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In the years before the First World War, the great European powers were ruled
by three first cousins: King George V of Britain, Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany,
and Tsar Nicholas II of Russia. Together, they presided over the last years of
dynastic Europe and the outbreak of the most destructive war the world had ever
seen, a war that set twentieth-century Europe on course to be the most violent
continent in the history of the world.
 
Through brilliant and often darkly comic portraits of these men and their lives,
their foibles and obsessions, Miranda Carter delivers the tragicomic story of
Europe’s early twentieth-century aristocracy, a solipsistic world preposterously
out of kilter with its times.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* The slippery slope into horrific armed conflict is a tale often told about World War I, but
this author’s take on the antecedents of the European war of 1914–18 is distinct. Carter views the shifting
alliance entanglements of the Great Powers of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and
especially the growing animosity and rivalry between Britain and Germany, with particular focus on the
attitudes and actions of three royal first cousins: Emperor Wilhelm II of Germany, Emperor Nicholas II of
Russia, and King George V of Great Britain (who also reigned as emperor of India, hence the book’s title
reference to three emperors). Rich in concrete detail, elegant in style, and wise, fresh, and knowledgeable in
interpretation, the author’s account observes a profound anachronism at play: that these three monarchs, in
what they didn’t realize were the waning days of the institution of monarchy, handled foreign diplomacy as
if it were a family business. Despite the reality of growing fissures separating their countries, “each emperor
continued to paper over the cracks with cousinly gestures, each increasingly irrelevant.” Europe plunged
over the precipice of war in August 1914, revealing in stark terms the inability of royal familial ties to
control and contain national disagreements; as the author has it, the fact that Wilhelm, Nicholas, and George
were out of touch with actual politics could not have been more apparent. An irresistible narrative for history
buffs. --Brad Hooper

Review

“History on a large canvas. . . . Carter writes incisively about the overlapping events that led to the Great
War and changed the world. . . . Impressive. . . . Carter has clearly not bitten off more than she can chew for
she—as John Updike once wrote of Gunter Grass—’chews it enthusiastically before our eyes.’”
—The New York Times

“Splendid. . . . This is history on a vast scale written on an intimate level, and it is immensely rewarding. . . .
[Carter’s] portraits of the men are razor-sharp. She places each monarch in his unique context, providing a
tapestry of the age and the maneuvering that led to the outbreak of war. . . . The reader is swept up in the
pageantry, pathos and glory of an era that makes our own seem remorselessly venial and vulgar.”
—Minneapolis Star Tribune

“Engrossing and important. . . . While keeping her focus on the three cousins and their extended families,
[Carter] skillfully interweaves and summarizes all important elements of how the war came about. . . . An
original book, highly recommended.”
—The Dallas Morning News

“A fascinating biographical saga. . . . The personal, hidden history of King George V, Tsar Nicholas II and
Kaiser Wilhelm II’s relationship [is] incomparable, haunting and unforgettable.”
—Providence Journal

“The parallel, interrelated lives of Kaiser Wilhelm II, George V, and Nicholas II are . . . a prism though
which to tell the march to the first World War, the creation of the modern industrial world and the follies of
hereditary courts and the eccentricities of their royal trans-European cousinhood. . . . An entertaining and
accessible study of power and personality.”
—Simon Sebag Montefiore, Financial Times
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“Some wars are inevitable. Others, such as World War I, could have been avoided. . . . Relying on apt
quotations and instructive anecdotes, Carter, in this always readable history, persuasively relates [the royal
cousins’] role in beginning a war that was supposed to end all wars.”
—Richmond Times Dispatch
 
“Entertaining and well-researched, with acute pen portraits of the major players.”
—The Wall Street Journal
 
“I couldn’t put this book down. The whole thing really lives and breathes—and it’s very funny. That these
three absurd men could ever have held the fate of Europe in their hands is a fact as hilarious as it is
terrifying.”
—Zadie Smith

“History at its most entertaining, full of scathing and often witty descriptions of the follies and tragedies of
royalty, and the way in which the three royal cousins’ lives, despite the deep social divide between the royals
and ordinary people, became intertwined with the changes and the dangers confronting the major European
powers in the early years of the 20th century. It is a splendid picture, splendidly narrated.”
—Michael Korda, The Daily Beast
 
“Fresh and enjoyable. . . . Carter’s thoughtful reintroduction of the vividly human to late 19th-century
international politics is timely and welcome.”
—The Guardian (London)
 
“Carter deftly interpolates history with psychobiography to provide a damning indictment of monarchy in all
its forms.”
—Will Self, New Statesman
 
“An attractively written, extensively illustrated work.”
—The Washington Times
 
“Masterfully crafted. . . . Carter has presented one of the most cohesive explorations of the dying days of
European royalty and the coming of political modernity. . . . [She] has delivered another gem.”
—BookPage
 
“An irresistibly entertaining and illuminating chronicle. . . . Readers with fond memories of Robert Massie
and Barbara Tuchman can expect similar pleasures in this witty, shrewd examination of the twilight of the
great European monarchies.”
—Publishers Weekly
 
“Carter draws masterful portraits of her subjects and tells the complicated story of Europe’s failing
international relations well. . . . A highly readable and well-documented account.”
—The Spectator

About the Author
Miranda Carter is the author of Anthony Blunt: His Lives, which won the Orwell Prize for political writing
and the Royal Society of Literature W. H. Heinemann Award, and was chosen as one of The New York Times
Book Review’s seven Best Books of 2002. She lives in London with her husband and two sons.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Scott:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this George, Nicholas
and Wilhelm: Three Royal Cousins and the Road to World War I.

Johnny Hoffman:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be George, Nicholas and Wilhelm: Three Royal Cousins
and the Road to World War I why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Duane Vega:

Beside this specific George, Nicholas and Wilhelm: Three Royal Cousins and the Road to World War I in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have George, Nicholas and Wilhelm: Three Royal
Cousins and the Road to World War I because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Shawn Mathison:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book George, Nicholas and Wilhelm: Three Royal Cousins and the Road to World War I we can have
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book.
Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book
George, Nicholas and Wilhelm: Three Royal Cousins and the Road to World War I. You can more inviting
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