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If the history of the Near East has always seemed a little daunting and confusing,
this book by one of the best known writers on the subject should show you the
light at the end of the tunnel. Beginning c.3000 BC with the advent of the first
writing system, Van De Mieroop traces the emergence and development of some
of the greatest states and powers, stunning cities and major empires, including the
Babylonian and Hittite kingdoms, the Assyrian and Persian Empires and the
conquests of Alexander the Great. Van De Mieroop's revisions for the 2nd
edition aim to make the text even more accessible, and include the very latest
research. "This text deserves a place on the shelves of ancient historians and
archaeologists, and it will certainly have pride of place in reading lists for courses
in Mesopotamian history" - Norman Yoffee.
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the advent of the first writing system, Van De Mieroop traces the emergence and development of some of the
greatest states and powers, stunning cities and major empires, including the Babylonian and Hittite
kingdoms, the Assyrian and Persian Empires and the conquests of Alexander the Great. Van De Mieroop's
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Editorial Review

Review
"There is no longer any possible excuse for any undergraduate curriculum in ancient history not to offer a
course of Ancient Near Eastern history under the pretext that there would be no adequate, accessible, and
affordable textbook." (Scholia Reviews)

Praise for second edition:

“The additions to this volume have only added to its immense worth as both a textbook and a scholarly
volume.” Bryn Mawr Classical Review

Praise for the first edition:

"Marc Van De Mieroop's introduction to the history of Iraq and the Asiatic Near East is suited to first-year
undergraduates in ancient history, the archaeology of Western Asia and ancient Near Eastern studies
generally, and to all others who need an up-to-date summary of what happened before the Greeks." Times
Higher Education Supplement

"I do not know of any other handbook of similar size that can compete with Van de Mieroop's book in
philological competence, in historiographic method, and in expository clearness." Mario Liverani, in
Orientalia

“This text deserves a place on the shelves of ancient historians and archaeologists, and it will certainly have
pride of place in reading lists for courses in Mesopotamian history.” Norman Yoffee, University of Michigan

“As a textbook on Mesopotamian history, particularly the period from c.3000 BC to 612 BC, this book has
no English-language equivalent … This should be standard reading, therefore, for all students and scholars in
the field.” Bryn Mawr Classical Review

From the Back Cover
This revised edition of A History of the Ancient Near East ca. 3000–323 BC integrates new research from the
rapidly developing field of ancient Near Eastern history and greatly expands the guide to further reading
from the first edition. The book presents a clear, concise history of the extraordinary multicultural
civilizations of the ancient Near East, their political and military events, and their cultures and societies.
Beginning with the emergence of writing around 3000 BC, the narrative ranges from the origins of the first
cities in Mesopotamia, through the growth of the Babylonian and Hittite kingdoms, to the Assyrian and
Persian empires. It ends with the transformation of the ancient Near East by the conquests of Alexander the
Great.

This accessible text is accompanied by numerous maps and illustrations, and contains a rich selection of
Near Eastern texts in translation. Each chapter also includes key research questions or additional text
references, such as passages on the use of the Bible as a historical source, excerpts from the Epic of
Gilgamesh, or the Assyrian royal annals, intended to add an additional element of comprehension to the text.
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About the Author
Marc Van De Mieroop has taught ancient Near Eastern studies at Columbia University, New York and now
also teaches at the University of Oxford. He has written numerous books and articles including King
Hammurabi of Babylon: A Biography (Blackwell, 2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Hinnenkamp:

The book A History of the Ancient Near East ca. 3000 - 323 BC, 2nd Edition give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book A History of the Ancient Near East ca. 3000 - 323 BC, 2nd Edition to be your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a reserve A History of the Ancient Near
East ca. 3000 - 323 BC, 2nd Edition. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Mildred Yen:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular A History of the Ancient Near East
ca. 3000 - 323 BC, 2nd Edition to read.

Pat Tran:

This book untitled A History of the Ancient Near East ca. 3000 - 323 BC, 2nd Edition to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it through online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your
list.

Hoyt Moore:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and A History of the Ancient Near East ca. 3000
- 323 BC, 2nd Edition or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
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great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes A History of the Ancient Near East ca. 3000 - 323 BC, 2nd Edition to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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