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"A compelling portrait of a man once serenely confident, searching decades
later for self-understanding."?Richard Holbrooke, The New York Times
Book Review

I had a part in a great failure. I made mistakes of perception, recommendation
and execution. If I have learned anything I should share it."

These are not words that Americans ever expected to hear from McGeorge
Bundy, the national security adviser to presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon
B. Johnson. But in the last years of his life, Bundy?the only principal architect of
Vietnam strategy to have maintained his public silence?decided to revisit the
decisions that had led to war and to look anew at the role he played.

In this original and provocative work of presidential history, Gordon M.
Goldstein distills the essential lessons of America's involvement in Vietnam,
drawing on his prodigious research as well as interviews and analysis he
conducted with Bundy before his death in 1996. Lessons in Disaster is a
historical tour de force on the uses and misuses of American power, and offers
instructive guidance that we must heed if we are not to repeat the mistakes of the
past.
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These are not words that Americans ever expected to hear from McGeorge Bundy, the national security
adviser to presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson. But in the last years of his life, Bundy?the
only principal architect of Vietnam strategy to have maintained his public silence?decided to revisit the
decisions that had led to war and to look anew at the role he played.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
As national security adviser, McGeorge Bundy was the prototypical best and brightest Vietnam War
policymaker in the Kennedy and Johnson administrations. Bundy was, according to foreign policy scholar
Goldstein, an out-and-out war hawk who again and again demonstrated a willingness, if not an eagerness, to
deploy military means in Vietnam. Goldstein worked with Bundy in the year before his death, in 1996, on an
uncompleted memoir and retrospective analysis of America's path to war. While drawing on that work in this
warts-and-all examination of Bundy's advisory role, this book is something different, containing Goldstein's
own conclusions. He painstakingly recounts his subject's role as national security adviser and ponders the
complexities of the elusive inner Bundy: for example, the buoyant good humor in the 1960s that seemed
unbowed by the weight of difficult strategic decisions. Among the surprising revelations: late in life Bundy
came to regret his hawkish ways, although he maintained to the end that the presidents, not their advisers,
were primarily responsible for the outcome of the war. Vietnam, he said, was overall, a war we should not
have fought. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
An important addition to the literature of the Vietnam War, this analysis examines the man who was the
president’s national security advisor from 1961 to 1966. For three decades afterward, Goldstein relates,
McGeorge Bundy declined to write a memoir about his role in the decisions that plunged America into that
war, but he changed his mind when Robert McNamara published his mea culpa In Retrospect (1995).
Unfortunately, Bundy died before the project made much progress; posthumously, Goldstein pulled together
a manuscript, but, he reports, Bundy’s widow quashed its publication and decreed its deposition in the
archives of the JFK library. Therefore, this work does not derive from Bundy’s memoir; it is Goldstein’s
negatively critical consideration of Bundy’s role on Vietnam. Flavored with anecdotes of Goldstein’s
interactions with Bundy as his research assistant, the narrative conveys Bundy’s hawkish recommendations
to JFK and LBJ, expresses Goldstein’s belief that the former would not have escalated the war as Johnson
did, and hints that Bundy before his death might have been preparing a recantation on Vietnam. A vital
volume for Vietnam War collections. --Gilbert Taylor

Review

“The must-read book for Obama's war team. . . . Many on the national security team at the White House are
now reading Lessons in Disaster by Gordon Goldstein. . . . A great, great book. Well worth the read as the
Afghanistan debate heats up.” ?George Stephanopoulos, ABCNews.com

“Full of fresh information on how the best and the brightest led America into the fiasco. . . . The book's
intimate account of White House decision-making is almost literally being replayed in Washington as the
new president sets a course for the war in Afghanistan. The time for all Americans to catch up with this
extraordinary cautionary tale is now.” ?Frank Rich, The New York Times

“A Vietnam book that haunts the U.S. in Afghanistan.” ?Stephen Schlesinger, Huffington Post

“Practically required reading in the West Wing.” ?Jonathan Alter, Newsweek

“The Vietnam analogy remains haunting. On Mr. Obama's nightstand is Gordon Goldstein's acclaimed
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biography of McGeorge Bundy, Lessons in Disaster, which describes the flawed decision-making of
President Lyndon B. Johnson in the Vietnam quagmire.” ?Al Hunt, International Herald Tribune

“No American who has lived through the Iraq experience will doubt how important it is for us to understand
why and how American presidents take our country to war. Key to understanding how John Kennedy and
Lyndon Johnson took the nation into Vietnam is the story of McGeorge Bundy's service to both men as
national security adviser. Thanks to his many long and penetrating talks with Bundy, his assiduous study of
the written record, and his mastery of the interplay among personality, politics, and national security
strategy, Gordon Goldstein has brought us a dispassionate, powerful, and brilliant assessment of McGeorge
Bundy's performance during the years he was given his cardinal moment in history. Goldstein's book helps
us comprehend how Americans were led, step by step, into the abyss of Vietnam. It also provides crucial
lessons for future presidents, members of Congress, and citizens as we grapple with the problems of where,
when, and how to apply American power around the world.” ?Michael Beschloss

“A compelling and personally sympathetic appraisal of Bundy as a brilliant statesman but also as a fallible
human being. Despite his remarkable intellect, Bundy ultimately failed to grasp the fundamental novelty of
the historical challenge posed by a communism fanatically driven by nationalistic anticolonialist passions. In
that context, presidential decision-making became increasingly focused on the imperatives of a local war and
less on its damaging impact on America's world role.” ?Zbigniew Brzezinski

“Thanks to Gordon Goldstein's superb book, we have fresh evidence for judging between a facile mind and a
wise one, and we can now assess more accurately the role of McGeorge Bundy in the Vietnam tragedy.” ?A.
J. Langguth

“This meticulously researched book gives us remarkable insight into one of the most critical foreign policy
decisions in U.S. history. Anyone aspiring to a leadership position in American politics or public policy
should carefully examine this perceptive work and its many valuable lessons.” ?Warren B. Rudman, former
U.S. senator (R–N.H.) and former chairman of the President's Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Miller:

The book Lessons in Disaster: McGeorge Bundy and the Path to War in Vietnam make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Lessons in Disaster: McGeorge Bundy and the Path to War in Vietnam to be your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a guide Lessons in Disaster: McGeorge Bundy
and the Path to War in Vietnam. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Jose Garcia:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
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have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because
just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Lessons in Disaster: McGeorge Bundy and the
Path to War in Vietnam to read.

Frank Tye:

The experience that you get from Lessons in Disaster: McGeorge Bundy and the Path to War in Vietnam
may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Lessons in Disaster: McGeorge Bundy and the
Path to War in Vietnam giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number
of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this kind of Lessons in Disaster: McGeorge Bundy and the Path to War in Vietnam instantly.

Kayla Congdon:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Lessons in Disaster:
McGeorge Bundy and the Path to War in Vietnam, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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