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Political war stories from a thorn in the side of Chicago's famous Boss

In 1955, south-sider Leon Despres was elected to the Chicago City Council-the
same year that Paddy Bauler famously uttered that "Chicago ain't ready for
reform." Ready or not, Chicago got twenty years of reform efforts from Despres,
one of the few independents in the council and the most liberal alderman in the
city. His demand to cut out the corrupt sale of city driveway permits made him
enemies from the very beginning. Over the years his crusades to ban
discrimination, preserve Chicago landmark buildings, and gain equality for
African-Americans-when Daley-beholden African-American council members
refused to help-threw wrench after wrench into the Machine. And, not
incidentally, changed the city.

But Challenging the Daley Machine is more than a memoir. It's a historical
portrait of the way things were done under the Boss, when changing times and a
changing city forced the Machine to confront the problems Despres championed.
His battles against the seemingly monolithic Machine are also an inspiration to
anyone who is facing long odds, but is convinced he/she is on the side of right.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Throughout his career [Leon M. Despres] has been in the forefront of just about every decent, worthwhile
effort made to improve life in this city." —Mike Royko, from the foreword

"Chicago's greatest alderman and one of Chicago's best journalists have produced a fabulous political
autobiography. In one exciting book is the story of Leon Despres, the Chicago machine, civil rights and
feminist revolutions, and indepedent reform efforts in Chicago for the last fifty years. It is a must-read for all
who care about Chicago and America. Alderman Despres provides the judgment, inspiration, wisdom, and
vision from which to fashion a better future. Martin Luther King Jr. had a dream, and Leon Despres had a
vision and plan for Chicago that is still unfulfilled. It is a tale of courage, fortitude, and brillance that inspires
us to pick up the torch that Despres has carried so long and so well."  —Dick Simpson, professor of political
science, University of Illinois at Chicago, former Chicago alderman, and author of Rogues, Rebels, and
Rubber Stamps: The Politics of the Chicago City Cuoncil from 1863 to Present

"If he did nothing else in his public career, Leon Despres would be justly memorialized for his city council
fights against racial discrimination. As incredible as it may seem today . . . Leon Despres was the sole voice
on the city council to take up this fight. . . . Despres was indeed a champion for civil rights, for ending
political corruption, for opportunities for women, and other causes, and his fight should be remembered."
—R. Craig Sautter, coauthor with Curt Johnson of The Wicked City: Chicago from Kenna to Capone

About the Author

Leon M. Despres was born in 1908 in Chicago. He graduated from the University of Chicago Law School in
1929. Since leaving the Chicago City Council in 1975 he has served as a parliamentarian for the Jane Byrne
and Harold Washington administrations and worked as an attorney, teacher, and lecturer. Despres lives in the
Hyde Park neighborhood of Chicago.

Kenan Heise spent seven years as a Franciscan monk before starting a thirty-year career at the Chicago
Tribune. His many books include Chicago the Beautiful (Bonus, 2001) and Resurrection Mary: A Ghost
Story (Chicago Historical Bookworks, 1990).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
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Well, probably you will want this Challenging the Daley Machine: A Chicago Alderman's Memoir.

Alice Christensen:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Challenging the Daley Machine: A Chicago
Alderman's Memoir as your daily resource information.

Oliver Lyle:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you
simply read you can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Challenging the Daley Machine: A
Chicago Alderman's Memoir it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Karen Huff:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Challenging the Daley Machine: A Chicago Alderman's Memoir can be your
answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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