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Julien Benda’s classic study of 1920s Europe resonates today. The “treason of
the intellectuals” is a phrase that evokes much but is inherently ambiguous. The
book bearing this title is well known but little understood. This edition is
introduced by Roger Kimball.

From the time of the pre-Socratics, intellectuals were a breed apart. They were
non-materialistic knowledge-seekers who believed in a universal humanism and
represented a cornerstone of civilized society. According to Benda, this all began
to change in the early twentieth century. In Europe in the 1920s, intellectuals
began abandoning their attachment to traditional philosophical and scholarly
ideals, and instead glorified particularisms and moral relativism.

The “treason” of which Benda writes is the betrayal by the intellectuals of their
unique vocation. He criticizes European intellectuals for allowing political
commitment to insinuate itself into their understanding of the intellectual
vocation, ushering the world into “the age of the intellectual organization of
political hatreds.” From the savage flowering of ethnic and religious hatreds in
the Middle East and throughout Europe today to the mendacious demand for
political correctness and multiculturalism on college campuses everywhere in the
West, the treason of the intellectuals continues to play out its unedifying drama.
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Julien Benda’s classic study of 1920s Europe resonates today. The “treason of the intellectuals” is a phrase
that evokes much but is inherently ambiguous. The book bearing this title is well known but little
understood. This edition is introduced by Roger Kimball.

From the time of the pre-Socratics, intellectuals were a breed apart. They were non-materialistic knowledge-
seekers who believed in a universal humanism and represented a cornerstone of civilized society. According
to Benda, this all began to change in the early twentieth century. In Europe in the 1920s, intellectuals began
abandoning their attachment to traditional philosophical and scholarly ideals, and instead glorified
particularisms and moral relativism.

The “treason” of which Benda writes is the betrayal by the intellectuals of their unique vocation. He
criticizes European intellectuals for allowing political commitment to insinuate itself into their understanding
of the intellectual vocation, ushering the world into “the age of the intellectual organization of political
hatreds.” From the savage flowering of ethnic and religious hatreds in the Middle East and throughout
Europe today to the mendacious demand for political correctness and multiculturalism on college campuses
everywhere in the West, the treason of the intellectuals continues to play out its unedifying drama.
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Editorial Review

Review

“It is rich, quirky, erudite, digressive, and polemical. . . . Partisan in its claims for disinterestedness, it is
ruthless in its defense of intellectual high-mindedness. . . . [G]iven the horrific events that unfolded in the
decades following its publication, Benda’s unremitting attack on the politicization of the intellect and ethnic
separatism cannot but strike us as prescient. And given the continuing echo in our own time of the problems
he anatomized, the relevance of his observations to our situation can hardly be doubted.”

—Roger Kimball, The New Criterion

About the Author

Julien Benda (1867–1956) was a novelist and critic. Among his other books are The Yoke of Pity and Uriel’s
Report.

 

Roger Kimball is co-editor and publisher of The New Criterion, president and publisher of Encounter Books,
and an art critic for the London Spectator and National Review.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luba Jacobs:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Treason of the Intellectuals. Try to face the book The Treason of the
Intellectuals as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

William Fugate:

The book The Treason of the Intellectuals can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book The Treason of the Intellectuals? Some of you have
a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give
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for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Treason of the Intellectuals has simple shape but you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Christine Pena:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Treason of the
Intellectuals suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled The Treason of the Intellectualsis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Todd Goff:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this The Treason of
the Intellectuals.

Download and Read Online The Treason of the Intellectuals By
Julien Benda #2RZEOH5AT6Q

PDF File: The Treason Of The Intellectuals 4



Read and Download Ebook The Treason Of The Intellectuals PDF Public Ebook Library

Read The Treason of the Intellectuals By Julien Benda for online
ebook

The Treason of the Intellectuals By Julien Benda Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good
books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online,
books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The
Treason of the Intellectuals By Julien Benda books to read online.

Online The Treason of the Intellectuals By Julien Benda ebook PDF download

The Treason of the Intellectuals By Julien Benda Doc

The Treason of the Intellectuals By Julien Benda Mobipocket

The Treason of the Intellectuals By Julien Benda EPub

PDF File: The Treason Of The Intellectuals 5


