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During the quarter century between 1945 and 1970, Americans crafted a new
manner of living that shaped and reshaped how residential builders designed and
marketed millions of detached single-family suburban houses. The modest two-
and three-bedroom houses built immediately following the war gave way to
larger and more sophisticated houses shaped by casual living, which stressed a
family's easy sociability and material comfort and were a major element in the
cohesion of a greatly expanded middle class. These dwellings became the basic
building blocks of explosive suburban growth during the postwar period, luring
families to the metropolitan periphery from both crowded urban centers and the
rural hinterlands.

Detached America is the first book with a national scope to explore the design
and marketing of postwar houses. James A. Jacobs shows how these houses
physically document national trends in domestic space and record a remarkably
uniform spatial evolution that can be traced throughout the country. Favorable
government policies, along with such widely available print media as trade
journals, home design magazines, and newspapers, permitted builders to establish
a strong national presence and to make a more standardized product available to
prospective buyers everywhere. This vast and long-lived collaboration between
government and business—fueled by millions of homeowners—established the
financial mechanisms, consumer framework, domestic ideologies, and
architectural precedents that permanently altered the geographic and
demographic landscape of the nation.
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During the quarter century between 1945 and 1970, Americans crafted a new manner of living that shaped
and reshaped how residential builders designed and marketed millions of detached single-family suburban
houses. The modest two- and three-bedroom houses built immediately following the war gave way to larger
and more sophisticated houses shaped by casual living, which stressed a family's easy sociability and
material comfort and were a major element in the cohesion of a greatly expanded middle class. These
dwellings became the basic building blocks of explosive suburban growth during the postwar period, luring
families to the metropolitan periphery from both crowded urban centers and the rural hinterlands.

Detached America is the first book with a national scope to explore the design and marketing of postwar
houses. James A. Jacobs shows how these houses physically document national trends in domestic space and
record a remarkably uniform spatial evolution that can be traced throughout the country. Favorable
government policies, along with such widely available print media as trade journals, home design magazines,
and newspapers, permitted builders to establish a strong national presence and to make a more standardized
product available to prospective buyers everywhere. This vast and long-lived collaboration between
government and business—fueled by millions of homeowners—established the financial mechanisms,
consumer framework, domestic ideologies, and architectural precedents that permanently altered the
geographic and demographic landscape of the nation.
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Editorial Review

Review

Detached America examines closely the issues of housing that most adults are familiar with?the ranch house,
the split level, informal living?but for the first time, these architectural forms are investigated in detail. The
author discusses their formal properties, focusing on typical vernacular examples. At the same time, these are
placed within a rich social and cultural history concerning room use, women’s roles, discrimination, and the
like. The author has done a fantastic job mining home builder journals, home design magazines, architectural
publications, and local newspapers, and the text is filled with a rich array of quotations from these sources.

(Andrew Dolkart, Columbia University, author of Biography of a Tenement House in New York City: An
Architectural History of 97 Orchard Street)

This book is a sorely needed contribution to the history of post World War II domestic architecture, which
for too long has focused on a few key architects and merchant builders at the expense of a thorough
understanding of the most ubiquitous building form of the period: the middle-class American house.
Focusing on the house as the principal building block of the postwar American landscape, Jacobs’s narrative
shows us how it resulted from a complex, yet carefully orchestrated, series of collaborations between the
building industry, the federal government, postwar tastemakers, and middle-class consumers. National in
scope and ambitious in using a rich body of evidence drawn from builders’ records, shelter magazines, and
actual houses, this book fills a much-needed gap in suburban studies and American architecture by
examining the structural, stylistic, and formal innovations of middle-class houses from the rich and varied
perspectives of their designers, builders, and occupants.

(Anna Vemer Andrzejewski, University of Wisconsin-Madison, author of Building Power: Architecture and
Surveillance in Victorian America)

This book explores the quarter century between 1945 and 1970, when Americans crafted a new manner of
living that shaped and reshaped how residential builders designed and marketed millions of detached single-
family suburban houses. These dwellings were the basic building blocks and the single most important
components of the explosive suburban growth during the postwar period, luring families to the metropolitan
periphery from both crowded urban centers and the rural hinterlands. Favorable government policies, and
sympathetic and widely available print media such as trade journals, popular shelter magazines, and
newspapers, emboldened the residential building industry while informing the public of these new
possibilities. A vast and long-lived collaboration involving government and business?and fueled by millions
of middle-class homeowners?established the financial mechanisms, consumer frameworks, domestic
ideologies informed especially by the notion of "casual living," and the architectural precedents that
permanently altered the geographic and demographic landscape of the nation.

[A]n insightfully detailed study... Jacobs fruitfully analyzes the evolution of interior dwelling spaces and
their functions, elaborating on details such as the size and locations of closets and the master bath and
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perceptively relating these physical details to changing cultural values.

(CHOICE)

[A] balanced, probing, and insightful history.

(New York Review of Books)

[An] excellent resource for anyone interested in a deep dive into suburban planning. In particular, Jacobs
offers a comprehensive overview of the politics that promoted and enabled the great suburban shift.

(Foreign Affairs)

Detached America is well organized and written, and will undoubtedly earn a place on the shelf of essential
readings concerning postware suburban America.

(American Historical Review)

This is an impressive and well-conceived research program. Jacobs has extracted from these sources a great
many house plans, which he has hired a draftsman to repro- duce. The result is a handsome book that is far
more informative than most publications about suburban houses after World War II.

(Buildings and Landscapes)

About the Author

James A. Jacobs is a historian for the Historic American Buildings Survey and the National Historic
Landmarks Program of the National Park Service.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Roundy:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Detached America: Building Houses in Postwar Suburbia
(Midcentury: Architecture, Landscape, Urbanism, and Design).
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Paul Erdmann:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Detached America:
Building Houses in Postwar Suburbia (Midcentury: Architecture, Landscape, Urbanism, and Design)?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Frances Hayes:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Detached America: Building
Houses in Postwar Suburbia (Midcentury: Architecture, Landscape, Urbanism, and Design) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Detached America: Building Houses in Postwar Suburbia (Midcentury: Architecture, Landscape,
Urbanism, and Design) become your own starter.

Norma Brier:

You can get this Detached America: Building Houses in Postwar Suburbia (Midcentury: Architecture,
Landscape, Urbanism, and Design) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such
as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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