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Jabir ibn Hayyan, for a long time the reigning alchemical authority both in Islam
and the Latin West, has exercised numerous generations of scholars. To be sure,
it is not only the vexed question of the historical authorship and dating of the
grand corpus Jabirianum which poses a serious scholarly challenge; equally
challenging is the task of unraveling all those obscure and tantalizing discourses
which it contains.
This book, which marks the first full-scale study of Jabir ever to be published in
the English language, takes up both challenges. The author begins by critically
reexamining the historical foundations of the prevalent view that the Jabirian
corpus is the work not of an 8th-century individual, but that of several
generations of Shi'i authors belonging to the following century and later.
Tentatively concluding that this view is problematic, the author, therefore, infers
that its methodological implications are also problematic. Thus, developing its
own methodological matrix, the book takes up the second challenge, namely that
of a substantive analysis and explication of a Jabirian discourse, the Book of
Stones. Here explicating Jabir's notions of substance and qualities, analyzing his
ontological theory of language and unraveling the metaphysics of his Science of
Balance, the author reconstructs the doctrinal context of the Stones and expounds
its central theme. He then presents an authoritative critical edition of a substantial
selection of the text of the Stones, based on all available manuscripts.
This critical edition has been translated in its entirety and is provided with
exhaustive commentaries and textual notes -- another pioneering feature of this
book: for this is the first English translation of a Jabirian text to emerge in print
after a whole century. An outstanding contribution is that it announces and
presents an exciting textual discovery: the author has found in the Stones a
hitherto unknown Arabic translation of part of Aristotle's Categories. Given that
we have so far known of only one other, and possibly later, classical Arabic
translation of the Greek text, Haq's discovery gives this book an historical
importance.
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Jabir ibn Hayyan, for a long time the reigning alchemical authority both in Islam and the Latin West, has
exercised numerous generations of scholars. To be sure, it is not only the vexed question of the historical
authorship and dating of the grand corpus Jabirianum which poses a serious scholarly challenge; equally
challenging is the task of unraveling all those obscure and tantalizing discourses which it contains.
This book, which marks the first full-scale study of Jabir ever to be published in the English language, takes
up both challenges. The author begins by critically reexamining the historical foundations of the prevalent
view that the Jabirian corpus is the work not of an 8th-century individual, but that of several generations of
Shi'i authors belonging to the following century and later. Tentatively concluding that this view is
problematic, the author, therefore, infers that its methodological implications are also problematic. Thus,
developing its own methodological matrix, the book takes up the second challenge, namely that of a
substantive analysis and explication of a Jabirian discourse, the Book of Stones. Here explicating Jabir's
notions of substance and qualities, analyzing his ontological theory of language and unraveling the
metaphysics of his Science of Balance, the author reconstructs the doctrinal context of the Stones and
expounds its central theme. He then presents an authoritative critical edition of a substantial selection of the
text of the Stones, based on all available manuscripts.
This critical edition has been translated in its entirety and is provided with exhaustive commentaries and
textual notes -- another pioneering feature of this book: for this is the first English translation of a Jabirian
text to emerge in print after a whole century. An outstanding contribution is that it announces and presents an
exciting textual discovery: the author has found in the Stones a hitherto unknown Arabic translation of part
of Aristotle's Categories. Given that we have so far known of only one other, and possibly later, classical
Arabic translation of the Greek text, Haq's discovery gives this book an historical importance.
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From reader reviews:

Claire Underwood:

The book Names, Natures and Things: The Alchemist J?bir ibn Hayy?n and his Kit?b al-Ahj?r (Book of
Stones) (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Names, Natures and Things:
The Alchemist J?bir ibn Hayy?n and his Kit?b al-Ahj?r (Book of Stones) (Boston Studies in the Philosophy
and History of Science)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Names, Natures and Things: The Alchemist J?bir ibn Hayy?n and his Kit?b al-Ahj?r (Book of Stones)
(Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Sonja Johnson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Names, Natures and Things: The Alchemist J?bir ibn
Hayy?n and his Kit?b al-Ahj?r (Book of Stones) (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science)
as the daily resource information.

Effie Phillips:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Names, Natures and Things: The Alchemist J?bir ibn Hayy?n and his Kit?b al-Ahj?r (Book of
Stones) (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science) your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Names, Natures and Things: The Alchemist J?bir ibn
Hayy?n and his Kit?b al-Ahj?r (Book of Stones) (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for
your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably
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be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Staci Luton:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Names, Natures and Things: The Alchemist J?bir ibn Hayy?n and his
Kit?b al-Ahj?r (Book of Stones) (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science) this book consist
a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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