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On June 17, 1958, Vancouver experienced the worst industrial accident in its
history when the new bridge being built across Burrard Inlet collapsed into the
flooding tidal waters of Second Narrows, killing eighteen workers. Photos of the
two broken spans tilted into the sea went around the world and provided the city
with one of its iconic historical images, still familiar to school children half a
century later. The shocking thing was that the bridge was not an old, decrepit
structure, but a new one just in the midst of being erected with all the support and
security modern engineering could provide. That somebody had made a colossal
error seemed obvious, but it would take a Royal Commission to discover how
and why. Even then, some mysteries will never be solved.

Tragedy at Second Narrows unravels one of Vancouver's great mysteries with all
the appeal of a gripping detective novel. Eric Jamieson has returned to the scene
of the tragedy and reconstructed the tragic event with scrupulous care,
introducing the entire cast of politicians, construction bosses, engineers and
ironworkers; he relives those terrifying moments when the structure began to
crack and drop like the bottom was falling out of the world. In the end, readers
will have learned about the fascinating world of big-time bridge building and will
be left with a searingly clear picture of precisely how a great disaster took shape
and plunged to its inevitable conclusion.
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On June 17, 1958, Vancouver experienced the worst industrial accident in its history when the new bridge
being built across Burrard Inlet collapsed into the flooding tidal waters of Second Narrows, killing eighteen
workers. Photos of the two broken spans tilted into the sea went around the world and provided the city with
one of its iconic historical images, still familiar to school children half a century later. The shocking thing
was that the bridge was not an old, decrepit structure, but a new one just in the midst of being erected with
all the support and security modern engineering could provide. That somebody had made a colossal error
seemed obvious, but it would take a Royal Commission to discover how and why. Even then, some
mysteries will never be solved.

Tragedy at Second Narrows unravels one of Vancouver's great mysteries with all the appeal of a gripping
detective novel. Eric Jamieson has returned to the scene of the tragedy and reconstructed the tragic event
with scrupulous care, introducing the entire cast of politicians, construction bosses, engineers and
ironworkers; he relives those terrifying moments when the structure began to crack and drop like the bottom
was falling out of the world. In the end, readers will have learned about the fascinating world of big-time
bridge building and will be left with a searingly clear picture of precisely how a great disaster took shape and
plunged to its inevitable conclusion.
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Editorial Review

Review
'An example of non-academic popular history at its best. It is deft, professional, and rigorous.' --Chr(45) BC
Studies Winter 2009/2010

About the Author
For over thirty years Eric Jamieson made his living as a banker, working around the province in Victoria,
Campbell River, Prince George, Fort St. John, Vancouver and North Vancouver. He has served a total of
eighteen years on the boards of museums, most recently with the North Vancouver Museum and Archives.
Tragedy at Second Narrows is his second book; he is also the author of South Pole--900 Miles on Foot.
Jamieson lives in North Vancouver British Columbia with his wife Joan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Tragedy at Second Narrows: The Story of the Ironworkers Memorial Bridge? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Jennie Miller:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Tragedy at Second
Narrows: The Story of the Ironworkers Memorial Bridge book as beginning and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Patrick Walker:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
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may be the publication untitled Tragedy at Second Narrows: The Story of the Ironworkers Memorial Bridge
can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Paula Shepard:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Tragedy at Second
Narrows: The Story of the Ironworkers Memorial Bridge, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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