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Femininity in the form of the donna-crisi, or “crisis-woman,” was a fixture of
fascist propaganda in the early 1930s. A uniquely Italian representation of the
modern woman, she was cosmopolitan, dangerously thin, and childless, the
antithesis of the fascist feminine ideal – the flashpoint for a range of anxieties
that included everything from the changing social roles of urban women to the
slippage of stable racial boundaries between the Italian nation and its colonies.

Using a rich assortment of scientific, medical, and popular literature, Natasha V.
Chang’s The Crisis-Woman examines the donna-crisi’s position within the
gendered body politics of fascist Italy. Challenging analyses of the era which
treat modern and transgressive women as points of resistance to fascist power,
Chang argues that the crisis-woman was an object of negativity within a
gendered narrative of fascist modernity that pitted a sterile and decadent
modernity against a healthy and fertile fascist one.
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Femininity in the form of the donna-crisi, or “crisis-woman,” was a fixture of fascist propaganda in the early
1930s. A uniquely Italian representation of the modern woman, she was cosmopolitan, dangerously thin, and
childless, the antithesis of the fascist feminine ideal – the flashpoint for a range of anxieties that included
everything from the changing social roles of urban women to the slippage of stable racial boundaries
between the Italian nation and its colonies.

Using a rich assortment of scientific, medical, and popular literature, Natasha V. Chang’s The Crisis-Woman
examines the donna-crisi’s position within the gendered body politics of fascist Italy. Challenging analyses
of the era which treat modern and transgressive women as points of resistance to fascist power, Chang argues
that the crisis-woman was an object of negativity within a gendered narrative of fascist modernity that pitted
a sterile and decadent modernity against a healthy and fertile fascist one.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘This book should appeal to anyone interested in the fascist period, and not only to literary critics. Historians
of Italy and of fashion, as well as feminist scholars, to name a few, will find much to learn in Chang’s
engaging and well-written monograph.’

(Cristina Mazzoni Annali D’Italianistica vol 35:2016)

Review
“The Crisis-Woman is a welcome and multi-layered picture of a subtle dynamic between power and
resistance on the role of women under the fascist regime. It comes as an important contribution to the
growing scholarship on Italian fascism.” (Eugenia Paulicelli, Professor of Italian, Comparative Literature,
and Women’s Studies, Queens College, City University of New York)

“Chang has picked up on one of those fascinating phrases, ‘crisis-woman,’ which has circulated in the
absence of any definition, much less research, captured its usage in the periodicals of the time, and pinned
down practically all of its meanings to the fascist regime.” (Victoria de Grazia, Moore Collegiate Professor
of History, Columbia University)

About the Author
Natasha V. Chang is a visiting assistant professor in the Department of Comparative Literature and the
Dean of Brainerd Commons at Middlebury College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Nelson:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Crisis-Woman: Body Politics and the Modern Woman in
Fascist Italy (Toronto Italian Studies). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important the book The Crisis-Woman: Body Politics and the Modern
Woman in Fascist Italy (Toronto Italian Studies). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jennifer Jones:

The book The Crisis-Woman: Body Politics and the Modern Woman in Fascist Italy (Toronto Italian
Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
great thing like a book The Crisis-Woman: Body Politics and the Modern Woman in Fascist Italy (Toronto
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Italian Studies)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Crisis-Woman:
Body Politics and the Modern Woman in Fascist Italy (Toronto Italian Studies) has simple shape however
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

David Hedges:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Crisis-Woman: Body Politics and the
Modern Woman in Fascist Italy (Toronto Italian Studies) book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Michael Kruger:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
Among the books in the top record in your reading list is The Crisis-Woman: Body Politics and the Modern
Woman in Fascist Italy (Toronto Italian Studies). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get
many advantages.
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