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In the new Fifth Edition of Our Social World: Introduction to Sociology, three
award winning authors and teachers of sociology set out to inspire students to
develop their sociological imaginations. Readers are encouraged to see the
impact of larger social structures and global trends on their personal lives and to
confront sociological issues on a day-to-day basis. In each chapter, authors
Jeanne H. Ballantine, Keith A. Roberts, and new co-author Kathleen Odell
Korgen, relate everything back to the social world model to promote “deep
learning” of a fundamental sociological concept: the micro-to-macro organization
of society. Above all else, adopters of this unique, easy to read, and innovative
text use it because it helps their students to learn about sociology and to use
sociological tools throughout the course and beyond. Their students are able to
articulate what sociology is and to explain the macro to micro links in the social
system. Can you identify any other introductory text which has a coherent thesis
that runs throughout the text?
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jeanne H. Ballantine is Emerita Professor of Sociology at Wright State University, a state university of
about 17,000 students in Ohio. She has also taught at several 4-year colleges, including an “alternative”
college and a traditionally Black college, and at international programs in universities abroad. She has been
teaching introductory sociology for more than 30 years with a mission to introduce the uninitiated to the field
and to help students see the usefulness and value in sociology. She has been active in the teaching
movement, shaping curriculum, writing and presenting research on teaching, and offering workshops and
consulting in regional, national, and international forums. She is a Fulbright Senior Scholar and serves as a
Departmental Resources Group consultant and evaluator.
 
Jeanne has written several textbooks, all with the goal of reaching the student audience. As the original
director of the Center for Teaching and Learning at Wright State University, she scoured the literature on
student learning and served as a mentor to teachers in a wide variety of disciplines. Local, regional, and
national organizations have honored her for her teaching and for her contributions to helping others become
effective teachers. In 1986, the American Sociological Association’s Section on Undergraduate Education
(now called the Section on Teaching and Learning in Sociology) recognized her with the Hans O. Mauksch
Award for Distinguished Contributions to Teaching of Sociology. In 2004, she was honored by the American
Sociological Association with its Distinguished Contributions to Teaching Award. In 2010, the North Central
Sociological Association awarded her the J. Milton Yinger Award for Distinguished Career in Sociology.

Keith A. Roberts is Emeritus Professor of Sociology at Hanover College, a private liberal arts college of
about 1,100 students in Indiana. He has taught introductory sociology for 35 years with a passion for active
learning strategies and a focus on “deep learning” by students that transforms the way they see the world.
Prior to teaching at Hanover, he taught at a 2-year regional campus of a large university.
 
He has been active in the teaching movement, writing on teaching and serving as a consultant to sociology
departments across the country in his capacity as a member of the American Sociological Association
Departmental Resources Group. He has written a very popular textbook in the sociology of religion, has
coauthored a book on writing in the undergraduate curriculum, has published and led many workshops on the
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, and for 22 years ran an annual workshop for high school sociology
teachers. He has chaired the Selection Committee for the SAGE Innovations and Professional Development
Awards since the program’s inception. He has been honored for his teaching and teaching-related work at
local, state, regional, and national levels. The American Sociological Association’s Section on Teaching and
Learning awarded him the Hans O. Mauksch Award for Distinguished Contributions to Teaching of
Sociology in 2000. He was honored with the American Sociological Association’s Distinguished
Contributions to Teaching Award in 2010. In 2012, the North Central Sociological Association awarded
Keith the J. Milton Yinger Award for Distinguished Career in Sociology.

Kathleen Odell Korgen is Professor of Sociology at William Paterson University, a comprehensive
university in Wayne, New Jersey. In addition to her research on racial identity and race relations, she has
written extensively in support of the public sociology movement. Kathleen enjoys teaching her students that
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sociology is a remarkably useful discipline and highlights how “Sociologists in Action” make a positive
impact on society. Her published works on race relations and racial identity include Race Policy and
Multiracial Americans; Multiracial Identity and Social Class (2010); Crossing the Racial Divide: Close
Friendships between Black and White Americans (2002); and From Black to Biracial: Transforming Racial
Identity among Americans (1998, 1999). Her works on public sociology include The Engaged Sociologist:
Connecting the Classroom to the Community (with Jonathan White, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2014) and
Sociologists in Action: Sociology, Social Change, and Social Justice (2011, 2014) and Sociologist in Action:
Inequalities (with Jonathan White and Shelley White, Forthcoming).
 
Kathleen works as a consultant for other sociology departments as a member of the American Sociological
Association Departmental Resources Group and received William Paterson University’s award for
Excellence in Scholarship/Creative Expression in 2006 and the university's award for Excellence in Teaching
in 2014.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pierre Taylor:

The book Our Social World: Introduction to Sociology can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Our Social World: Introduction
to Sociology? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Our
Social World: Introduction to Sociology has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Our
Social World: Introduction to Sociology.

Estelle Hicks:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
all day long to reading a guide. The book Our Social World: Introduction to Sociology it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
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this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high
quality.

Robert Ford:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Our Social World:
Introduction to Sociology.
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