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The world of Sub-Saharan African music is immensely rich and diverse,
containing a plethora of repertoires and traditions. In The African Imagination in
Music, renowned music scholar Kofi Agawu offers an introduction to the major
dimensions of this music and the values upon which it rests. Agawu leads his
readers through an exploration of the traditions, structural elements, instruments,
and performative techniques that characterize the music. In sections that focus
upon rhythm, melody, form, and harmony, the essential parts of African music
come into relief. While traditional music, the backbone of Africa's musical
thinking, receives the most attention, Agawu also supplies insights into popular
and art music in order to demonstrate the breadth of the African musical
imagination. Close readings of a variety of songs, including an Ewe dirge, an
Aka children's song, and Fela's 'Suffering and Smiling' supplement the broader
discussion.
The African Imagination in Music foregrounds a hitherto under-reported legacy
of recordings and insists on the necessity of experiencing music as sound in order
to appreciate and understand it fully. Accordingly, a Companion Website features
important examples of the music discussed in detail in the book. Accessibly and
engagingly written for a general audience, The African Imagination in Music is
poised to renew interest in Black African music and to engender discussion of its
creative underpinnings by Africanists, ethnomusicologists, music theorists and
musicologists.
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The world of Sub-Saharan African music is immensely rich and diverse, containing a plethora of repertoires
and traditions. In The African Imagination in Music, renowned music scholar Kofi Agawu offers an
introduction to the major dimensions of this music and the values upon which it rests. Agawu leads his
readers through an exploration of the traditions, structural elements, instruments, and performative
techniques that characterize the music. In sections that focus upon rhythm, melody, form, and harmony, the
essential parts of African music come into relief. While traditional music, the backbone of Africa's musical
thinking, receives the most attention, Agawu also supplies insights into popular and art music in order to
demonstrate the breadth of the African musical imagination. Close readings of a variety of songs, including
an Ewe dirge, an Aka children's song, and Fela's 'Suffering and Smiling' supplement the broader discussion.
The African Imagination in Music foregrounds a hitherto under-reported legacy of recordings and insists on
the necessity of experiencing music as sound in order to appreciate and understand it fully. Accordingly, a
Companion Website features important examples of the music discussed in detail in the book. Accessibly
and engagingly written for a general audience, The African Imagination in Music is poised to renew interest
in Black African music and to engender discussion of its creative underpinnings by Africanists,
ethnomusicologists, music theorists and musicologists.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Proctor:

The book The African Imagination in Music can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book The African Imagination in Music? Some of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The African Imagination in Music has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Lois Araiza:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This The African Imagination in Music book is readable simply
by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated
with The African Imagination in Music content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you still
thinking The African Imagination in Music is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Kenneth Jordan:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The African Imagination in Music, you are
able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Tommy Bowles:

This The African Imagination in Music is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The African
Imagination in Music can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to
get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I
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mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
in addition to knowledge.
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