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As the teenage ruler of his own country, Matt must cope with clones and
cartels in this riveting sequel to the modern classic House of the Scorpion,
winner of the National Book Award, a Newbery Honor, and a Printz Honor.

Matt has always been nothing but a clone—grown from a strip of old El Patron’s
skin. Now, at age fourteen, he finds himself suddenly thrust into the position of
ruling over his own country. The Land of Opium is the largest territory of the
Dope Confederacy, which ranges on the map like an intestine from the ruins of
San Diego to the ruins of Matamoros. But while Opium thrives, the rest of the
world has been devastated by ecological disaster—and hidden in Opium is the
cure.

And that isn’t all that awaits within the depths of Opium. Matt is haunted by the
ubiquitous army of eejits, zombielike workers harnessed to the old El Patron’s
sinister system of drug growing—people stripped of the very qualities that once
made them human.

Matt wants to use his newfound power to help, to stop the suffering, but he can’t
even find a way to smuggle his childhood love, Maria, across the border and into
Opium. Instead, his every move hits a roadblock, some from the enemies that
surround him…and some from a voice within himself. For who is Matt really,
but the clone of an evil, murderous dictator?
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As the teenage ruler of his own country, Matt must cope with clones and cartels in this riveting sequel
to the modern classic House of the Scorpion, winner of the National Book Award, a Newbery Honor,
and a Printz Honor.

Matt has always been nothing but a clone—grown from a strip of old El Patron’s skin. Now, at age fourteen,
he finds himself suddenly thrust into the position of ruling over his own country. The Land of Opium is the
largest territory of the Dope Confederacy, which ranges on the map like an intestine from the ruins of San
Diego to the ruins of Matamoros. But while Opium thrives, the rest of the world has been devastated by
ecological disaster—and hidden in Opium is the cure.

And that isn’t all that awaits within the depths of Opium. Matt is haunted by the ubiquitous army of eejits,
zombielike workers harnessed to the old El Patron’s sinister system of drug growing—people stripped of the
very qualities that once made them human.

Matt wants to use his newfound power to help, to stop the suffering, but he can’t even find a way to smuggle
his childhood love, Maria, across the border and into Opium. Instead, his every move hits a roadblock, some
from the enemies that surround him…and some from a voice within himself. For who is Matt really, but the
clone of an evil, murderous dictator?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
* "This highly anticipated sequel to Farmer’s National Book Award–winning The House of the Scorpion
(2002) begins soon after the funeral of the drug lord El Patrón and the murder of nearly everyone who
attended the event. Fourteen-year-old Matt, the dead drug lord’s clone, was originally created to provide
spare parts for El Patrón, but is now the Lord of Opium.... Once again, Farmer’s near-future world offers an
electric blend of horrors and beauty. Lyrically written and filled with well-rounded, sometimes thorny
characters, this superb novel is well worth the wait."(June 24, 2013, *STARRED REVIEW)

From School Library Journal
Gr 7 Up—This long-awaited sequel (2013) to The House of the Scorpion (2002, both S & S) begins with
Matt becoming El Patrón and no longer a clone. With El Patrón's death and the death of all his relatives, Matt
is the new Lord of Opium and his plan is to cure the eejits, the microchipped workers of Opium, and prevent
a takeover of the country. He must learn to be a tough drug lord and deal with his new status as a person, not
a dispensable clone. Dangers surround the boy, and he must learn who to trust in order to save the eejits and
the lives of his friends. Matt must also struggle for his own soul as he assumes power. Addressing many
ethical issues such as cloning, the drug trade, human rights, and ecological concerns, Farmer shines a light on
issues facing our society today and provides a fascinating look at how people deal with these concerns in
Opium. Raúl Esparza shows Matt's internal struggles and brings to life the emotions and personalities of all
the characters. They are well created and complex, from the jefe Cienfuegos, who destroyed people's lives
while wanting to save the environment, to Listen, who struggles with emotions, religion, and friendship
when she only knows science, abandonment, and terror. Farmer's novel is a reminder to stay vigilant to the
problems of the world and not become indifferent. This is a well-written work with an important message for
teens.—Sarah Flood, Breckinridge County Public Library, Hardinsburg, KY

From Booklist
* "Most young readers who loved The House of the Scorpion (2002) when it was first released are now
adults, and today’s teen audience will need to read the first title in order to fully understand Farmer’s
brilliantly realized world…. A stellar sequel worth the wait.” (June 1, 2013, *STARRED REVIEW)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Howard:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Lord of Opium. Try to make the book The Lord of Opium as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.
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Thomas Jones:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do that.
You must know how great along with important the book The Lord of Opium. All type of book could you
see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Kimberly Franks:

The e-book untitled The Lord of Opium is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book
of The Lord of Opium from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Barbara Simon:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Lord of Opium that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to
pick The Lord of Opium become your starter.
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