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Sleator is at his sci-fi best with this quantum thriller, now available in paperback

In this gothic, sci-fi thriller from a master storyteller, Susan and her wheelchair-
bound brother, Gary, discover a mysterious maze in the vast gardens of their
isolated home. Planted by a scientist uncle who disappeared long ago, the maze
offers seemingly endless routes and choices. The teenagers discover that each
turn they take alters their world in some way. Sickly Gary sees a chance to
change his fate; Susan sees that they may both be lost forever. Sleator keeps
readers guessing right up to the shocking ending.

Praise for The Last Universe

"Sleator is a master of suspenseful science fiction and that mastery is evident
here...entirely shocking." - School Library Journal

"Science fiction fans, science nerds, and random readers alike will appreciate this
latest offering." - Voya

"Sleator has fashioned a perfect 'what if' story." - Kliatt

"Will keep readers turning the pages until the very end." - Kirkus
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In this gothic, sci-fi thriller from a master storyteller, Susan and her wheelchair-bound brother, Gary,
discover a mysterious maze in the vast gardens of their isolated home. Planted by a scientist uncle who
disappeared long ago, the maze offers seemingly endless routes and choices. The teenagers discover that
each turn they take alters their world in some way. Sickly Gary sees a chance to change his fate; Susan sees
that they may both be lost forever. Sleator keeps readers guessing right up to the shocking ending.

Praise for The Last Universe

"Sleator is a master of suspenseful science fiction and that mastery is evident here...entirely shocking." -
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 6-10 -Teenagers Susan and Gary live in the house that has belonged to the family for generations.
Now Gary has contracted a disease that has him confined to a wheelchair and traveling to the hospital
regularly for transfusions. Susan is unwillingly spending her summer vacation pushing her brother through
the garden and woods of their peculiar estate. Gary has been reading about quantum physics, a subject in
which Great-Uncle Arthur won an international prize many years earlier. He is also the one largely
responsible for the creation of the garden and just possibly the maze that no one has ever seen except from
one window in the house. Gary is convinced that his illness has somehow triggered a quantum event that is
responsible for the bizarre changes he and his sister are finding each day. He also seems to be getting better
after each visit to the garden and so Susan finds herself torn between her fear of it and her fear for her
brother's life. Sleator is a master of suspenseful science fiction and that mastery is evident here. The action is
slow at first, but as the garden begins to change, the pace picks up correspondingly. Ultimately Susan must
brave the maze on her own when Gary is rushed to the hospital. The twist at the end is entirely logical (if
anything about quantum can be) and entirely shocking. Well-drawn characters and a believable story will
catch and hold Sleator's fans and make new ones. Another solid entry from a deservedly popular author.-
Elaine Fort Weischedel, Milton Public Library, MA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 6-9. After a brief introduction to the uncertainty of quantum mechanics, the paradox of Schrodinger's cat,
and the possibility of infinite universes, Sleator launches into a story inspired by these ideas. Fourteen-year-
old Susan feels burdened by her parents' expectation that she will provide help and companionship for her
older brother, Gary, an invalid who is wheelchair-bound and becoming progressively weaker. Exploring their
large garden, they discover that entering the often-invisible maze at its center will enable them to travel to
other times and even different versions of the present reality. When Gary insists that they search for a place
where he is cured, Susan acquiesces, despite the warnings of her parents, the enigmatic gardener, and her
own good sense. The three elderly relatives introduced later in the book seem sketchy in contrast to the other,
well-drawn characters. However, the novel's strengths include a strong sense of place and atmosphere as well
as a story with steadily mounting tension and an unexpected twist at the end. Carolyn Phelan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Sleator is a master of suspenseful science fiction and that mastery is evident here" (SLJ) and "Science
fiction fans, science nerds, and random readers alike will appreciate this latest offering."-VOYA"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be The Last Universe why because the excellent cover that make you
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consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Dorothy Pearce:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is The Last Universe this publication consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Avril Morris:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Last Universe which is keeping the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Elizabeth Black:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Last Universe when you essential it?
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