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Intellectuals and Race is a radical book in the original sense of one that goes to
the root of the problem. The role of intellectuals in racial strife is explored in an
international context that puts the American experience in a wholly new light.

The views of individual intellectuals have spanned the spectrum, but the views of
intellectuals as a whole have tended to cluster. Indeed, these views have clustered
at one end of the spectrum in the early twentieth century and then clustered at the
opposite end of the spectrum in the late twentieth century. Moreover, these
radically different views of race in these two eras were held by intellectuals
whose views on other issues were very similar in both eras.

Intellectuals and Race is not, however, a book about history, even though it has
much historical evidence, as well as demographic, geographic, economic and
statistical evidence-- all of it directed toward testing the underlying assumptions
about race that have prevailed at times among intellectuals in general, and
especially intellectuals at the highest levels. Nor is this simply a theoretical
exercise. The impact of intellectuals' ideas and crusades on the larger society,
both past and present, is the ultimate concern. These ideas and crusades have
ranged widely from racial theories of intelligence to eugenics to "social justice"
and multiculturalism.

In addition to in-depth examinations of these and other issues, Intellectuals and
Race explores the incentives, the visions and the rationales that drive intellectuals
at the highest levels to conclusions that have often turned out to be
counterproductive and even disastrous, not only for particular racial or ethnic
groups, but for societies as a whole.
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Intellectuals and Race is a radical book in the original sense of one that goes to the root of the problem. The
role of intellectuals in racial strife is explored in an international context that puts the American experience
in a wholly new light.

The views of individual intellectuals have spanned the spectrum, but the views of intellectuals as a whole
have tended to cluster. Indeed, these views have clustered at one end of the spectrum in the early twentieth
century and then clustered at the opposite end of the spectrum in the late twentieth century. Moreover, these
radically different views of race in these two eras were held by intellectuals whose views on other issues
were very similar in both eras.

Intellectuals and Race is not, however, a book about history, even though it has much historical evidence, as
well as demographic, geographic, economic and statistical evidence-- all of it directed toward testing the
underlying assumptions about race that have prevailed at times among intellectuals in general, and especially
intellectuals at the highest levels. Nor is this simply a theoretical exercise. The impact of intellectuals' ideas
and crusades on the larger society, both past and present, is the ultimate concern. These ideas and crusades
have ranged widely from racial theories of intelligence to eugenics to "social justice" and multiculturalism.

In addition to in-depth examinations of these and other issues, Intellectuals and Race explores the incentives,
the visions and the rationales that drive intellectuals at the highest levels to conclusions that have often
turned out to be counterproductive and even disastrous, not only for particular racial or ethnic groups, but for
societies as a whole.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Lamenting the tendency toward one-dimensional analysis of race status in the U.S., Sowell explores the
various perspectives that intellectuals have brought to race on how racial groups have affected and been
effected by the sociopolitics of their era. He analyzes the early twentieth-century notions of genetic
determination, or biology as destiny, which evolved into the eugenics movement and the foundation of
Nazism, and he juxtaposes this with the late twentieth-century intellectual assessment of discrimination as
the dominant cause of race status. Sowell digs beneath the intellectual arguments to offer more nuanced and
complex consideration of attitudes on race and racism. For example, he notes that white project dwellers in
Britain “act out” in ways similar to those of black American ghetto dwellers and that, at the turn of the
twentieth century, black northerners were not segregated until the arrival of southern black migrants, whom
they criticized nearly as much as whites did. Through myriad other observations, Sowell analyzes the
significance of class in perspectives on race and considers how intellectuals themselves are driven to their
positions. --Vernon Ford

Review

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review
“Sowell brings an all-too-rare perspective to whatever he writes about — that of a conservative black
intellectual, especially valuable for this book's topic.”

New American
“After reading Dr. Thomas Sowell's latest book, Intellectuals and Race, one cannot emerge with much
respect for the reasoning powers of intellectuals, particularly academics, on matters of race. There's so much
faulty logic and downright dishonesty.”

Mona Charen, Creator's Syndicate
“I plunged into Thomas Sowell's latest book, Intellectuals and Race, immediately upon its arrival, but soon
realized that I needed to slow down. Many writers express a few ideas with a great cataract of words. Sowell
is the opposite. Every sentence contains at least one insight or fascinating statistic — frequently more than
one.”

About the Author

Thomas Sowell is the Rose and Milton Friedman Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution, and has taught
economics at Cornell, UCLA, Amherst, and other academic institutions. He is the author of Intellectuals and
Society, Dismantling America, Economic Facts and Fallacies, and the classic Basic Economics, which has
been translated into six languages. Sowell has published in both academic journals and in such popular
media as the Wall Street Journal, Forbes magazine, and Fortune, and he writes a syndicated column that
appears in newspapers across the country. He lives in Stanford, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Nathaniel Gonzalez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Intellectuals and Race. Try to stumble through book Intellectuals and Race
as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Hazel Reinoso:

Here thing why this particular Intellectuals and Race are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food
or not. Intellectuals and Race giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Intellectuals and Race. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Intellectuals and Race in
e-book can be your alternative.

Duane Harden:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Intellectuals and Race this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition
of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That
is why this book acceptable all of you.

Linda Cooper:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book
Intellectuals and Race. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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