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After the events of September 11, 2001, Stephen Coughlin was mobilized from
his private sector career to the Intelligence Directorate at the Joint Chiefs of Staff
to work in Targeting. Thus began his education in terrorism. In the years that
followed, Coughlin earned recognition as the Pentagon’s leading expert on the
Islamic-based doctrines motivating jihadi groups that confront America. He came
into demand as a trainer and lecturer at leading commands and senior service
staff institutions, including the National Defense University, the Army and Navy
War Colleges, the Marine Corps-Quantico, the State Department, and the FBI. So
effective were his presentations that some in the special operations community
dubbed them “Red Pill” briefings, a reference to an iconic scene in The Matrix.
It’s an apt metaphor: Once the facts and doctrines are properly explained and
understood, there is no going back. This was more than our enemies – and, it
seems, our leaders – could tolerate. Beginning in 2011, the Muslim Brotherhood
convinced the White House to ban Coughlin and put an end to his briefings. The
move was in keeping with shariah concepts of slander that seek to blindfold
America to certain realities that render us defenseless against a threat made
existential by the very ignorance it gets our leaders to enforce. In times like this –
when the White House’s former counterterrorism strategist can declare it
unconstitutional to allow national security analysts to look to Islam to understand
jihad – there’s an urgent need to pull away the blindfold so we can see and
confront the threat. Such is the goal of Catastrophic Failure. The book, drawn
heavily from Coughlin’s “outlawed” briefings, is a comprehensive assessment of
Islamic law and doctrine known to form the basis of hostile threat strategies
directed against America and the West, the challenges they present, and the
ideologically induced breakdown of fact-based decisionmaking that is nothing
short of professional malpractice by our national security elites.
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After the events of September 11, 2001, Stephen Coughlin was mobilized from his private sector career to
the Intelligence Directorate at the Joint Chiefs of Staff to work in Targeting. Thus began his education in
terrorism. In the years that followed, Coughlin earned recognition as the Pentagon’s leading expert on the
Islamic-based doctrines motivating jihadi groups that confront America. He came into demand as a trainer
and lecturer at leading commands and senior service staff institutions, including the National Defense
University, the Army and Navy War Colleges, the Marine Corps-Quantico, the State Department, and the
FBI. So effective were his presentations that some in the special operations community dubbed them “Red
Pill” briefings, a reference to an iconic scene in The Matrix. It’s an apt metaphor: Once the facts and
doctrines are properly explained and understood, there is no going back. This was more than our enemies –
and, it seems, our leaders – could tolerate. Beginning in 2011, the Muslim Brotherhood convinced the White
House to ban Coughlin and put an end to his briefings. The move was in keeping with shariah concepts of
slander that seek to blindfold America to certain realities that render us defenseless against a threat made
existential by the very ignorance it gets our leaders to enforce. In times like this – when the White House’s
former counterterrorism strategist can declare it unconstitutional to allow national security analysts to look to
Islam to understand jihad – there’s an urgent need to pull away the blindfold so we can see and confront the
threat. Such is the goal of Catastrophic Failure. The book, drawn heavily from Coughlin’s “outlawed”
briefings, is a comprehensive assessment of Islamic law and doctrine known to form the basis of hostile
threat strategies directed against America and the West, the challenges they present, and the ideologically
induced breakdown of fact-based decisionmaking that is nothing short of professional malpractice by our
national security elites.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Stephen Coughlin is a Senior Fellow at the Center for Security Policy and a Lincoln Fellow at the Claremont
Institute. Along with Patrick Poole, he recently formed Unconstrained Analytics, Inc., a 501(c)3 dedicated to
raising awareness of what constitutes a threat that our leaders seem disinclined to recognize or even make an
effort to understand.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Dungan:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Catastrophic Failure:
Blindfolding America in the Face of Jihad to read.

Cheri Whaley:

Catastrophic Failure: Blindfolding America in the Face of Jihad can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Catastrophic Failure: Blindfolding America in the Face of Jihad but doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

James Peters:

This Catastrophic Failure: Blindfolding America in the Face of Jihad is great publication for you because the
content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can claim no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Catastrophic Failure: Blindfolding America in the Face of Jihad in your hand like finding the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that?
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David Rutherford:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is Catastrophic Failure: Blindfolding America in the Face of Jihad this publication consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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