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The fascinating history of a Baltic empire’s dominance and
decline—excerpted from internationally bestselling author Norman Davies’s
Vanished Kingdoms

Vanished Kingdoms introduces readers to once-powerful European empires that
have left scant traces on the modern map. In this excerpt from his widely
acclaimed book, Norman Davies tells the ill-fated story of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania. Founded in the mid-thirteenth century in one of the continent’s first
settled regions, where the oldest of its Indo-European languages is spoken, the
Grand Duchy at its peak was the largest country in Europe, stretching from the
Baltic to the Black Sea, and it commanded yet greater influence after uniting with
its western neighbor, the Kingdom of Poland, to form the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth. The Grand Duchy’s huge territory included the great cities of
Kiev, Vilnius, Riga, Minsk, and Brest. Despite being ahead of its time as an
elective republic in an age of absolute monarchy, power struggles and foreign
incursions led to its ultimate demise and forced partition by Russia, Prussia, and
Austria in 1795.

In this selection from a work The Boston Globe has called “commendably
accessible, magisterial, and uncommonly humane,” Davies chronicles these rich
yet unfamiliar chapters in the history of modern Lithuania, Belarus, and Latvia
with his signature acuity and verve.
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Vanished Kingdoms introduces readers to once-powerful European empires that have left scant traces on the
modern map. In this excerpt from his widely acclaimed book, Norman Davies tells the ill-fated story of the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Founded in the mid-thirteenth century in one of the continent’s first settled
regions, where the oldest of its Indo-European languages is spoken, the Grand Duchy at its peak was the
largest country in Europe, stretching from the Baltic to the Black Sea, and it commanded yet greater
influence after uniting with its western neighbor, the Kingdom of Poland, to form the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth. The Grand Duchy’s huge territory included the great cities of Kiev, Vilnius, Riga, Minsk,
and Brest. Despite being ahead of its time as an elective republic in an age of absolute monarchy, power
struggles and foreign incursions led to its ultimate demise and forced partition by Russia, Prussia, and
Austria in 1795.

In this selection from a work The Boston Globe has called “commendably accessible, magisterial, and
uncommonly humane,” Davies chronicles these rich yet unfamiliar chapters in the history of modern
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Brown:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Litva:
The Rise and Fall of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania: A Selection from Vanished Kingdoms (Penguin Tracks).
All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Bill Flores:

The book untitled Litva: The Rise and Fall of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania: A Selection from Vanished
Kingdoms (Penguin Tracks) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with
easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of
literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Victor Shepard:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Litva: The Rise and Fall
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania: A Selection from Vanished Kingdoms (Penguin Tracks) can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Mary Salas:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Litva: The Rise and Fall of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania: A Selection from Vanished Kingdoms (Penguin Tracks) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st
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opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Litva: The Rise and Fall of the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania: A Selection from Vanished Kingdoms (Penguin Tracks) can to be your new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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