable America argues that only America can defend the values on
which global stability increasingly depends. In today’s interdependent,
hyperconnected world, a turn inward would undermine America’s own security
and prosperity. We will never live in a stable world while others are denied their
most basic freedoms—from China to Russia to the Middle East and beyond.

There are sound arguments for and against each of these choices, but we must
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choose. Washington can no longer improvise a foreign policy without a lasting
commitment to a coherent strategy.

As Bremmer notes, “When I began writing this book, I didn’t know which of
these three choices I would favor. It’s easy to be swayed by pundits and
politicians with a story to sell or an ax to grind. My attempt to make the most
honest and forceful case I could make for each of these three arguments helped
me understand what I believe and why I believe it. I hope it will do the same for
you. I don’t ask you to agree with me. I ask only that you choose.”
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America will remain the world’s only superpower for the foreseeable future. But what sort of
superpower? What role should America play in the world? What role do you want America to play?

Ian Bremmer argues that Washington’s directionless foreign policy has become prohibitively expensive and
increasingly dangerous. Since the end of the Cold War, U.S. policymakers have stumbled from crisis to crisis
in Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Libya, Syria, and Ukraine without a clear strategy. Ordinary Americans too often
base their foreign policy choices on allegiance or opposition to the party in power. We can no longer afford
this complacency, especially now that both parties are deeply divided about America’s role in the world. The
next presidential election could easily pit an interventionist Democrat against an isolationist Republican—or
the exact opposite.

As 2016 rapidly approaches, Bremmer urges every American to think more deeply about what sort of
country America should be and how it should use its superpower status. He explores three options:

 Independent America asserts that it’s time for America to declare independence from the responsibility to
solve other people’s problems. Instead, Americans should lead by example—in part, by investing in the
country’s vast untapped potential.

 Moneyball America acknowledges that Washington can’t meet every international challenge. With a clear-
eyed assessment of U.S. strengths and limitations, we must look beyond empty arguments over
exceptionalism and American values. The priorities must be to focus on opportunities and to defend U.S.
interests where they’re threatened.

 Indispensable America argues that only America can defend the values on which global stability
increasingly depends. In today’s interdependent, hyperconnected world, a turn inward would undermine
America’s own security and prosperity. We will never live in a stable world while others are denied their
most basic freedoms—from China to Russia to the Middle East and beyond.

There are sound arguments for and against each of these choices, but we must choose. Washington can no
longer improvise a foreign policy without a lasting commitment to a coherent strategy.

As Bremmer notes, “When I began writing this book, I didn’t know which of these three choices I would
favor. It’s easy to be swayed by pundits and politicians with a story to sell or an ax to grind. My attempt to
make the most honest and forceful case I could make for each of these three arguments helped me
understand what I believe and why I believe it. I hope it will do the same for you. I don’t ask you to agree
with me. I ask only that you choose.”
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Editorial Review

Review

“This brilliant and provocative book is required reading for every presidential candidate in 2016—and
everyone who will cast a vote.”
—Nouriel Roubini, chairman of Roubini Global Economics

“Superpower is an insightful and original piece of work—drawing on Bremmer’s remarkable understanding
of politics, America, and the world. This is a must read for all those concerned with the twenty-first-century
geopolitical landscape.”
—Christine Lagarde, managing director of the International Monetary Fund

“Bremmer has become something of a national treasure. His clarity of thought and presentation make
Superpower an exceptionally illuminating read. Whether you’re a policymaker, scholar, or voter seeking
perspective on our critical choices ahead, Superpower is indispensable.”
—Jon Huntsman, Jr., chairman of the Atlantic Council; former governor of Utah and U.S. ambassador to
China

“This book provides a clear and incisive way to think about America’s role in the world. Should it focus on
its interests, its values, or its domestic needs? Bremmer offers his own opinions, but more important, he will
help you sharpen your own.”
—Walter Isaacson, president and CEO of the Aspen Institute; bestselling author of Steve Jobs and The
Innovators

“Bremmer deals with America’s role in a world in transition with honesty and sincerity. This is a valuable
contribution to an important debate from an experienced and insightful leader.”
—Jeffrey R. Immelt, chairman and CEO of GEISBN978

About the Author
IAN BREMMER is the president and founder of Eurasia Group, the leading global political risk research
and consulting firm. He has published nine books, including the national bestsellers The End of the Free
Market and Every Nation for Itself. He lectures widely and writes a weekly foreign affairs column for Time
magazine, where he’s editor at large. He lives in New York City.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
"I promise to tell you exactly what I believe and why I believe it. But this book is about what you think.
Whether you’re an American or the proud citizen of another country, I want to know what role you believe
the only superpower should play in our world. If you finish this book with a strong opinion, especially if it’s
a bit different from the one you have at this moment, and even if it’s the opposite of mine, this book will
have served its purpose."

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Debbie Siegel:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Superpower: Three Choices for America's Role in the World, you may tells your family, friends and
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Richard Davy:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Superpower: Three Choices for
America's Role in the World, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Tracy Lindsey:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Superpower: Three Choices for America's
Role in the World can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Superpower: Three Choices
for America's Role in the World.

Bernice Bland:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Superpower: Three Choices for America's Role in the
World or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Superpower: Three Choices for America's Role in the World to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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