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After the fall of the Berlin wall and the disintegration of the former USSR and
Yugoslavia, it has widely been assumed that socialist federations have become a
thing of the past. Ethiopia’s ethnic federal system however is essentially a
socialist federal system based on the notion of the ’right to self-determination of
nationalities’ and a Marxist-Leninist organization of the state and party. This
book assesses the Ethiopian ethnic federal system from the perspective of the
principles of socialist federations and other Marxist oriented policies pursued by
the ruling Ethiopian Peoples' Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF).
Exploring how the application of these ideological principles has impacted on the
structure and function of the Ethiopian federal system, the research examines the
ways in which these ideological policies of the ruling party affect national
consensus, protection of human rights, the rights of minority groups, separation
of power principles and the relationship between the federal and regional
governments. It also explores the extent to which ideological principles have had
an impact on the democratization process, rule of law and in building up
institutions such as parliamentary democracy, the judiciary, the media and civil
society organizations in the country. Approaching the Ethiopian federal system
from the perspective of the fundamental ideological principles of the party in
power allows a deeper insight into the structure and function of the ethnic federal
system.
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After the fall of the Berlin wall and the disintegration of the former USSR and Yugoslavia, it has widely
been assumed that socialist federations have become a thing of the past. Ethiopia’s ethnic federal system
however is essentially a socialist federal system based on the notion of the ’right to self-determination of
nationalities’ and a Marxist-Leninist organization of the state and party. This book assesses the Ethiopian
ethnic federal system from the perspective of the principles of socialist federations and other Marxist
oriented policies pursued by the ruling Ethiopian Peoples' Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF).
Exploring how the application of these ideological principles has impacted on the structure and function of
the Ethiopian federal system, the research examines the ways in which these ideological policies of the ruling
party affect national consensus, protection of human rights, the rights of minority groups, separation of
power principles and the relationship between the federal and regional governments. It also explores the
extent to which ideological principles have had an impact on the democratization process, rule of law and in
building up institutions such as parliamentary democracy, the judiciary, the media and civil society
organizations in the country. Approaching the Ethiopian federal system from the perspective of the
fundamental ideological principles of the party in power allows a deeper insight into the structure and
function of the ethnic federal system.
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Editorial Review

Review
'A splendid analysis of the ideological principles of the TPLF/EPRDF that govern Ethiopia's ethnic
federalism. Semahagn lucidly explains the Marxist-inspired concepts of self-determination of nationalities,
democratic centralism, revolutionary democracy, the development state model, and the party evaluation
mechanism that are so facilely used to justify the FDRE Government's glaring deficits of democracy and
abuses of human rights.'Theodore M. Vestal, Oklahoma State University, USA

About the Author
Dr Semahagn Gashu Abebe is a Research Scholar at the Institute of Human Rights, University of
Connecticut, USA. He has widely published on federalism, constitutional law and human rights in the
context of sub-Saharan Africa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Mackey:

This The Last Post-Cold War Socialist Federation: Ethnicity, Ideology and Democracy in Ethiopia
(Federalism Studies) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this The Last Post-Cold War Socialist Federation: Ethnicity, Ideology and Democracy in
Ethiopia (Federalism Studies) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this The Last Post-Cold War Socialist Federation: Ethnicity, Ideology and Democracy in
Ethiopia (Federalism Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Debra Davis:

Exactly why? Because this The Last Post-Cold War Socialist Federation: Ethnicity, Ideology and Democracy
in Ethiopia (Federalism Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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Katrice Fredericksen:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Last Post-Cold War Socialist
Federation: Ethnicity, Ideology and Democracy in Ethiopia (Federalism Studies) is simple to deliver you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Gary Collis:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Last Post-Cold War Socialist Federation:
Ethnicity, Ideology and Democracy in Ethiopia (Federalism Studies) was colorful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book The Last Post-Cold War Socialist Federation: Ethnicity, Ideology and
Democracy in Ethiopia (Federalism Studies) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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