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Investigating the cultural, social, and political histories of punishment during
ninety years surrounding the 1838 abolition of slavery in Jamaica, Diana Paton
challenges standard historiographies of slavery and discipline. The abolition of
slavery in Jamaica, as elsewhere, entailed the termination of slaveholders’ legal
right to use violence—which they defined as “punishment”—against those they
had held as slaves. Paton argues that, while slave emancipation involved major
changes in the organization and representation of punishment, there was no
straightforward transition from corporal punishment to the prison or from
privately inflicted to state-controlled punishment. Contesting the dichotomous
understanding of pre-modern and modern modes of power that currently
dominates the historiography of punishment, she offers critical readings of
influential theories of power and resistance, including those of Michel Foucault,
Pierre Bourdieu, and Ranajit Guha.

No Bond but the Law reveals the longstanding and intimate relationship between
state formation and private punishment. The construction of a dense, state-
organized system of prisons began not with emancipation but at the peak of
slave-based wealth in Jamaica, in the 1780s. Jamaica provided the paradigmatic
case for British observers imagining and evaluating the emancipation process.
Paton’s analysis moves between imperial processes on the one hand and
Jamaican specificities on the other, within a framework comparing developments
regarding punishment in Jamaica with those in the U.S. South and elsewhere.
Emphasizing the gendered nature of penal policy and practice throughout the
emancipation period, Paton is attentive to the ways in which the actions of
ordinary Jamaicans and, in particular, of women prisoners, shaped state
decisions.
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Investigating the cultural, social, and political histories of punishment during ninety years surrounding the
1838 abolition of slavery in Jamaica, Diana Paton challenges standard historiographies of slavery and
discipline. The abolition of slavery in Jamaica, as elsewhere, entailed the termination of slaveholders’ legal
right to use violence—which they defined as “punishment”—against those they had held as slaves. Paton
argues that, while slave emancipation involved major changes in the organization and representation of
punishment, there was no straightforward transition from corporal punishment to the prison or from privately
inflicted to state-controlled punishment. Contesting the dichotomous understanding of pre-modern and
modern modes of power that currently dominates the historiography of punishment, she offers critical
readings of influential theories of power and resistance, including those of Michel Foucault, Pierre Bourdieu,
and Ranajit Guha.

No Bond but the Law reveals the longstanding and intimate relationship between state formation and private
punishment. The construction of a dense, state-organized system of prisons began not with emancipation but
at the peak of slave-based wealth in Jamaica, in the 1780s. Jamaica provided the paradigmatic case for
British observers imagining and evaluating the emancipation process. Paton’s analysis moves between
imperial processes on the one hand and Jamaican specificities on the other, within a framework comparing
developments regarding punishment in Jamaica with those in the U.S. South and elsewhere. Emphasizing the
gendered nature of penal policy and practice throughout the emancipation period, Paton is attentive to the
ways in which the actions of ordinary Jamaicans and, in particular, of women prisoners, shaped state
decisions.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

Here thing why this specific No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State
Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content
is as yummy as food or not. No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State
Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with No Bond
but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New
Directions in Women's Studies). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and
Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) in e-
book can be your substitute.

Pamela Dudley:

Often the book No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation,
1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
see, this book very ideal to you. The book No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican
State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Rachel Garber:

Why? Because this No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation,
1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than
the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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Lavonne Ouellette:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping No Bond but the Law: Punishment,
Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's
Studies) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you may pick No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation,
1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) become your starter.
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