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Thisisthe first academic study of sneakers and the subculture that surrounds
them. Since the 1980s, American sneaker enthusiasts, popularly known as
"sneakerheadst? or "sneakerholicst?, have created a distinctive identity for
themselves, while sneaker manufacturers such as Reebok, Puma and Nike have
become global fashion brands.

How have sneakers come to gain this status and what makes them fashionable?
In what ways are sneaker subcultures bound up with gender identity and why are
sneakerholics mostly young men? Based on the author's own ethnographic
fieldwork in New Y ork, where sneaker subculture is said to have originated, this
unique study traces the transformation of sneakers from sportswear to fashion
symbol.

Sheaker s explores the obsessions and idiosyncrasies surrounding the sneaker
phenomenon, from competitive subcultures to sneaker painting and artwork. It is
avaluable contribution to the growing study of footwear in fashion studies and
will appeal to students of fashion theory, gender studies, sociology, and popular
culture.
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Thisisthe first academic study of sneakers and the subculture that surrounds them. Since the 1980s,
American sneaker enthusiasts, popularly known as "sneakerheadst? or "sneakerhaolicst?, have created a
distinctive identity for themselves, while sneaker manufacturers such as Reebok, Puma and Nike have
become global fashion brands.

How have sneakers come to gain this status and what makes them fashionable? In what ways are sneaker
subcultures bound up with gender identity and why are sneakerholics mostly young men? Based on the
author's own ethnographic fieldwork in New Y ork, where sneaker subculture is said to have originated, this
unique study traces the transformation of sneakers from sportswear to fashion symbol.

Sheakers explores the obsessions and idiosyncrasies surrounding the sneaker phenomenon, from competitive
subcultures to sneaker painting and artwork. It is a valuable contribution to the growing study of footwear in
fashion studies and will appeal to students of fashion theory, gender studies, sociology, and popular culture.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Finally, abook on sneakers for fashion scholars! No singleitem of clothing has played alarger rolein
American youth cultural history, and Kawamura does a brilliant job of recounting that history,
contextualizing sneakers within the post-subcultural moment, and placing them in tension with larger debates
in fashion studies.” ?Brent Luvaas, Drexel University, USA

“Kawamura's Sheakers convinces that a considered sociology of asingle everyday object — albeit an
infamous commodity that solicits consumer madness and subcultural respect — creates a worthy
interdisciplinary globa phenomenon called 'sneakerology'.” ?Alison Gill, University of Western Sydney,
Australia

About the Author

Yuniya Kawamura is Professor of Sociology at the Fashion Institute of Technology, State University of
New York, USA. Sheisthe author of The Japanese Revolution in Paris Fashion (Berg, 2004), Fashion-
ology (Berg, 2005), Doing Research in Fashion and Dress (Berg, 2011), and Fashioning Japanese
Subcultures (Berg, 2012).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Helen Thibodeaux:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Sneakers: Fashion, Gender, and Subculture (Dress, Body, Culture). Try to
make book Sneakers: Fashion, Gender, and Subculture (Dress, Body, Culture) as your good friend. It means
that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it isvery fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Danny Chamberland:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Sneakers. Fashion, Gender, and
Subculture (Dress, Body, Culture) will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable
book with you?
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Mildred Smith:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read abook. It isreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading areserve. The book Sneakers. Fashion, Gender, and Subculture (Dress, Body, Culture)
it is quite good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou
can mOore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features
high quality.

Scott Reisinger:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Sneakers. Fashion, Gender, and
Subculture (Dress, Body, Culture) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman
but for al of you who wantsto end up being success person. So, for every you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you may pick Sneakers: Fashion, Gender, and Subculture (Dress, Body, Culture) become
your starter.
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