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Between 1539 and 1542 Hernando de Soto led a small army on a desperate
journey of exploration of almost four thousand miles across the Southeast. Until
now, his path has been one of history's most intriguing mysteries. With Knights
of Spain, Warriors of the Sun, anthropologist Charles Hudson offers a solution to
the question, "Where did de Soto go?" Using a new route reconstruction, for the
first time the story of the de Soto expedition can be laid on a map, and in many
instances it can be tied to specific archaeological sites.

Arguably the most important event in the history of the Southeast in the sixteenth
century, De Soto's journey cut a bloody and indelible swath across both the
landscape and native cultures in a quest for gold and personal glory. The
desperate Spanish army followed the sunset from Florida to Texas before
abandoning its mission. De Soto's one triumph was that he was the first European
to explore the vast region that would be the American South, but he died on the
banks of the Mississippi River a broken man in 1542.

Abundantly illustrated, Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun is a clearly written
narrative that unfolds against the exotic backdrop of a now extinct social and
geographic landscape. Hudson masterfully chronicles both De Soto's expedition
and the native societies he visited. A blending of archaeology, history, and
historical geography, this is a monumental study of the sixteenth-century
Southeast.
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Between 1539 and 1542 Hernando de Soto led a small army on a desperate journey of exploration of almost
four thousand miles across the Southeast. Until now, his path has been one of history's most intriguing
mysteries. With Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun, anthropologist Charles Hudson offers a solution to
the question, "Where did de Soto go?" Using a new route reconstruction, for the first time the story of the de
Soto expedition can be laid on a map, and in many instances it can be tied to specific archaeological sites.

Arguably the most important event in the history of the Southeast in the sixteenth century, De Soto's journey
cut a bloody and indelible swath across both the landscape and native cultures in a quest for gold and
personal glory. The desperate Spanish army followed the sunset from Florida to Texas before abandoning its
mission. De Soto's one triumph was that he was the first European to explore the vast region that would be
the American South, but he died on the banks of the Mississippi River a broken man in 1542.

Abundantly illustrated, Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun is a clearly written narrative that unfolds
against the exotic backdrop of a now extinct social and geographic landscape. Hudson masterfully chronicles
both De Soto's expedition and the native societies he visited. A blending of archaeology, history, and
historical geography, this is a monumental study of the sixteenth-century Southeast.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Hernando de Soto's tortuous and futile expedition, from 1539 to 1543, in search of imaginary cities of gold
marked the first significant European penetration of what was to become the American South. In his previous
work, coauthored with Jerald T. Milanich (Hernando de Soto and the Indians of Florida, LJ 1/93), he made
use of the archaeological and documentary evidence to establish part of the long-debated route of this epic
trek, as well as the "social geography" of the now extinct native peoples. In this long-anticipated study, the
author completes in detail the story of the expedition, its route (which went as far as Texas), and the impact
on the native chiefdoms. For the latter, contact with the Old World was an "unimaginable calamity," leading
to a long decline brought about by military assault, subsequent destabilization, and epidemic disease. This
scholarly work, written in an accessible narrative style is likely to be the definitive work on this subject;
highly recommended for public and academic libraries.?William F. Young, SUNY at Albany Lib.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

The definitive work on this subject.

(Library Journal)

Hudson has brought alive the world changed by Hernando de Soto and the consequences for those whose
home it was.

(Times Literary Supplement)

Hudson's masterful new book has raised the level of the discussion for all who will come after him, and he
has made an invaluable contribution to the historical understanding of Native American life in the Southeast.

(Southern Cultures)

There is much to be learned from this volume. . . . [It] is likely to become the definitive work on the subject.

(Latin American Perspectives)

This book will stand as the most thorough analysis of the De Soto expedition produced since the 1930s.

(Vernon J. Knight Jr. coeditor of The De Soto Chronicles: The Expedition of Hernando de Soto to North
America in 1539-1543)

No scholar has spent more energy, enthusiasm and passion in following Governor-General de Soto across the
South-East of the United States than Hudson has.
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(Journal of European Economic History)

A book of great and lasting importance, making major contributions to geographic, ethnographic, and
historical scholarship . . . by far the most persuasive approximation of De Soto's route.

(Mississippi Quarterly)

Hovering between specialized archaeological research and compelling lay history, this work is destined for
textbook status in the field of de Soto studies, and may shift some roadside markers along the way.

(Oxford American)

Well organized, engaging, and pithy?a real pleasure to read. (American Anthropologist)

About the Author
Charles M. Hudson, a professor emeritus of anthropology at the University of Georgia, is one of the foremost
authorities on the history and culture of the Indians of the U.S. Southeast. His many books include Black
Drink, The Forgotten Centuries, and Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun (all Georgia).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Megan Martelli:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun: Hernando de Soto and the
South's Ancient Chiefdoms book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find
the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun: Hernando
de Soto and the South's Ancient Chiefdoms content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you
even now thinking Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun: Hernando de Soto and the South's Ancient
Chiefdoms is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Helen Elder:

This Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun: Hernando de Soto and the South's Ancient Chiefdoms is great
reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we
can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun: Hernando de Soto and the South's
Ancient Chiefdoms in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?
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Yasmin Parker:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun: Hernando de Soto and
the South's Ancient Chiefdoms can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun: Hernando de Soto and the South's Ancient Chiefdoms.

Lyle Morales:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun: Hernando de Soto and the South's
Ancient Chiefdoms when you essential it?
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