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Imagine Otherwise is an incisive critique of the field of Asian American studies.
Recognizing that the rubric "Asian American" elides crucial differences, Kandice
Chuh argues for reframing Asian American studies as a study defined not by its
subjects and objects, but by its critique. Toward that end, she urges the
foregrounding of the constructedness of "Asian American" formations and shows
how this understanding of the field provides the basis for continuing to use the
term "Asian American" in light of—and in spite of—contemporary critiques
about its limitations.

Drawing on the insights of poststructuralist theory, postcolonial studies, and
investigations of transnationalism, Imagine Otherwise conceives of Asian
American literature and U.S. legal discourse as theoretical texts to be examined
for the normative claims about race, gender, and sexuality that they put forth.
Reading government and legal documents, novels including Carlos Bulosan's
America Is in the Heart, John Okada's No-No Boy, Chang-rae Lee's A Gesture
Life, Ronyoung Kim's Clay Walls, and Lois Ann Yamanaka's Blu's Hanging, and
the short stories "Immigration Blues" by Bienvenido Santos and "High-Heeled
Shoes" by Hisaye Yamamoto, Chuh works through Filipino American and
Korean American identity formation and Japanese American internment during
World War II as she negotiates the complex and sometimes tense differences that
constitute 'Asian America' and Asian American studies.
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Imagine Otherwise is an incisive critique of the field of Asian American studies. Recognizing that the rubric
"Asian American" elides crucial differences, Kandice Chuh argues for reframing Asian American studies as
a study defined not by its subjects and objects, but by its critique. Toward that end, she urges the
foregrounding of the constructedness of "Asian American" formations and shows how this understanding of
the field provides the basis for continuing to use the term "Asian American" in light of—and in spite
of—contemporary critiques about its limitations.

Drawing on the insights of poststructuralist theory, postcolonial studies, and investigations of
transnationalism, Imagine Otherwise conceives of Asian American literature and U.S. legal discourse as
theoretical texts to be examined for the normative claims about race, gender, and sexuality that they put
forth. Reading government and legal documents, novels including Carlos Bulosan's America Is in the Heart,
John Okada's No-No Boy, Chang-rae Lee's A Gesture Life, Ronyoung Kim's Clay Walls, and Lois Ann
Yamanaka's Blu's Hanging, and the short stories "Immigration Blues" by Bienvenido Santos and "High-
Heeled Shoes" by Hisaye Yamamoto, Chuh works through Filipino American and Korean American identity
formation and Japanese American internment during World War II as she negotiates the complex and
sometimes tense differences that constitute 'Asian America' and Asian American studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Kandice Chuh argues that in the current study of Asian Americans, the critique of social inequality must
overcome the impossible insistence on a uniform ethnic subject. She performs a daring deconstruction of the
recurrence to ideas of authenticity and identity, discusses the pitfalls of essentialized concepts of 'activism'
and 'community,' and encourages us to put the case of Asian Americans towards a more general critique of
racialized U.S. society. Her intervention challenges us to think differently, to ‘imagine otherwise.’"—Lisa
Lowe, author of Immigrant Acts: On Asian American Cultural Politics

“Imagine Otherwise is a provocative work. It questions the terms in which Asian American studies have
been understood and offers a set of exciting theoretical alternatives, each of which is substantiated by close
readings of literary texts. Our understanding of Asian American subjectivity is significantly enhanced in the
process.”—David Palumbo-Liu, author of Asian/American: Historical Crossings of a Racial Frontier

From the Back Cover
""Imagine Otherwise" is a provocative work. It questions the terms in which Asian American studies have
been understood and offers a set of exciting theoretical alternatives, each of which is substantiated by close
readings of literary texts. Our understanding of Asian American subjectivity is significantly enhanced in the
process."--David Palumbo-Liu, author of "Asian/American: Historical Crossings of a Racial Frontier"

About the Author

Kandice Chuh is Professor of English, Graduate Center, City University of New York. She is coeditor of
Orientations: Mapping Studies in the Asian Diaspora, published by Duke University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Lee:

Here thing why this specific Imagine Otherwise: On Asian Americanist Critique are different and trusted to
be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. Imagine Otherwise: On Asian Americanist Critique giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar
with Imagine Otherwise: On Asian Americanist Critique. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Imagine Otherwise: On Asian
Americanist Critique in e-book can be your alternate.
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Raymond Dahms:

Often the book Imagine Otherwise: On Asian Americanist Critique will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Imagine Otherwise: On Asian Americanist
Critique is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Neil Owens:

This Imagine Otherwise: On Asian Americanist Critique is great book for you because the content that is full
of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Imagine Otherwise: On Asian Americanist Critique in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it
is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that
will?

James Pitts:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Imagine Otherwise: On Asian Americanist
Critique can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Imagine Otherwise: On Asian Americanist
Critique.
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