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The study of war in all periods of prehistory and recorded history has always
commanded the attention of historians, dramatists, poets and artists. The study of
peace has, however, not yet gained a comparable readership, and the subject is
attracting an increasing amount of scholarly research.

This volume presents the first work of academic research to tackle this imbalance
head on. It looks at war and peace through the ages, from the Classical world
through to the 18th century. It considers the nature and advocacy of war and
peace both from an historical perspective but also a philosophical one,
particularly looking at how universal peace, which began as a personal
philosophy, became over the centuries a political philosophy that underpins much
of modern society's attitudes towards warfare and militarism.

Roger Manning begins his journey through history by looking at the Greek
martial ethos and philosophical concepts of peace and war in the ancient world;
moving through the Roman empire's military advances, he explores the concepts
of war and peace in the medieval world and the Renaissance, with the writing of
Machiavelli and Erasmus; finally, his account of the search for a science of peace
in the 17th and 18th centuries brings the book to its conclusion.
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The study of war in all periods of prehistory and recorded history has always commanded the attention of
historians, dramatists, poets and artists. The study of peace has, however, not yet gained a comparable
readership, and the subject is attracting an increasing amount of scholarly research.

This volume presents the first work of academic research to tackle this imbalance head on. It looks at war
and peace through the ages, from the Classical world through to the 18th century. It considers the nature and
advocacy of war and peace both from an historical perspective but also a philosophical one, particularly
looking at how universal peace, which began as a personal philosophy, became over the centuries a political
philosophy that underpins much of modern society's attitudes towards warfare and militarism.

Roger Manning begins his journey through history by looking at the Greek martial ethos and philosophical
concepts of peace and war in the ancient world; moving through the Roman empire's military advances, he
explores the concepts of war and peace in the medieval world and the Renaissance, with the writing of
Machiavelli and Erasmus; finally, his account of the search for a science of peace in the 17th and 18th
centuries brings the book to its conclusion.
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Editorial Review

Review
In this smart and tightly argued book Professor Manning offers a compelling explanation for why war and a
martial ethos became so entrenched in the western imagination since antiquity, and why a peace alternative
had such difficulty taking hold, at least until the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Anyone interested in
learning about the history of war and peace ideas will find this well-researched and richly contextualized
work indispensable. Ben Lowe, Professor of History, Florida Atlantic University, USA and author of
Imagining Peace: A History of Early English Pacifist Ideas, 1340-1560 An important work on a crucial
aspect of political thought. Manning ranges widely to offer a coherent, interesting and engaged account.
Deserves much attention. Jeremy Black, Professor of History, University of Exeter, UK The intelligent
observer of current world tensions can neither avoid hearing nebulous phrases such as "holy war" and "just
war," nor fully understand a discussion of limited war given the unquestioned acceptance of a temporally
unbound war on terror. This book, whose appearance may be adventitious, is nevertheless indispensable by
providing a cogent historical context for understanding how Western thinkers-from the ancient through the
early modern periods-conceptualized war and peace. Manning (emer., history, Cleveland State Univ.)
accomplishes this in what is (mostly) a chronological narrative of the conflicts themselves, as well as a
discussion of how Western intellectuals thought about violence (intrastate and interstate). The author
discusses every major political thinker, from Hesiod through Kant, with a view toward understanding the
development of each thinker's ideas through his interaction with contemporaneous conflicts, other
intellectuals, and an understanding of past wars. As an example of the latter, Manning argues that Hobbes
developed his analysis of how and why societies go to war from translating Thucydides's Peloponnesian
War. The author's reliance on both primary and secondary sources, coupled with a scholarly and balanced
perspective, goes a long way towards contextualizing current political rhetoric. Summing Up: Highly
recommended. Upper-division undergraduates and above. CHOICE

About the Author
Roger B. Manning is Emeritus Professor of History, Cleveland State University, USA. He has published
widely on British and military history, including An Apprenticeship in Arms (2006) and Swordsmen: The
Martial Ethos in the Three Kingdoms (2003).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the War and Peace in the Western Political
Imagination: From Classical Antiquity to the Age of Reason is kind of publication which is giving the reader
capricious experience.
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Carolyn Livingston:

The book War and Peace in the Western Political Imagination: From Classical Antiquity to the Age of
Reason will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you.
The book War and Peace in the Western Political Imagination: From Classical Antiquity to the Age of
Reason is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Leslie Heidelberg:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The War
and Peace in the Western Political Imagination: From Classical Antiquity to the Age of Reason provide you
with new experience in studying a book.

Arlene Farmer:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This War and Peace in the Western Political
Imagination: From Classical Antiquity to the Age of Reason can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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