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Lally helps to raise three white sisters in the Orchid House on the Island of
Dominica and observes as each flees to the cold northern lands of England and
America only to return to their magical past and the man they love.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
First published in 1954, The Orchid House, Phyllis Shand Allfrey's only published novel, is a classic of
Caribbean literature. In this markedly autobiographical story of the three daughters of a once-powerful but
now impoverished white family, Allfrey interweaves her family's history with the history of her home island
of Dominica in the twentieth century. The novel is written in a sensuous style and the story remarkably told
through the eyes of Lally, the black nurse of the three sisters. Often praised for the clearsightedness of its
analysis of the Dominican historical process, The Orchid House stands at a crucial intersection of West
Indian politics. It was during this period that the colonized took over from the colonizer the direction of local
governments. Allfrey, a Fabian socialist and founder of Dominica's first political party, articulates in this
novel the central tenet of a political philosophy that guided a lifetime of grassroots activism: that profound
changes had to take place in the power structures of Caribbean societies to bring social justice to its peoples,
and that those who persevered in seeking to revive the past were doomed. This edition makes this classic
novel available in paperback for the first time in years.

About the Author

PHYLLIS SHAND ALLFREY, novelist and poet, was born in Dominica, where her father was Crown
Attorney. Her work has often been compared to that of her compatriot and friend, Jean Rhys. The novel has
been made into a film for British television.

LIZABETH PARAVISINI-GERBERT an associate professor in the Department of Hispanic Studies at
Vassar College. She co-edited Green Cane and Juicy Flotsam: Short Stories by Caribbean Women (Rutgers
University Press).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

The book The Orchid House can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The Orchid House? A few of you have
a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Orchid House has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a book.
So it is very wonderful.

Gail Cote:

The Orchid House can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Orchid House yet doesn't forget the main stage,
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giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Shirley Eagle:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Orchid House can give you a lot of friends because by
you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So ,
why hesitate? Let me have The Orchid House.

Betty Jordan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Orchid House.
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