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Roads matter to people. This claim is central to the work of Penny Harvey and
Hannah Knox, who in this book use the example of highway building in South
America to explore what large public infrastructural projects can tell us about
contemporary state formation, social relations, and emerging political economies.

Roads focuses on two main sites: the interoceanic highway currently under
construction between Brazil and Peru, a major public/private collaboration that is
being realized within new, internationally ratified regulatory standards; and a
recently completed one-hundred-kilometer stretch of highway between Iquitos,
the largest city in the Peruvian Amazon, and a small town called Nauta, one of
the earliest colonial settlements in the Amazon. The Iquitos-Nauta highway is
one of the most expensive roads per kilometer on the planet.

Combining ethnographic and historical research, Harvey and Knox shed light on
the work of engineers and scientists, bureaucrats and construction company
officials. They describe how local populations anticipated each of the road
projects, even getting deeply involved in questions of exact routing as worries
arose that the road would benefit some more than others. Connectivity was a key
recurring theme as people imagined the prosperity that will come by being
connected to other parts of the country and with other parts of the world.
Sweeping in scope and conceptually ambitious, Roads tells a story of global
flows of money, goods, and people?and of attempts to stabilize inherently
unstable physical and social environments.
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Roads matter to people. This claim is central to the work of Penny Harvey and Hannah Knox, who in this
book use the example of highway building in South America to explore what large public infrastructural
projects can tell us about contemporary state formation, social relations, and emerging political economies.

Roads focuses on two main sites: the interoceanic highway currently under construction between Brazil and
Peru, a major public/private collaboration that is being realized within new, internationally ratified regulatory
standards; and a recently completed one-hundred-kilometer stretch of highway between Iquitos, the largest
city in the Peruvian Amazon, and a small town called Nauta, one of the earliest colonial settlements in the
Amazon. The Iquitos-Nauta highway is one of the most expensive roads per kilometer on the planet.

Combining ethnographic and historical research, Harvey and Knox shed light on the work of engineers and
scientists, bureaucrats and construction company officials. They describe how local populations anticipated
each of the road projects, even getting deeply involved in questions of exact routing as worries arose that the
road would benefit some more than others. Connectivity was a key recurring theme as people imagined the
prosperity that will come by being connected to other parts of the country and with other parts of the world.
Sweeping in scope and conceptually ambitious, Roads tells a story of global flows of money, goods, and
people?and of attempts to stabilize inherently unstable physical and social environments.
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Editorial Review

Review

"What is the relation between the unity and stability of the nation-state and the state of a nation's
infrastructure? In addressing this question, Roads forces us to consider, among much else, the expertise of
infrastructure's architects, the construction engineers, whose work is attuned to the instability, unruliness and
unevenness of the environments within which infrastructure is assembled. The infrastructure of the road
turns out not to be the stable base on which the state can ground its existence, but a situated achievement.
Penny Harvey and Hannah Knox’s remarkable ethnography of infrastructure is a vital intervention, in
anthropology and beyond."?Andrew Barry, University College London, author of Material Politics: Disputes
Along the Pipeline

About the Author

Penny Harvey is Professor of Social Anthropology at the University of Manchester and Director of the
ESRC Centre for Research on Socio-Cultural Change. She is the author of Hybrids of Modernity:
Anthropology, the Nation State and the Universal Exhibition and coeditor of Technologized Images,
Technologized Bodies, Objects and Materials: A Routledge Companion, and Anthropology and Science:
Epistemologies in Practice.

Hannah Knox is a Lecturer in Digital Anthropology and Material Culture at University College London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Bolin:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Roads:
An Anthropology of Infrastructure and Expertise (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge)?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Joseph Herbst:

The book Roads: An Anthropology of Infrastructure and Expertise (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of
Knowledge) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with
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your subject. If you can make reading through a book Roads: An Anthropology of Infrastructure and
Expertise (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like open and read a e-book Roads: An Anthropology of Infrastructure and Expertise
(Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Christina Harper:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Roads: An Anthropology of Infrastructure and
Expertise (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) which is getting the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's see.

Gary Askew:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Roads: An Anthropology of Infrastructure and
Expertise (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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