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This anthology of Chinese women’s poetry in translation brings together
representative selections from the work of some 130 poets from the Han dynasty
to the early twentieth century. To measure the development of Chinese women’s
poetry, one must take into account not only the poems but also the prose
writings?prefaces, biographies, theoretical tracts?that framed them and attempted
to shape women’s writing as a distinct category of literature. To this end, the
anthology contains an extended section of criticism by and about women writers.
These poets include empresses, imperial concubines, courtesans, grandmothers,
recluses, Buddhist nuns, widows, painters, farm wives, revolutionaries, and
adolescent girls thought to be incarnate immortals. Some women wrote out of
isolation and despair, finding in words a mastery that otherwise eluded them.
Others were recruited into poetry by family members, friends, or sympathetic
male advocates. Some dwelt on intimate family matters and cast their poems as
addresses to husbands and sons at large in the wide world of men’s affairs. Each
woman had her own reasons for poetry and her own ways of appropriating, and
often changing, the conventions of both men’s and women’s verse.
The primary purpose of this anthology is to put before the English-speaking
reader evidence of the poetic talent that flourished, against all odds, among
women in premodern China. It is also designed to spur reflection among
specialists in Chinese poetry, inspiring new perspectives on both the Chinese
poetic tradition and the canon of female poets within that tradition. This partial
history both connects with and departs from the established patterns for women’s
writing in the West, thus complementing current discussions of “feminine
writing.”
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This anthology of Chinese women’s poetry in translation brings together representative selections from the
work of some 130 poets from the Han dynasty to the early twentieth century. To measure the development of
Chinese women’s poetry, one must take into account not only the poems but also the prose
writings?prefaces, biographies, theoretical tracts?that framed them and attempted to shape women’s writing
as a distinct category of literature. To this end, the anthology contains an extended section of criticism by
and about women writers.
These poets include empresses, imperial concubines, courtesans, grandmothers, recluses, Buddhist nuns,
widows, painters, farm wives, revolutionaries, and adolescent girls thought to be incarnate immortals. Some
women wrote out of isolation and despair, finding in words a mastery that otherwise eluded them. Others
were recruited into poetry by family members, friends, or sympathetic male advocates. Some dwelt on
intimate family matters and cast their poems as addresses to husbands and sons at large in the wide world of
men’s affairs. Each woman had her own reasons for poetry and her own ways of appropriating, and often
changing, the conventions of both men’s and women’s verse.
The primary purpose of this anthology is to put before the English-speaking reader evidence of the poetic
talent that flourished, against all odds, among women in premodern China. It is also designed to spur
reflection among specialists in Chinese poetry, inspiring new perspectives on both the Chinese poetic
tradition and the canon of female poets within that tradition. This partial history both connects with and
departs from the established patterns for women’s writing in the West, thus complementing current
discussions of “feminine writing.”
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Editorial Review

Review
“Well organized and thorough, it fills an enormous gap in Western literature on women’s literature in
China.”?Stephen H. West, University of California, Berkeley

From the Inside Flap

This anthology of Chinese women’s poetry in translation brings together representative selections from the
work of some 130 poets from the Han dynasty to the early twentieth century. To measure the development of
Chinese women’s poetry, one must take into account not only the poems but also the prose
writings—prefaces, biographies, theoretical tracts—that framed them and attempted to shape women’s
writing as a distinct category of literature. To this end, the anthology contains an extended section of
criticism by and about women writers.
These poets include empresses, imperial concubines, courtesans, grandmothers, recluses, Buddhist nuns,
widows, painters, farm wives, revolutionaries, and adolescent girls thought to be incarnate immortals. Some
women wrote out of isolation and despair, finding in words a mastery that otherwise eluded them. Others
were recruited into poetry by family members, friends, or sympathetic male advocates. Some dwelt on
intimate family matters and cast their poems as addresses to husbands and sons at large in the wide world of
men’s affairs. Each woman had her own reasons for poetry and her own ways of appropriating, and often
changing, the conventions of both men’s and women’s verse.
The primary purpose of this anthology is to put before the English-speaking reader evidence of the poetic
talent that flourished, against all odds, among women in premodern China. It is also designed to spur
reflection among specialists in Chinese poetry, inspiring new perspectives on both the Chinese poetic
tradition and the canon of female poets within that tradition. This partial history both connects with and
departs from the established patterns for women’s writing in the West, thus complementing current
discussions of “feminine writing.”

From the Back Cover

“Well organized and thorough, it fills an enormous gap in Western literature on women’s literature in
China.”—Stephen H. West, University of California, Berkeley

Users Review

From reader reviews:

June Hargrove:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Women Writers of Traditional China:
An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
acceptable book with you?
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Nancy Collins:

Here thing why this Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Women Writers of Traditional China: An
Anthology of Poetry and Criticism giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no book that similar with Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of
Poetry and Criticism. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Women Writers of Traditional China: An
Anthology of Poetry and Criticism in e-book can be your alternative.

Duane Coley:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of
Poetry and Criticism can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Women
Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism.

Andrea Behnke:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Women Writers of Traditional China: An
Anthology of Poetry and Criticism.
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