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The Craft of Scientific Presentations, 2nd edition aims to strengthen you as a
presenter of science and engineering. The book does so by identifying what
makes excellent presenters such as Brian Cox, Jane Goodall, Richard Feynman,
and Jill Bolte Taylor so strong. In addition, the book explains what causes so
many scientific presentations to flounder.

One of the most valuable contributions of this text is that it teaches the assertion-
evidence approach to scientific presentations. Instead of building presentations,
as most engineers and scientists do, on the weak foundation of topic phrases and
bulleted lists, this assertion-evidence approach calls for building presentations on
succinct message assertions supported by visual evidence. Unlike the commonly
followed topic-subtopic approach that PowerPoint leads presenters to use, the
assertion-evidence approach is solidly grounded in research.

By showing the differences between strong and weak presentations, by
identifying the errors that scientific presenters typically make, and by teaching a
much more powerful approach for scientific presentations than what is
commonly practiced, this book places you in a position to elevate your
presentations to a high level. In essence, this book aims to have you not just
succeed in your scientific presentations, but excel.

About the Author

Michael Alley has taught workshops on presentations to engineers and scientists
on five continents, and has recently been invited to speak at the European Space
Organization, Harvard Medical School, MIT, Sandia National Labs, Shanghai
Jiao Tong University, Simula Research Laboratory, and United Technologies. An
Associate Professor of engineering communication at Pennsylvania State
University, Alley is a leading researcher on the effectiveness of different designs
for presentation slides.
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The Craft of Scientific Presentations, 2nd edition aims to strengthen you as a presenter of science and
engineering. The book does so by identifying what makes excellent presenters such as Brian Cox, Jane
Goodall, Richard Feynman, and Jill Bolte Taylor so strong. In addition, the book explains what causes so
many scientific presentations to flounder.

One of the most valuable contributions of this text is that it teaches the assertion-evidence approach to
scientific presentations. Instead of building presentations, as most engineers and scientists do, on the weak
foundation of topic phrases and bulleted lists, this assertion-evidence approach calls for building
presentations on succinct message assertions supported by visual evidence. Unlike the commonly followed
topic-subtopic approach that PowerPoint leads presenters to use, the assertion-evidence approach is solidly
grounded in research.

By showing the differences between strong and weak presentations, by identifying the errors that scientific
presenters typically make, and by teaching a much more powerful approach for scientific presentations than
what is commonly practiced, this book places you in a position to elevate your presentations to a high level.
In essence, this book aims to have you not just succeed in your scientific presentations, but excel.

About the Author

Michael Alley has taught workshops on presentations to engineers and scientists on five continents, and has
recently been invited to speak at the European Space Organization, Harvard Medical School, MIT, Sandia
National Labs, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Simula Research Laboratory, and United Technologies. An
Associate Professor of engineering communication at Pennsylvania State University, Alley is a leading
researcher on the effectiveness of different designs for presentation slides.
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Editorial Review

Review

From the reviews of the second edition:

“Alley’s book as an important and must-read guide for anyone in the scientific field. Professors, researchers
and students will greatly benefit from Alley’s work. The book also has the benefit of being short and
concrete–a plus for the busy scientist.” (Philosophy, Religion and Science Book Reviews,
bookinspections.wordpress.com, March, 2014)

“The second edition ... of this readable and informative volume highlights 13 critical errors to avoid in
scientific presentations. Alley (Virginia Tech) provides examples through words and images about how to
best convey ideas and meaning by understanding, connecting with, and engaging the audience. … This is a
valuable work for academic and research libraries supporting, in particular, faculty, researchers, and graduate
students. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Upper-level undergraduates through researchers/faculty.” (J.
Clemons, Choice, Vol. 51 (5), January, 2014)

From the Back Cover

The Craft of Scientific Presentations, 2nd edition aims to strengthen you as a presenter of science and
engineering. The book does so by identifying what makes excellent presenters such as Brian Cox, Jane
Goodall, Richard Feynman, and Jill Bolte Taylor so strong. In addition, the book explains what causes so
many scientific presentations to flounder.

One of the most valuable contributions of this text is that it teaches the assertion-evidence approach to
scientific presentations. Instead of building presentations, as most engineers and scientists do, on the weak
foundation of topic phrases and bulleted lists, this assertion-evidence approach calls for building
presentations on succinct message assertions supported by visual evidence. Unlike the commonly followed
topic-subtopic approach that PowerPoint leads presenters to use, the assertion-evidence approach is solidly
grounded in research.

By showing the differences between strong and weak presentations, by identifying the errors that scientific
presenters typically make, and by teaching a much more powerful approach for scientific presentations than
what is commonly practiced, this book places you in a position to elevate your presentations to a high level.
In essence, this book aims to have you not just succeed in your scientific presentations, but excel.

About the Author

Michael Alley has taught workshops on presentations to engineers and scientists on five continents, and has
recently been invited to speak at the European Space Organization, Harvard Medical School, MIT, Sandia
National Labs, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Simula Research Laboratory, and United Technologies. An
Associate Professor of engineering communication at Pennsylvania State University, Alley is a leading
researcher on the effectiveness of different designs for presentation slides.
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About the Author
Holding a Masters of Science in Electrical Engineering and a Master of Fine Arts in Writing, Michael Alley
is an Associate Professor of Engineering Communication at Pennsylvania State University. He is the author
of three popular textbooks: The Craft of Scientific Presentations (2003), The Craft of Editing (2000), and The
Craft of Scientific Writing (1996).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Fields:

Here thing why that The Craft of Scientific Presentations: Critical Steps to Succeed and Critical Errors to
Avoid are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in
the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Craft of Scientific Presentations:
Critical Steps to Succeed and Critical Errors to Avoid giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with The Craft of Scientific
Presentations: Critical Steps to Succeed and Critical Errors to Avoid. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Craft of Scientific
Presentations: Critical Steps to Succeed and Critical Errors to Avoid in e-book can be your alternative.

Victor Green:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Craft of Scientific Presentations: Critical Steps to Succeed and Critical Errors to Avoid, you can tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a e-book.

Joseph Felder:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually The Craft of Scientific Presentations: Critical Steps
to Succeed and Critical Errors to Avoid. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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Mary Cruz:

You will get this The Craft of Scientific Presentations: Critical Steps to Succeed and Critical Errors to Avoid
by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but
can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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