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Asked in 2006 about the philosophical nature of his fiction, the late American
writer David Foster Wallace replied, "If some people read my fiction and see it as
fundamentally about philosophical ideas, what it probably means is that these are
pieces where the characters are not as alive and interesting as I meant them to
be."

Gesturing Toward Reality looks into this quality of Wallace's work?when the
writer dons the philosopher's cap?and sees something else. With essays offering a
careful perusal of Wallace's extensive and heavily annotated self-help library, re-
considerations of Wittgenstein's influence on his fiction, and serious explorations
into the moral and spiritual landscape where Wallace lived and wrote, this
collection offers a perspective on Wallace that even he was not always ready to
see. Since so much has been said in specifically literary circles about Wallace's
philosophical acumen, it seems natural to have those with an interest in both
philosophy and Wallace's writing address how these two areas come together.
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Asked in 2006 about the philosophical nature of his fiction, the late American writer David Foster Wallace
replied, "If some people read my fiction and see it as fundamentally about philosophical ideas, what it
probably means is that these are pieces where the characters are not as alive and interesting as I meant them
to be."

Gesturing Toward Reality looks into this quality of Wallace's work?when the writer dons the philosopher's
cap?and sees something else. With essays offering a careful perusal of Wallace's extensive and heavily
annotated self-help library, re-considerations of Wittgenstein's influence on his fiction, and serious
explorations into the moral and spiritual landscape where Wallace lived and wrote, this collection offers a
perspective on Wallace that even he was not always ready to see. Since so much has been said in specifically
literary circles about Wallace's philosophical acumen, it seems natural to have those with an interest in both
philosophy and Wallace's writing address how these two areas come together.
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Editorial Review

Review
Wallace's deeply influential postmodern pragmatism was not the casual by product of his novelistic vision.
Rather, it was the distillation of a lifetime of urgent and rigorous philosophical engagement. Unfortunately,
that deeply informed background is often obscured by the white light of his intimate, inimitable voice.
Gesturing Toward Reality refracts that light to reveal the colorful spectrum of his sources. The essays
assembled here are as lively as they are entertaining, and provide an accessible introduction to some of the
most complex ideas in Wallace's already challenging oeuvre . -- Marshall Boswell, Professor and Chair of
English, Rhodes College, USA, author of Understanding David Foster Wallace, and co-editor of David
Foster Wallace and "The Long Thing" Gesturing Toward Reality is the first collection of pieces on David
Foster Wallace to tackle head-on one of the things that make his work so important to so many: the power of
his thinking. Approaching Wallace's thinking from a variety of angles, the philosophers and literary critics in
this volume work hard (and to great effect) to tease out Wallace's ideas as they appear in his fiction and
nonfiction, to explore how he came to them from his education and experience, how he expressed them
through language, and what they meant for him and might continue to mean to us; Gesturing Toward Reality
thus makes a significant contribution not only to Wallace studies but to the work of anyone interested in
literature and philosophy, in the way we tell stories in order to think. -- Samuel Cohen, Associate Professor
of English, University of Missouri, USA I spent part of the weekend past making my way through the first
four essays in the collection and I've found much to enjoy and think about so far...So this collection has
moved from the very interesting to must have. -- Nick Maniatis The Howling Fantods

About the Author

Robert K. Bolger (Ph.D., Claremont Graduate University, USA) is the author of Kneeling at the Altar of
Science: The Mistaken Path of Contemporary Religious Scientism.

Scott Korb teaches writing at New York University, the New School, and in Pacific University's MFA
program (all USA). His books include The Faith Between Us, Life in Year One, and Light without Fire.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ray Davis:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Gesturing Toward Reality: David Foster
Wallace and Philosophy will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?
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Melissa Fanning:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Gesturing Toward Reality: David Foster Wallace and Philosophy book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer associated with Gesturing Toward Reality: David Foster Wallace and Philosophy content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but
it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Gesturing Toward Reality: David Foster
Wallace and Philosophy is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Kathleen Blackwood:

Beside this kind of Gesturing Toward Reality: David Foster Wallace and Philosophy in your phone, it can
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Gesturing Toward Reality: David Foster Wallace and Philosophy
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Richard Manning:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Gesturing Toward Reality: David Foster
Wallace and Philosophy.
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