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The Maximalist Novel sets out to define a new genre of contemporary fiction that
developed in the United States from the early 1970s, and then gained popularity
in Europe in the early twenty-first century.

The maximalist novel has a very strong symbolic and morphological identity.
Ercolino sets out ten particular elements which define and structure it as a
complex literary form: length, an encyclopedic mode, dissonant chorality,
diegetic exuberance, completeness, narrratorial omniscience, paranoid
imagination, inter-semiocity, ethical commitment, and hybrid realism. These ten
characteristics are common to all of the seven works that centre his discussion:
Gravity's Rainbow by Thomas Pynchon, Infinite Jest by David Foster Wallace,
Underworld by Don DeLillo, White Teeth by Zadie Smith, The Corrections by
Jonathan Franzen, 2666 by Roberto Bolaño, and 2005 dopo Cristo by the Babette
Factory.

Though the ten features are not all present in the same way or form in every
single text, they are all decisive in defining the genre of the maximalist novel,
insofar as they are systematically co-present. Taken singularly, they can be easily
found both in modernist and postmodern novels, which are not maximalist.
Nevertheless, it is precisely their co-presence, as well as their reciprocal
articulation, which make them fundamental in demarcating the maximalist novel
as a genre.
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The Maximalist Novel sets out to define a new genre of contemporary fiction that developed in the United
States from the early 1970s, and then gained popularity in Europe in the early twenty-first century.

The maximalist novel has a very strong symbolic and morphological identity. Ercolino sets out ten particular
elements which define and structure it as a complex literary form: length, an encyclopedic mode, dissonant
chorality, diegetic exuberance, completeness, narrratorial omniscience, paranoid imagination, inter-
semiocity, ethical commitment, and hybrid realism. These ten characteristics are common to all of the seven
works that centre his discussion: Gravity's Rainbow by Thomas Pynchon, Infinite Jest by David Foster
Wallace, Underworld by Don DeLillo, White Teeth by Zadie Smith, The Corrections by Jonathan Franzen,
2666 by Roberto Bolaño, and 2005 dopo Cristo by the Babette Factory.

Though the ten features are not all present in the same way or form in every single text, they are all decisive
in defining the genre of the maximalist novel, insofar as they are systematically co-present. Taken singularly,
they can be easily found both in modernist and postmodern novels, which are not maximalist. Nevertheless,
it is precisely their co-presence, as well as their reciprocal articulation, which make them fundamental in
demarcating the maximalist novel as a genre.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Systems Novel. Mega-Novels. World Fictions. Have these terms and the characterizations they
encourage had the effect of removing history and locatedness from our most ambitious literary fictions? To
appreciatetheir significance, Stefano Ercolino urges us to reconsider contemporary fiction within literary
history as a whole. A critical project no lessambitious than the big books under discussion, The Maximalist
Noveloffers new categories and a transatlantic context for current fiction in both its innovative and
traditional aspects. (Joseph Tabbi, Professorof English, University of Illinois at Chicago, USA)

About the Author
Stefano Ercolino is Assistant Professor of Comparative Literature at Underwood International
College, Yonsei University (Seoul, Korea). A former Fulbright Scholar at Stanford
University (USA) and DAAD Postdoctoral Fellow in the Peter Szondi Institute
of Comparative Literature at the Freie Universität Berlin (Germany), he is the
author of The Novel-Essay, 1884-1947.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Carlton:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Maximalist Novel: From Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow to Roberto
Bolano's 2666 book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer regarding The Maximalist Novel: From Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow to Roberto
Bolano's 2666 content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
The Maximalist Novel: From Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow to Roberto Bolano's 2666 is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Martin Elkins:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Maximalist
Novel: From Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow to Roberto Bolano's 2666 suitable to you? The actual
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Maximalist Novel: From
Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow to Roberto Bolano's 2666is the main of several books which everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.
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Leslie Jasso:

Why? Because this The Maximalist Novel: From Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow to Roberto Bolano's
2666 is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ronald Sadowski:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Maximalist Novel: From
Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow to Roberto Bolano's 2666 to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the publication The Maximalist Novel:
From Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow to Roberto Bolano's 2666 can to be your brand new friend when
you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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