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Love and sex are pre-eminent subjects of Renaissance literature; however,
attitudes toward these topics were hardly uniform. The discourses of desire from
this period embrace works as dissimilar as sonnets on frustrated love and
libertine invitations to lust. Writers both idealised and demystified sex,
alternately equating it with religious transcendence or exposing it as a mere
bodily itch. The 15 essays in this volume clarify the sexual beliefs and
prohibitions of the Renaissance period and examine the manifestations of those
ideas. "Renaissance Discourses of Desire" confronts important questions about
the relationship of sexuality and textuality in the period using a variety of critical
methods and ideological presuppositions. Some of the essays focus on the
intertwining of political and sexual discourse, the difference between men and
women as desiring subjects, and the erotics of criticism. The representation of
homoerotics and homosexuality is discussed, as is the impact of economic and
social ideologies on love poetry and sexual expression. Among the texts explored
are works by Shakespeare, Spenser, Donne, Carew, Herrick, Suckling, Burton,
Katherine Philips, Aphra Behn and Milton. With their varied approaches, these
essays illustrate the richness of the topic and its susceptibility to a number of
critical techniques. Illuminating important authors and significant texts, the
essays collected here aim to contribute to a fuller understanding of the
complexities and range of 17th century discourses of desire, while also helping to
chart the outlines of the period's sexual ideologies and anxieties.
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Love and sex are pre-eminent subjects of Renaissance literature; however, attitudes toward these topics were
hardly uniform. The discourses of desire from this period embrace works as dissimilar as sonnets on
frustrated love and libertine invitations to lust. Writers both idealised and demystified sex, alternately
equating it with religious transcendence or exposing it as a mere bodily itch. The 15 essays in this volume
clarify the sexual beliefs and prohibitions of the Renaissance period and examine the manifestations of those
ideas. "Renaissance Discourses of Desire" confronts important questions about the relationship of sexuality
and textuality in the period using a variety of critical methods and ideological presuppositions. Some of the
essays focus on the intertwining of political and sexual discourse, the difference between men and women as
desiring subjects, and the erotics of criticism. The representation of homoerotics and homosexuality is
discussed, as is the impact of economic and social ideologies on love poetry and sexual expression. Among
the texts explored are works by Shakespeare, Spenser, Donne, Carew, Herrick, Suckling, Burton, Katherine
Philips, Aphra Behn and Milton. With their varied approaches, these essays illustrate the richness of the topic
and its susceptibility to a number of critical techniques. Illuminating important authors and significant texts,
the essays collected here aim to contribute to a fuller understanding of the complexities and range of 17th
century discourses of desire, while also helping to chart the outlines of the period's sexual ideologies and
anxieties.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Roldan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Renaissance Discourses of Desire, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Karen Partain:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be learn. Renaissance Discourses of Desire can be your answer because it can be read by you
who have those short spare time problems.

Delores Saenz:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book Renaissance Discourses of Desire we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Renaissance Discourses of Desire.
You can more inviting than now.

Daryl Sanders:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Renaissance Discourses of Desire to
make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about
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book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it.
Beside that the publication Renaissance Discourses of Desire can to be your new friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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