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Life, Alice McKinley feels, is just one big embarrassment. Here she is, about to
be a teenager and she doesn't know how. It's worse for her than for anyone else,
she believes, because she has no role model. Her mother has been dead for years.
Help and advice can only come from her father, manager of a music store, and
her nineteen-year-old brother, who is a slob. What do they know about being a
teen age girl?

What she needs, Alice decides, is a gorgeous woman who does everything right,
as a roadmap, so to speak. If only she finds herself, when school begins, in the
classroom of the beautiful sixth-grade teacher, Miss Cole, her troubles will be
over. Unfortunately, she draws the homely, pear-shaped Mrs. Plotkin. One of
Mrs. Plotkin's first assignments is for each member of the class to keep a journal
of their thoughts and feelings. Alice calls hers "The Agony of Alice," and in it
she records all the embarrassing things that happen to her.

Through the school year, Alice has lots to record. She also comes to know the
lovely Miss Cole, as well as Mrs. Plotkin. And she meets an aunt and a female
cousin whom she has not really known before. Out of all this, to her amazement,
comes a role model -- one that she would never have accepted before she made a
few very important discoveries on her own, things no roadmap could have shown
her. Alice moves on, ready to be a wise teenager.
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Life, Alice McKinley feels, is just one big embarrassment. Here she is, about to be a teenager and she doesn't
know how. It's worse for her than for anyone else, she believes, because she has no role model. Her mother
has been dead for years. Help and advice can only come from her father, manager of a music store, and her
nineteen-year-old brother, who is a slob. What do they know about being a teen age girl?

What she needs, Alice decides, is a gorgeous woman who does everything right, as a roadmap, so to speak. If
only she finds herself, when school begins, in the classroom of the beautiful sixth-grade teacher, Miss Cole,
her troubles will be over. Unfortunately, she draws the homely, pear-shaped Mrs. Plotkin. One of Mrs.
Plotkin's first assignments is for each member of the class to keep a journal of their thoughts and feelings.
Alice calls hers "The Agony of Alice," and in it she records all the embarrassing things that happen to her.

Through the school year, Alice has lots to record. She also comes to know the lovely Miss Cole, as well as
Mrs. Plotkin. And she meets an aunt and a female cousin whom she has not really known before. Out of all
this, to her amazement, comes a role model -- one that she would never have accepted before she made a few
very important discoveries on her own, things no roadmap could have shown her. Alice moves on, ready to
be a wise teenager.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-7- Alice's mother died when she was four. Now a sixth grader, she finds her all-male household no
help with the process of growing up female. Through a series of incidents both hilarious and poignant, Alice
searches for a female to help her cope with her adolescent anxieties. At first repulsed by her physically
unattractive teacher, Mrs. Plotkin, Alice gradually realizes that although surrounded by a variety of role
models, it is kind, sensitive Mrs. Plotkin who she wants to be like. The lively style exhibits a deft touch at
capturing the essence of an endearing heroine growing up without a mother. Alice's forthcoming fans will
agonize with her and await her further adventures. Caroline Ward Romans, Vermont Department of
Libraries, Montpelier
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A wonderfully funny and touching story." - "Booklist", starred review

"Both hilarious and poignant...The lively style [captures] the essence of an endearing heroine." - "School
Library Journal", starred review

"Breezy dialouge and a solid story line...readable, funny, and appealing." - "Boston Globe"

From the Publisher
Life, Alice McKinley feels, is just one big embarrassment. Here she is, about to be a teenager and she doesn't
know how. It's worse for her than for anyone else, she believes, because she has no role model. Her mother
has been dead for years. Help and advice can only come from her father, manager of a music store, and her
nineteen-year-old brother, who is a slob. What do they know about being a teen age girl?

What she needs, Alice decides, is a gorgeous woman who does everything right, as a roadmap, so to speak. If
only she finds herself, when school begins, in the classroom of the beautiful sixth-grade teacher, Miss Cole,
her troubles will be over. Unfortunately, she draws the homely, pear-shaped Mrs. Plotkin. One of Mrs.
Plotkin's first assignments is for each member of the class to keep a journal of their thoughts and feelings.
Alice calls hers "The Agony of Alice," and in it she records all the embarrassing things that happen to her.

Through the school year, Alice has lots to record. She also comes to know the lovely Miss Cole, as well as
Mrs. Plotkin. And she meets an aunt and a female cousin whom she has not really known before. Out of all
this, to her amazement, comes a role model -- one that she would never have accepted before she made a few
very important discoveries on her own, things no roadmap could have shown her. Alice moves on, ready to
be a wise teenager.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has different type.
Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading whatever they
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have because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will
need this The Agony of Alice.

Hattie Robb:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take The Agony of Alice as the daily resource information.

Mary Moore:

You can obtain this The Agony of Alice by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing
it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Mark Brainerd:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the The Agony of Alice when you essential it?
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