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Among the Creeks, they were known as Estelvste—black people—and they had
lived among them since the days of the first Spanish entradas. They spoke the
same language as the Creeks, ate the same foods, and shared kinship ties. Their
only difference was the color of their skin.

This book tells how people of African heritage came to blend their lives with
those of their Indian neighbors and essentially became Creek themselves. Taking
in the full historical sweep of African Americans among the Creeks, from the
sixteenth century through Oklahoma statehood, Gary Zellar unfolds a narrative
history of the many contributions these people made to Creek history.

Drawing on a wealth of primary sources, Zellar reveals how African people
functioned as warriors, interpreters, preachers, medicine men, and even slave
labor, all of which allowed the tribe to withstand the shocks of Anglo-American
expansion. He also tells how they provided leaders who helped the Creeks
navigate the onslaught of allotment, tribal dissolution, and Oklahoma statehood.

In his compelling narrative, Zellar describes how African Creeks made a place
for themselves in a tolerant Creek Nation in which they had access to land,
resources, and political leverage—and how post–Civil War “reform” reduced
them to the second-class citizenship of other African Americans. It is a stirring
account that puts history in a new light as it adds to our understanding of the
multi-ethnic nature of Indian societies.
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Among the Creeks, they were known as Estelvste—black people—and they had lived among them since the
days of the first Spanish entradas. They spoke the same language as the Creeks, ate the same foods, and
shared kinship ties. Their only difference was the color of their skin.

This book tells how people of African heritage came to blend their lives with those of their Indian neighbors
and essentially became Creek themselves. Taking in the full historical sweep of African Americans among
the Creeks, from the sixteenth century through Oklahoma statehood, Gary Zellar unfolds a narrative history
of the many contributions these people made to Creek history.

Drawing on a wealth of primary sources, Zellar reveals how African people functioned as warriors,
interpreters, preachers, medicine men, and even slave labor, all of which allowed the tribe to withstand the
shocks of Anglo-American expansion. He also tells how they provided leaders who helped the Creeks
navigate the onslaught of allotment, tribal dissolution, and Oklahoma statehood.

In his compelling narrative, Zellar describes how African Creeks made a place for themselves in a tolerant
Creek Nation in which they had access to land, resources, and political leverage—and how post–Civil War
“reform” reduced them to the second-class citizenship of other African Americans. It is a stirring account
that puts history in a new light as it adds to our understanding of the multi-ethnic nature of Indian societies.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Gary Zellar holds a Ph.D. in history from the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. The author of several
articles and numerous presentations on the African Creeks, he lives and teaches in Saskatchewan, Canada.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Warren Matt:

The book African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the American West Series)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very
important thing like a book African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the
American West Series)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the American West Series)
has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Hardy:

Here thing why this African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the American West
Series) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in
the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. African Creeks: Estelvste
and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the American West Series) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with African Creeks:
Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the American West Series). It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of African
Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the American West Series) in e-book can be
your option.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the
American West Series) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
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facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer associated with African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and
Culture in the American West Series) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the American West Series) is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Angela Thomas:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the
American West Series) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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