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How is it that in America the image of Jesus Christ has been used both to justify
the atrocities of white supremacy and to inspire the righteousness of civil rights
crusades? In The Color of Christ, Edward J. Blum and Paul Harvey weave a
tapestry of American dreams and visions--from witch hunts to web pages,
Harlem to Hollywood, slave cabins to South Park, Mormon revelations to Indian
reservations--to show how Americans remade the Son of God visually time and
again into a sacred symbol of their greatest aspirations, deepest terrors, and
mightiest strivings for racial power and justice.
The Color of Christ uncovers how, in a country founded by Puritans who
destroyed depictions of Jesus, Americans came to believe in the whiteness of
Christ. Some envisioned a white Christ who would sanctify the exploitation of
Native Americans and African Americans and bless imperial expansion. Many
others gazed at a messiah, not necessarily white, who was willing and able to
confront white supremacy. The color of Christ still symbolizes America's most
combustible divisions, revealing the power and malleability of race and religion
from colonial times to the presidency of Barack Obama.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* How did Jesus come to be portrayed as white? And why is he an inspiration for both white
supremacists and slaves? Blum and Harvey trace the tangled history of religion and race in America,
revealing how racial politics have affected religious practices and how religion has been used and misused in
the practice of racial politics. Despite efforts by Puritans to escape depictions of Christ, Christianity in
America evolved to rely on an image glorifying Europeans. Beyond the set image, slaves identified with a
fellow sufferer, while masters identified with an image that reinforced notions of white superiority. New
printing technology, industrialization, immigration, the rise of imperialism—all aided in the wide distribution
of bibles with pictures of a white Jesus, reinforcing the notion of white superiority over darker-skinned
people. Blum and Harvey explore how the image of Christ has been constantly remade to suit the social
politics of individual nations, mostly blond-haired and blue-eyed but at times and places decidedly Middle
Eastern, even Native American, black, and Hispanic, as believers have struggled to depict a savior in line
with their deepest yearnings. Photographs and other images of Christ enhance this thoroughly fascinating
book. --Vanessa Bush

Review
''Edward Blum and Paul Harvey's masterful book is a breath of fresh air in our toxic religious culture of
learned ignorance and unlearned bigotry.'' --Cornel West, New York Times bestselling author

''In this powerful and groundbreaking book, historians Blum and Harvey examine how images of Jesus
reflect the intersection of race and religion in America. Blending historical analysis, lucid prose, and
captivating primary sources, Blum and Harvey trace the remaking of Jesus from Puritan America to
antebellum slave cabins, from Joseph Smith's revelations to Obama s presidency. The authors compellingly
argue that Christ's body matters, that it signifies power, reflects national fears and evolving conceptions of
whiteness, and perpetuates racial hierarchies by continuously reifying the idea that whiteness is sacred . . .
They masterfully probe how a sacred icon can be a tool at once of racial oppression and liberation. A must-
read for those interested in American religious history, this book will forever change the way you look at
images of Jesus.'' --Publishers Weekly (starred review)

''A sweeping study with a bold argument, clear style, and narrative power. Blum and Harvey explore how
white Americans remade Jesus into a white icon, and at the same time, they delve into the contested nature of
Jesus, with many groups finding their own meanings in him. This book is one of surprises, covering new
ground and inviting readers to keep reading to see what new configurations of Jesus will take place around
such major events as wars, economic depressions, social justice movements, and theological movements.'' --
Charles Reagan Wilson, Kelly Gene Cook senior chair in history and professor of Southern studies,
University of Mississippi

''In starkly poetic prose, this book takes a seemingly simple idea -- examine evolving depictions of Jesus in
America -- and delivers punch after punch. Blum and Harvey provide a new, paradigm-changing window
into the issues of race, religion, and power. Anyone wanting to grasp the depth of religion and race in the
United States needs this book. It will transform what you thought you knew.'' --Michael O. Emerson, Rice
University, author of Divided by Faith

''Blum and Harvey are two of the most talented scholars of race and religion in the United States, and this
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path-breaking book reflects their ability to integrate important historical analysis with beautiful and
compelling narrative. The Color of Christ brilliantly draws on original research, the latest scholarship, and
popular culture to transform the ways that we see Jesus past and present.'' --Matthew Avery Sutton, author of
Aimee Semple McPherson and the Resurrection of Christian America

''Edward Blum and Paul Harvey have produced an original, impressive, and eye-opening work -- as
compelling in its vivid detail as it is astonishing in its immense historical sweep. The Color of Christ sets a
new standard and establishes a new starting point for anyone interested in the intersection of race and
religiosity in the United States. An illuminating study, for which we will long be indebted.'' --Matthew Frye
Jacobson, author of Whiteness of a Different Color

''In The Color of Christ, two of our finest historians track the changing portrayals of Jesus in American life
against the vicissitudes of history, especially the troubled waters of race relations. In so doing, they have
produced both a splendid book as well as a unique perspective on American religious history. This is not the
first study of the images of Christ in American history, but it is indisputably the best.'' --Randall Balmer,
Dartmouth College

''The refreshing and engaging story of how the concept of white Jesus was appropriated and used by
Americans of all ethnicities to support their cultural, social, and religious intentions. Blum and Harvey's solid
historical writing and deft use of material, culture, and media bring a fresh viewpoint to the subject of race
and religion in America.'' --Anthea Butler, author of Women in the Church of God in Christ

''Both finely wrought interpretation and sweeping synthesis, The Color of Christ lays bare the racial
transformations, political challenges, and deep ironies embodied in the image of Jesus. Edward Blum and
Paul Harvey offer a compelling new view of race, religion, iconography . . . and America itself.'' --Philip J.
Deloria, Carroll Smith-Rosenberg collegiate professor of history and American studies, University of
Michigan

Review
Blum and Harvey are two of the most talented scholars of race and religion in the United States, and this
pathbreaking book integrates important historical analysis with beautiful and compelling narrative. The
Color of Christ brilliantly draws on original research, the latest scholarship, and popular culture to transform
the ways that we see Jesus past and present.--Matthew Avery Sutton, author of Aimee Semple McPherson
and the Resurrection of Christian America

Both finely wrought interpretation and sweeping synthesis, The Color of Christ lays bare the racial
transformations, political challenges, and deep ironies embodied in the image of Jesus. Edward Blum and
Paul Harvey offer a compelling new view of race, religion, iconography. . .and America itself.--Philip J.
Deloria, Carroll Smith-Rosenberg Collegiate Professor of History and American Studies, University of
Michigan

In The Color of Christ, two of our finest historians track the changing portrayals of Jesus in American life
against the vicissitudes of history, especially the troubled waters of race relations. In so doing, they have
produced a splendid book as well as a unique perspective on American religious history. This is not the first
study of the images of Christ in American history, but it is indisputably the best.--Randall Balmer,
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Dartmouth College

Edward Blum and Paul Harvey's masterful book is a breath of fresh air in our toxic religious culture of
learned ignorance and unlearned bigotry.--Cornel West

The refreshing and engaging story of how the concept of white Jesus was appropriated and used by
Americans of all ethnicities to support their cultural, social, and religious intentions. Blum and Harvey's solid
historical writing and deft use of material culture and media bring a fresh viewpoint to the subject of race and
religion in America.--Anthea Butler, author of Women in the Church of God in Christ: Making a Sanctified
World

In starkly poetic prose, this book takes a seemingly simple idea--examine evolving depictions of Jesus in
America--and delivers punch after punch. Blum and Harvey provide a new, paradigm-changing window into
the issues of race, religion, and power. Anyone wanting to grasp the depth of religion and race in the United
States needs this book. It will transform what you thought you knew.--Michael O. Emerson, Rice University,
author of Divided by Faith: Evangelical Religion and the Problem of Race in America

Edward Blum and Paul Harvey have produced an original, impressive, and eye-opening work--as compelling
in its vivid detail as it is astonishing in its immense historical sweep. The Color of Christ sets a new standard
and establishes a new starting point for anyone interested in the intersection of race and religiosity in the
United States. An illuminating study, for which we will long be indebted.--Matthew Frye Jacobson, author of
Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race

A sweeping study with a bold argument, clear style, and narrative power. Blum and Harvey explore how
white Americans remade Jesus into a white icon. At the same time, they delve into the contested nature of
Jesus, with many groups finding their own meanings in him. This is a book of surprises, covering new
ground and inviting readers to keep reading to see what new configurations of Jesus will take place around
such major events as wars, economic depressions, social justice movements, and theological movements.--
Charles Reagan Wilson, Kelly Gene Cook Sr. Chair in History and Professor of Southern Studies at the
University of Mississippi

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawn Proctor:

The book The Color of Christ: The Son of God and the Saga of Race in America gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your
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best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a
book The Color of Christ: The Son of God and the Saga of Race in America to be your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Color of Christ: The Son of God and
the Saga of Race in America. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Sharon Clayton:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Color of Christ: The Son of God and
the Saga of Race in America is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Penny Stout:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Color of Christ: The Son of God and the Saga of Race in America
as your daily resource information.

Dawn Nelson:

The reason? Because this The Color of Christ: The Son of God and the Saga of Race in America is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.
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