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Written by leading international scholars, Twentieth Century Britain investigates
key moments, themes and identities in the past century. Engaging with cutting-
edge research and debate, the essays in the volume combine discussion of the
major issues currently preoccupying historians of the twentieth century with clear
guidance on new directions in the theories and methodologies of modern British
social, cultural and economic history. Divided into three, the first section of the
book addresses key concepts historians use to think about the century, notably,
class, gender and national identity. Organised chronologically, the book then
explores topical thematic issues, such as multicultural Britain, religion and
citizenship. Representing changes in the field, some chapters represent more
recent fields of historical inquiry, such as modernity and sexuality.      
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Written by leading international scholars, Twentieth Century Britain investigates key moments, themes and
identities in the past century. Engaging with cutting-edge research and debate, the essays in the volume
combine discussion of the major issues currently preoccupying historians of the twentieth century with clear
guidance on new directions in the theories and methodologies of modern British social, cultural and
economic history. Divided into three, the first section of the book addresses key concepts historians use to
think about the century, notably, class, gender and national identity. Organised chronologically, the book
then explores topical thematic issues, such as multicultural Britain, religion and citizenship. Representing
changes in the field, some chapters represent more recent fields of historical inquiry, such as modernity and
sexuality.      
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book includes some fascinating essays. The essays on our economy pre - and post-1945 are particularly
useful."

Will Podmore

From the Back Cover

Reviews for the First Edition

“An absorbing book….worth the attention of all those who teach and study modern British History an
undergraduate and for A-level” Andrew Thorpe, University of Exeter; The History Association

“Twentieth Century Britain… is a fascinating study of economic, social and cultural changes in our century
….it is an excellent up-to-date introduction to changing Britain.” Day by Day

“I cannot praise this book highly enough for its breadth of scope and, above all, its sheer readability” Ed
Dixon, History Teaching Review

Blurb

Over the course of the twentieth century, British social conditions and expectations have improved
significantly, as has economic performance.  War and work, political and social movements, technological
and cultural change have all played their part in creating the Britain of today. 

Twentieth-Century Britain addresses the complexities of Britain’s changing character, providing an
accessible and authoritative introduction to the economic and social development of modern Britain.  The
first edition, published in 1994, is the market leading textbook in the field; this new edition builds on
research conducted in the intervening years.  It now addresses the twentieth century as a whole, offering
more material on the 1980s and 1990s and a close synthesis of the inter-relationship between the economic,
social and cultural spheres.

This new edition retains the tripartite structure of the first edition created by Paul Johnson. While the spirit of
the original publication remains the new edition has altered its focus and now includes a section covering the
long 20th century as a whole, as well as essays addressing themes pre- and post-1945.  New contributions
from leading scholars cover a broad range of topics including:

Class and gender●

Motoring and modernity●

War and national identity●

The trade unions●

Youth●

Britain’s changing status in the international economy●

Immigration, multiculturalism and racism●
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Highly informative and accessible, each chapter features text boxes focusing on specific issues raised and
selections of further reading.   Diagrams, tables and illustrations clarify textual arguments.  The book
provides an up-to-date, engaging introduction to modern British history, and is a valuable repository of ideas
for both students and teachers.

Francesca Carnevali is Senior Lecturer in Economic History at Birmingham University.  She has
contributed to a number of volumes and is the author of Europe ’s Advantage: Banks and Small firms in 
Britain ,  France ,  Germany and  Italy since 1918 (2005).

Dr. Julie-Marie Strange is Lecturer in Modern British History at Manchester University.  She is author of
numerous articles, and a monograph, Death, Grief and Poverty in  Britain , c.1870-1914 (2005)

 

About the Author

Paul Johnson is Reader in Social History, London School of Economics

 

Dr Julie-Marie Strange teaches at BirkbeckCollege, Universityof London

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elsie Canada:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that 20th Century Britain: Economic, Cultural
and Social Change book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Dorothy Payne:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take 20th Century Britain: Economic, Cultural and
Social Change as your daily resource information.
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Cora Spillane:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The 20th Century Britain: Economic, Cultural and Social Change
offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Danielle Hawkins:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This 20th Century Britain: Economic,
Cultural and Social Change can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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