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From well-known Brazilian playwright Francisco Azevedo, a heartwarming
debut novel about three generations of a family whose kitchen contains the secret
ingredient for happiness—sure to appeal to fans of Like Water for Chocolate.

Once upon a time there was some rice. Rice planted in the earth, fallen from the
sky, and gathered up from the stone. Rice that doesn’t spoil, it came from far
away, by ship with three exuberant young people filled with dreams…

Once Upon a Time in Rio is a spellbinding family saga beginning with José
Custódio and Maria Romana and their search for a prosperous future. As
newlyweds, José and Maria immigrated to Brazil at the beginning of the
twentieth century, accompanied by a special gift. During the dinner preparations
to celebrate their centenary wedding anniversary, their eldest son Antonio,
already a grandfather, looks back at the lives of his parents, his aunt, his brothers,
their children and grandchildren, as well as his own.

Antonio knows that family is a difficult dish to get right and that happiness must
be cooked up day by day; however, what separates his family from any other is
its possession of a secret ingredient for happiness: the sack of magical rice given
to his parents on their wedding day. With the help of the rice, whose magic is as
old as fire and time, Antonio’s family has been guided through the most trying of
life’s tribulations.

Lyrically written, Once Upon a Time in Rio bares the fragile yet strong nature of
the human spirit and with great insight captures the solace provided by loved
ones in times of need. Already an international bestseller, this is a beautifully told
tale about the wisdom of past generations and the inextricable ties of family.
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From well-known Brazilian playwright Francisco Azevedo, a heartwarming debut novel about three
generations of a family whose kitchen contains the secret ingredient for happiness—sure to appeal to fans of
Like Water for Chocolate.

Once upon a time there was some rice. Rice planted in the earth, fallen from the sky, and gathered up from
the stone. Rice that doesn’t spoil, it came from far away, by ship with three exuberant young people filled
with dreams…

Once Upon a Time in Rio is a spellbinding family saga beginning with José Custódio and Maria Romana and
their search for a prosperous future. As newlyweds, José and Maria immigrated to Brazil at the beginning of
the twentieth century, accompanied by a special gift. During the dinner preparations to celebrate their
centenary wedding anniversary, their eldest son Antonio, already a grandfather, looks back at the lives of his
parents, his aunt, his brothers, their children and grandchildren, as well as his own.

Antonio knows that family is a difficult dish to get right and that happiness must be cooked up day by day;
however, what separates his family from any other is its possession of a secret ingredient for happiness: the
sack of magical rice given to his parents on their wedding day. With the help of the rice, whose magic is as
old as fire and time, Antonio’s family has been guided through the most trying of life’s tribulations.

Lyrically written, Once Upon a Time in Rio bares the fragile yet strong nature of the human spirit and with
great insight captures the solace provided by loved ones in times of need. Already an international bestseller,
this is a beautifully told tale about the wisdom of past generations and the inextricable ties of family.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Family is a difficult dish to get right is a recurring phrase in this first novel by a noted Brazilian playwright.
As he prepares a meal, the narrator, 88-year-old Antonio Custódio, recalls 100 years of family history,
beginning with the marriage of his father, José, and his mother, Maria Romana, in Portugal. José’s sister,
Palma, presents them with an unusual wedding present, the rice that was thrown following the ceremony.
This rice becomes part of the family’s story as José, Maria Romana, and Palma immigrate to Brazil, where
Antonio and his three siblings are born. Antonio, in turn, is presented with the rice upon his marriage to
Isabel. Antonio’s own two children are born in Rio, where he has opened a restaurant. As the family grows,
the rice continues to symbolize love and fertility, although love is often tested, and ideas about what
constitutes fertility and even family evolve. This novel evokes the flavors of Brazil and will be most
appreciated by readers interested in South American fiction. --Mary Ellen Quinn

Review
“This novel evokes the flavors of Brazil and will be...appreciated by readers interested in South American
fiction.” (Booklist, Print review)

About the Author
Francisco Azevedo is a world-renowned scriptwriter, playwright, and poet and was a finalist for the Sao
Paulo Prize in literature. Once Upon a Time in Rio is Azevedo’s debut novel. He lives in Brazil.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Once Upon a Time in Rio: A Novel to
read.

Dorothy Waddell:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Once Upon a Time in
Rio: A Novel book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.
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James Pierce:

The experience that you get from Once Upon a Time in Rio: A Novel is the more deep you searching the
information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but Once Upon a Time in Rio: A Novel giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this Once Upon a Time in Rio: A Novel instantly.

John Burns:

The book untitled Once Upon a Time in Rio: A Novel contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in
the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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