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This popular text is a true introduction to qualitative research, leading the new
researcher into the field by explaining the core concepts through theory, research,
and applied examples. The authors introduce each chapter with discussions
among three characters - Ruth, Marla, and Anthony - students whose research
projects demonstrate the challenges and excitement of qualitative research.
Woven into the chapters and the characters' stories are three themes that are the
heart of the book: First, research is about learning; second, research can and
should be useful; and finally, a researcher should practice the highest ethical
standards to ensure that a study is trustworthy.
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Editorial Review

Review
“I have reviewed a large number of qualitative research books. You learn quickly to decipher when a book’s
authors are simply writing conceptually versus when they are writing from solid fieldwork experience.
Rossman and Rallis, out of their depth of real-world experience, illuminate qualitative research as the
integration of science and art.” (Michael Quinn Patton)

About the Author

Gretchen B. Rossman is Professor of International Education at the Center for International Education at
the University of Massachusetts Amherst. She received her PhD in education from the University of
Pennsylvania with a specialization in higher education administration. She has served as a visiting professor
at Harvard University’s Graduate School of Education. Prior to coming to the University of Massachusetts,
she was Senior Research Associate at Research for Better Schools in Philadelphia. With an international
reputation as a qualitative methodologist, she has expertise in qualitative research design and methods,
mixed- methods monitoring and evaluation, and inquiry in education. Over the past 30+ years, she has
coauthored numerous books, two of which are editions of major qualitative research texts (this fourth edition
of Learning in the Field, with Sharon Rallis, and Designing Qualitative Research, 6th edition, with Catherine
Marshall?both widely used guides to qualitative inquiry). She has authored or coauthored more than 45
articles, book chapters, and technical reports focused on methodological issues in qualitative research
syntheses, validity in qualitative research, mixed-methods evaluation practice, and ethical research practice,
as well as the analysis and evaluation of educational reform initiatives both in the United States and
internationally.

Professor Rossman has served as principal investigator (PI) or co-PI on several international projects in such
countries as Azerbaijan, India, Malawi, Palestine, Senegal, Tanzania, and the Gambia, as well as external
evaluator on several domestic projects, including a Department of Education–funded reform initiative, a
National Science Foundation–funded middle-grades science initiative, and a number of projects
implementing more inclusive practices for students with disabilities. She regularly presents papers at the
annual meetings of the American Educational Research Association and the Comparative and International
Education Society. 

Sharon F. Rallis is Dwight W. Allen Distinguished Professor of Education Policy and Reform at the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst. Previously, she was professor of education at the University of
Connecticut; lecturer on education at Harvard; and associate professor of educational leadership at Peabody
College, Vanderbilt University. Her doctorate is from the Harvard Graduate School of Education. She has
coauthored numerous books, including several on leadership: Principals of Dynamic Schools: Taking Charge
of Change (with Ellen Goldring); Dynamic Teachers: Leaders of Change (with Gretchen Rossman); Leading
Dynamic Schools: How to Create and Implement Ethical Policies (with Gretchen Rossman and others); and
Leading With Inquiry and Action: How Principals Improve Teaching and Learning (with Matthew Militello
and Ellen Goldring). Her numerous articles, book chapters, edited volumes, and technical reports address
issues of research and evaluation methodology, ethical practice in research and evaluation, education policy
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and leadership, and school reform.

A past-president of the American Evaluation Association (2005) and current editor of the American Journal
of Evaluation, Professor Rallis has been involved with education and evaluation for more than three decades.
She has been a teacher, counselor, principal, researcher, program evaluator, director of a major federal
school reform initiative, and an elected school board member. Currently, her teaching includes courses on
inquiry, program evaluation, qualitative methodology, and organizational theory. Her research has focused
on the local implementation of programs driven by federal, state, or district policies. As external evaluator or
principal investigator (PI), she has studied a variety of domestic and international policy and reform efforts,
such as alternative professional development for leaders; collaborations between agencies responsible for
educating incarcerated or institutionalized youth; initiatives supporting inclusive education for children and
youth with disabilities; local school governance and leadership; labor-management relations in school
districts; and leadership development. Her work with students on evaluation and qualitative methodology has
taken her as far as Afghanistan, Turkey, and Palestine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angel Garcia:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Learning in the Field: An Introduction to Qualitative
Research. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important any book Learning in the Field: An Introduction to Qualitative Research. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Thomas Murray:

The event that you get from Learning in the Field: An Introduction to Qualitative Research is the more deep
you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but Learning in the Field: An Introduction to Qualitative Research
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this Learning in the
Field: An Introduction to Qualitative Research instantly.

Aaron Marks:

The book untitled Learning in the Field: An Introduction to Qualitative Research contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author
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brings you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Jennifer Evans:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Learning in the Field: An Introduction to
Qualitative Research or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any
other book likes Learning in the Field: An Introduction to Qualitative Research to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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