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By now, we've all heard about the shocking redistribution of wealth that's
occurred during the last thirty years, and particularly during the last decade. But
economic changes like this don't occur in a vacuum; they're always linked to
politics. The Twilight of Equality? searches out these links through an analysis of
the politics of the 1990s, the decade when neoliberalism-free market economics-
became gospel. After a brilliant historical examination of how racial and gender
inequities were woven into the very theoretical underpinnings of the neoliberal
model of the state, Duggan shows how these inequities play out today. In a series
of political case studies, Duggan reveals how neoliberal goals have been pursued,
demonstrating that progressive arguments that separate identity politics and
economic policy, cultural politics and affairs of state, can only fail. Ultimately,
The Twilight of Equality? not only reveals how the highly successful rhetorical
maneuvers of neoliberalism have functioned but, more importantly, it shows a
way to revitalize and unify progressive politics in the U.S. today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Sometime during the 1990s, conservative Republicans adopted the rhetoric of multiculturalism, liberal
Democrats announced the end of welfare and thus, neoliberalism was born. Duggan, a professor of American
studies and history at New York University, offers a thoughtful study of how ongoing, bipartisan sponsorship
of free market economics has eclipsed social democracy and culture over the past 20 years. But
neoliberalism's most insidious characteristic, argues Duggan (Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and
American Modernity), is its wolf-in-sheep's-clothing claim of multicultural neutrality, purporting to isolate
the "natural" processes of capitalism from sticky issues of class, race and identity. President Clinton, for
instance, publicly supported antiracist, inclusionary policy while simultaneously pushing through NAFTA-
legislation that promoted, according to Duggan, the inherently racist, classist structures of global capitalism.
In a provocative case study, the author examines the way conservative Republicans clamped down on a
women's studies conference at SUNY New Paltz, threatening academic freedom with a battle cry for family
values. Duggan sees this incident as part of a larger neoliberal project to erode and marginalize "downwardly
distributive" social movements like feminism and civil rights that threaten the current social order. The result
is a dangerous schism of leftist concerns: gay activists currently embrace a more mainstream direction
instead of trying to disrupt the status quo, while NARAL focuses exclusively on abortion rights, ignoring the
larger context of social, political, economic and cultural inequality. Duggan's well-reasoned argument is that
true progressive change must occur not in parts but as a unified whole.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
A superb book . . . [Duggan] reveals just how much the far-reaching neoliberal revolution has been
advanced, at every step of the way, through insidious appeals to race, gender, and sexuality.--Andrew Ross,
author of The Celebration Chronicles < br>
Brilliantly bold and coherent. [Duggan] rebuts the puritanical and the implicit, and makes a potent case for
various hues of the unrepresented or underrepresented in American politics."--Akinbola E. Akinwumi,
Politicalaffairs.net

"Duggan's well-reasoned argument is that true progressive change must occur not in parts but as a unified
whole."--Publishers Weekly

"Finally, a cogent and hard-hitting attack on the cultural politics of neo-liberalism . . . We need Duggan's
book, now more than ever, to point the way to new progressive politics, real social justice and a revitalized
public intellectual sphere."--Judith Halberstam, author of Female Masculinity

"Lisa Duggan's insightful, carefully argued, and passionate book finally makes sense of neo-liberals' rise to
power in the 1990s . . . Duggan leaves us with a brilliant analysis of where we are now and a map for how to
get to a better, more just place."--Tricia Rose, author of Longing to Tell: Black Women Talk About Sexuality
and Intimacy

About the Author
Lisa Duggan is associate professor of American Studies and history at New York University. She is coeditor
of Our Monica, Ourselves: The Clinton Affair and the National Interest and author of Sapphic Slashers: Sex,
Violence, and American Modernity, which won the John Boswell Prize of the American Historical
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Richardson:

The particular book The Twilight of Equality?: Neoliberalism, Cultural Politics, and the Attack on
Democracy has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Paul Moore:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually The
Twilight of Equality?: Neoliberalism, Cultural Politics, and the Attack on Democracy.

Matthew Haley:

You will get this The Twilight of Equality?: Neoliberalism, Cultural Politics, and the Attack on Democracy
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Valerie Beauchamp:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The
Twilight of Equality?: Neoliberalism, Cultural Politics, and the Attack on Democracy.
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