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The most beloved Iranian novel of the twentieth century

“God forbid, I’ve fallen in love with Layli!” So begins the farce of our narrator’s
life, one spent in a large extended Iranian family lorded over by the blustering,
paranoid patriarch, Dear Uncle Napoleon. When Uncle Napoleon’s least-favorite
nephew falls for his daughter, Layli, family fortunes are reversed, feuds fired up
and resolved, and assignations attempted and thwarted.

First published in Iran in the 1970s and adapted into a hugely successful
television series, this beloved novel is now “Suggested Reading” in Azar Nafisi’s
Reading Lolita in Tehran. My Uncle Napoleon is a timeless and universal satire
of first love and family intrigue.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The obsessions of Dear Uncle Napoleon, as Pezeshkzad's eponymous Iranian patriarch is nicknamed, furnish
this epic, episodic farce with a multitude of mock heroic elements: the "centuries old" honor of his petty
aristocratic family; the propriety of his distant relatives; the care of his prize sweetbrier; his mythologized
exploits in a Cossack regiment; his hero-worship of Bonaparte; and, above all, his paranoia about English
international intrigue on his doorstop. Dear Uncle's extended family's antics don't so much distract him as
exacerbate his eccentricities with each new misunderstanding, private feud, clandestine affair and arranged
marriage. Told from the naive perspective of Dear Uncle's least-favorite nephew (who is chastely,
adolescently in love with his daughter), Pezeshkzad's tale, first published in Iran in the early 1970s, seems
innocently obsolete after the Iranian Revolution, like Wodehouse after the Blitz, with its comedy relying
heavily on conventions?verbal tics, frenetic dialogue, farcical action and acrobatic reversals of fortune.
Pezeshkzad supplies an instantly recognizable, universal cast: the foolish family retainer (the Sancho Panza
to Dear Uncle's Quixote), the worldly and womanizing uncle, the disgruntled brother-in-law, the officious
local police officer, the brawny butcher with an attractive younger wife. While such characters made the
novel a huge bestseller and a national touchstone for comic types in Iran, they don't make the best
international travelers, and stateside readers may have trouble discerning, or caring about, how they satirize
specific elements of Iranian society.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Scientific American
A giddily uproarious mixture of farce and slapstick.

From The New Yorker
An uproarious and endearing Iranian novel ...one of the most entertaining books we're likely to see this year.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Beckman:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this My Uncle Napoleon: A Novel (Modern Library Paperbacks).

Sarah Jackson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
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seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take My Uncle Napoleon: A Novel (Modern Library
Paperbacks) as the daily resource information.

Michelle Jarvis:

The book My Uncle Napoleon: A Novel (Modern Library Paperbacks) will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book My Uncle Napoleon: A Novel (Modern Library
Paperbacks) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Ruth Morefield:

Exactly why? Because this My Uncle Napoleon: A Novel (Modern Library Paperbacks) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.
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