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This book examines the fascinating origins and the complex evolution of Italian
national citizenship from the unification of Italy in 1861 until just after World
War II. It does so by exploring the civic history of Italians in the peninsula, and
of Italy's colonial and overseas native populations. Using little-known
documentation, Sabina Donati delves into the policies, debates, and formal
notions of Italian national citizenship with a view to grasping the multi-faceted,
evolving, and often contested vision(s) of italianità. In her study, these disparate
visions are brought into conversation with contemporary scholarship pertaining
to alienhood, racial thinking, migration, expansionism, and gender. As the first
English-language book on the modern history of Italian citizenship, this work
highlights often-overlooked precedents, continuities, and discontinuities within
and between liberal and fascist Italies. It invites the reader to compare the Italian
experiences with other European ones, such as French, British, and German
citizenship traditions.
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unification of Italy in 1861 until just after World War II. It does so by exploring the civic history of Italians
in the peninsula, and of Italy's colonial and overseas native populations. Using little-known documentation,
Sabina Donati delves into the policies, debates, and formal notions of Italian national citizenship with a view
to grasping the multi-faceted, evolving, and often contested vision(s) of italianità. In her study, these
disparate visions are brought into conversation with contemporary scholarship pertaining to alienhood, racial
thinking, migration, expansionism, and gender. As the first English-language book on the modern history of
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European ones, such as French, British, and German citizenship traditions.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book successfully crosses one of the great divides in Italian historiography, that between Liberal and
Fascist regimes, in accounting for the development of an Italian national political identity. The scholarship,
organization, and theoretical thrust of the book conspire to produce a thoroughly excellent piece of work."
(John Agnew)

"This book makes particular contributions to women's history, legal history, citizenship studies, comparative
nationalism, and an analysis of fascism. Threads of history interweave to present a new understanding?this
book is more than the sum of its many parts." (Mark Choate)

"Donati presents a valuable study of the complex ideas surrounding Italian citizenship and national identity.
Her ability to clearly summarize juridical definitions of citizenship and cultural conceptions about being
Italian will benefit readers who are familiar with the evolution of Italian citizenship laws and notions of
national identity, as well as those who are new to the nuances of Italian jurisprudence and national self-
identification . . . Highly recommended." (P. Lorenzini CHOICE)

About the Author
Sabina Donati is Research Associate of the Pierre du Bois Foundation for Current History, Geneva

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robin Blakely:

The book A Political History of National Citizenship and Identity in Italy, 1861–1950 make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book A
Political History of National Citizenship and Identity in Italy, 1861–1950 being your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open up and read a e-book A Political History of National Citizenship and
Identity in Italy, 1861–1950. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Josephine McIntire:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Political History of National Citizenship and
Identity in Italy, 1861–1950 book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.
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Kristi Duncan:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. A Political History of National Citizenship and Identity in Italy,
1861–1950 can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare
time problems.

Belinda Fergerson:

This A Political History of National Citizenship and Identity in Italy, 1861–1950 is completely new way for
you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this A
Political History of National Citizenship and Identity in Italy, 1861–1950 can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that
in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading
a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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