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Nella Larsen was an important writer associated with the Harlem Renaissance.
While she was not prolific her work was powerful and critically acclaimed.
Collected here are both of her novels, 'Passing' and 'Quicksand'. 'Quicksand', was
autobiographical in nature and examined a woman's need for sexual fulfilment
balanced against respectability and acceptance amid a deeply religious society.
The novel is deeply pessimistic and ends as the protagonist is sucked into a life
that is at odds with all that she had desired. 'Passing' confronts the reality of
racial passing. The novel focuses on two childhood friends Clare and Irene, both
of whom are light-skinned enough to pass as white, who have reconnected with
one another after many years apart. Clare has chosen to pass while Irene has
embraced her racial heritage and become an important member of her
community. The novel examines how people pass on many different levels and in
many different ways. Some forms of passing are perfectly acceptable while
others can lead to disaster.
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Nella Larsen was an important writer associated with the Harlem Renaissance. While she was not prolific her
work was powerful and critically acclaimed. Collected here are both of her novels, 'Passing' and 'Quicksand'.
'Quicksand', was autobiographical in nature and examined a woman's need for sexual fulfilment balanced
against respectability and acceptance amid a deeply religious society. The novel is deeply pessimistic and
ends as the protagonist is sucked into a life that is at odds with all that she had desired. 'Passing' confronts the
reality of racial passing. The novel focuses on two childhood friends Clare and Irene, both of whom are
light-skinned enough to pass as white, who have reconnected with one another after many years apart. Clare
has chosen to pass while Irene has embraced her racial heritage and become an important member of her
community. The novel examines how people pass on many different levels and in many different ways.
Some forms of passing are perfectly acceptable while others can lead to disaster.
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Editorial Review

Review
?Quicksand and Passing are novels that I will never forget. They open up a whole world of experience and
struggle that seemed to me, when I first read them years ago, absolutely absorbing, fascinating and
indispensable.? Alice Walker ?Quicksand does not just explore the contradictory terrain of women and
romance; its sexual politics tear apart the very fabric of the romance form.? Hazel Carby

Review
"'Quicksand and Passing are novels that I will never forget. They open up a whole world of experience and
struggle that seemed to me, when I first read them years ago, absolutely absorbing, fascinating and
indispensable' Alice Walker 'Quicksand does not just explore the contradictory terrain of women and
romance: its sexual politics tear apart the very fabric of the romance form' Hazel Carby"

From the Back Cover
Nella Larsen's novels Quicksand(1928) and Passing(1929) document the historical realities of Harlem in the
1920s and shed a bright light on the social world of the black bourgeoisie. The novel's greatest appeal and
achievement, however, is not sociological, but psychological. As noted in the editor's comprehensive
introduction, Larsen takes the them of psychic dualism, so popular in Harlem Renaissance fiction, to a higher
and more complex level, displaying a sophisticated understanding and penetrating analysis of black female
psychology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Unger:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important normally. The book Quicksand & Passing: With linked Table of
Contents has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Quicksand & Passing: With linked Table of
Contents is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the
book Quicksand & Passing: With linked Table of Contents. You never really feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Margaret Coleman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Quicksand & Passing: With
linked Table of Contents book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
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Daphne Shew:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Quicksand & Passing: With linked Table of Contents as your daily
resource information.

Betty Patton:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Quicksand & Passing: With linked Table of Contents. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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