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Essential Criminal Law offers students an concise, yet comprehensive
introduction to criminal law in the United States. Criminal law expert and award-
winning professor Matthew Lippman walks students through the complexities of
the legal system using thought-provoking examples of real-life crimes and legal
defenses as well as highly approachable case analyses. Offering a wide variety of
engaging learning tools, the text encourages strong legal reasoning skills for
students who may not have had any exposure to case law—providing a solid
foundational understanding of this subject.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is the best of the criminal law textbooks I have taught from.  I think it is more student-centered.  So
many texts seem designed to impress other professors, but this one makes sense to the students, while not
skimping on the material presented.”
(Brian Cranny)

“I would, and have, described the book as a nice succinct clearly written text ideal for an introductory course
in criminal law.  I also say that I highly recommend it for such a course, and tell them that I keep using it.  I
also praise the support (supplemental) materials that come with it.”
(Stephen M. Sherlock)

“…Helpful equations regarding criminal law.”
(Stephen A Brundage)

About the Author

Matthew Lippman  is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Criminology, Law and Justice at the
University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC). He has taught criminal law and criminal procedure for more than
thirty years. He has also taught courses on civil liberties, law and society, and terrorism and currently teaches
international criminal law at John Marshall Law School in Chicago. He earned a doctorate in political
science from Northwestern University and a master of law from Harvard Law School, and he is a member of
the Pennsylvania Bar. He has been voted by the graduating seniors at UIC to receive the Silver Circle Award
for outstanding teaching on six separate occasions and also has received the UIC Flame Award from the
University of Illinois Alumni Association, as well as the Excellence in Teaching Award, Teaching
Recognition (Portfolio) Award, and Honors College Fellow of the Year Award. The university chapter of
Alpha Phi Sigma, the criminal justice honors society, named him Criminal Justice Professor of the Year on
three occasions. In 2008, he was recognized as a College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Master Teacher. He
was honored by the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, which named him Commencement Marshal at the
May 2012 graduation. Professor Lippman is also recognized in Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers.

Professor Lippman is author of one hundred articles and author or co-author of six books. These publications
focus on criminal law and criminal procedure, international human rights, and comparative law. He also is
author of five other SAGE volumes, Contemporary Criminal Law: Concepts, Cases, and Controversies (4th
ed., 2016), Criminal Procedure (3rd ed., 2017), Essential Criminal Law (2nd ed. 2017)  Criminal Evidence
(2016) and Striking the Balance: Debating Criminal Justice and Law (2017). His work is cited in hundreds
of academic publications and by domestic and international courts and organizations. He has also served on
legal teams appearing before the International Court of Justice in the Hague, has testified as an expert
witness on international law before numerous state and federal courts, and has consulted with both private
organizations and branches of the U.S. government. Professor Lippman regularly appears as a radio and
television commentator and is frequently quoted in leading newspapers. He has served in every major
administrative position in the Department of Criminology, Law and Justice at UIC, including department
head, director of undergraduate studies, and director of graduate studies.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hazel Gannon:

The book Essential Criminal Law make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Essential Criminal Law to become your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a guide Essential Criminal Law. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Tia Sargent:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Essential Criminal Law can be fine book to read. May be
it may be best activity to you.

Patrice Reese:

The book untitled Essential Criminal Law contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new age
of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Janet Thaxton:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
is Essential Criminal Law this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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