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When wielded by the white majority, ethnic humor can be used to ridicule and
demean marginalized groups. In the hands of ethnic minorities themselves, ethnic
humor can work as a site of community building and resistance. In nearly all
cases, however, ethnic humor can serve as a window through which to examine
the complexities of American race relations. In Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic
America, David Gillota explores the ways in which contemporary comic works
both reflect and participate in national conversations about race and ethnicity.

Gillota investigates the manner in which various humorists respond to
multiculturalism and the increasing diversity of the American population. Rather
than looking at one or two ethnic groups at a time—as is common scholarly
practice—the book focuses on the interplay between humorists from different
ethnic communities. While some comic texts project a fantasy world in which
diverse ethnic characters coexist in a rarely disputed harmony, others genuinely
engage with the complexities and contradictions of multiethnic America.

The first chapter focuses on African American comedy with a discussion of such
humorists as Paul Mooney and Chris Rock, who tend to reinforce a black/white
vision of American race relations. This approach is contrasted to the comedy of
Dave Chappelle, who looks beyond black and white and uses his humor to place
blackness within a much wider multiethnic context.

Chapter 2 concentrates primarily on the Jewish humorists Sarah Silverman, Larry
David, and Sacha Baron Cohen—three artists who use their personas to explore
the peculiar position of contemporary Jews who exist in a middle space between
white and other.

In chapter 3, Gillota discusses different humorous constructions of whiteness,
from a detailed analysis of South Park to “Blue Collar Comedy” and the blog
Stuff White People Like.

Chapter 4 is focused on the manner in which animated children’s film and the
network situation comedy often project simplified and harmonious visions of
diversity. In contrast, chapter 5 considers how many recent works, such as
Harold and Kumar Go to White Castle and the Showtime series Weeds, engage
with diversity in more complex and productive ways.
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When wielded by the white majority, ethnic humor can be used to ridicule and demean marginalized groups.
In the hands of ethnic minorities themselves, ethnic humor can work as a site of community building and
resistance. In nearly all cases, however, ethnic humor can serve as a window through which to examine the
complexities of American race relations. In Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America, David Gillota explores
the ways in which contemporary comic works both reflect and participate in national conversations about
race and ethnicity.

Gillota investigates the manner in which various humorists respond to multiculturalism and the increasing
diversity of the American population. Rather than looking at one or two ethnic groups at a time—as is
common scholarly practice—the book focuses on the interplay between humorists from different ethnic
communities. While some comic texts project a fantasy world in which diverse ethnic characters coexist in a
rarely disputed harmony, others genuinely engage with the complexities and contradictions of multiethnic
America.

The first chapter focuses on African American comedy with a discussion of such humorists as Paul Mooney
and Chris Rock, who tend to reinforce a black/white vision of American race relations. This approach is
contrasted to the comedy of Dave Chappelle, who looks beyond black and white and uses his humor to place
blackness within a much wider multiethnic context.

Chapter 2 concentrates primarily on the Jewish humorists Sarah Silverman, Larry David, and Sacha Baron
Cohen—three artists who use their personas to explore the peculiar position of contemporary Jews who exist
in a middle space between white and other.

In chapter 3, Gillota discusses different humorous constructions of whiteness, from a detailed analysis of
South Park to “Blue Collar Comedy” and the blog Stuff White People Like.

Chapter 4 is focused on the manner in which animated children’s film and the network situation comedy
often project simplified and harmonious visions of diversity. In contrast, chapter 5 considers how many
recent works, such as Harold and Kumar Go to White Castle and the Showtime series Weeds, engage with
diversity in more complex and productive ways.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A valuable addition to the field, Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America makes a fresh and compelling
argument with fascinating readings of many performers and comic routines in stand-up, film, and television.”
(Joyce Antler Brandeis University 2012-09-10)

"A fascinating comparative study of contemporary ethnic humor in popular culture, illuminating the truth
that ethnic groups are made and unmade not in isolation, but in dynamic relation to each other."
(Michele Elam author of The Souls of Mixed Folk: Race, Politics, and Aesthetics in the New Millennium
2013-03-04)

"Using comic performance—stand-up, situation comedy, animated television series, and children's
films—Gillota looks at the impact of diversity on humor. Recommended."
(Choice 2014-01-01)

"Gillota’s work is an important contribution to a growing body of scholarship on the serious business of
comedy. His work makes a strong case as to why it is necessary to analyze a particular society’s humor if
one seeks to understand its values and the ways in which its history continues to shape its culture today."
(Journal of American Ethnic History)

About the Author

DAVID GILLOTA is an assistant professor in the humanities department at the University of Wisconsin-
Platteville. He has published essays on American humor in Journal of Popular Film and Television and the
Journal of Popular Culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Hendrix:

The book Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Ethnic Humor in
Multiethnic America to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read
a reserve Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Wayne Millican:

The book Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America? Wide
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variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America
has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jeremy Bedford:

This Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America can be among the
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside
that this Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Roberta Anglin:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Download and Read Online Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America
By David Gillota #Y2HB9RLTOZN

PDF File: Ethnic Humor In Multiethnic America 6



Read and Download Ebook Ethnic Humor In Multiethnic America PDF Public Ebook Library

Read Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America By David Gillota for
online ebook

Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America By David Gillota Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read,
good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books
online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read
Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America By David Gillota books to read online.

Online Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America By David Gillota ebook PDF download

Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America By David Gillota Doc

Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America By David Gillota Mobipocket

Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America By David Gillota EPub

PDF File: Ethnic Humor In Multiethnic America 7


