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Editorial Review

Review

Romm has made a judicious selection of the most important passages from the Histories and he has joined
them with concise summaries of the intervening events so as to make the book a unified, coherent whole.
The translation (provided mainly by Shirley, although many key passages have been translated by Romm) is
lively and readable, and Romm's notes provide just the sort of information that a first-time reader of
Herodotus would need. Romm's 'Introduction' is perhaps the most valuable aspect of the book. By
highlighting the main themes and explaining Herodotus' use of imaginative material, Romm helps the reader
make sense of a text that is sometimes unwieldy. Romm also situates Herodotus' work within its historical
context, providing sensible answers to important questions such as the publication date of the Histories and
Herodotus' views on events in the Peloponnesian War. The volume also includes a chronology of the Archaic
Age, maps, and a glossary of important characters and places. In short, Romm and Shirley have produced a
valuable desideratum: an excellent, one-volume introduction to Herodotus' Histories. It would be eminently
suitable for undergraduate readers, particularly in a Greek History or Ancient Greek Civilization class. --
Susan O. Shapiro, The Classical Outlook

This compilation gathers the most significant stories in the Histories. Samuel Shirley's elegant translation is
enhanced by James Romm's excellent introduction and epilogue and clear, informative notes. This is
altogether a fine piece of work, which gives a good sense of the wonderful variety in Herodotus' text. --
Andrew Szegedy-Maszak, Wesleyan University

This crisp, user-friendly volume provides the historical essence of Herodotus' great Histories, emphasizing
the growth of the Persian Empire and its momentous conflict with Greeks in the early fifth century B.C.E.
The book includes substantial excerpts from the Histories, enhanced by connecting summaries; the selections
include many of Herodotus' most fascinating anecdotes as well as the most important historical decisions and
events. On the War for Greek Freedom is a remarkably successful introduction to the Histories. Samuel
Shirley's fresh, contemporary translations recall the charm and diversity of Herodotus’ language, while
James Romm's lively introduction, notes, and (best of all) summary passages allow even a casual reader to
comprehend and enjoy this kaleidoscopic text. --Deborah Boedeker, Brown University

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Greek
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Murry:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This On the War for Greek Freedom: Selections
from The Histories (Hackett Classics) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Alonzo Stark:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled On the
War for Greek Freedom: Selections from The Histories (Hackett Classics) the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get previous to. The On the War for Greek Freedom: Selections from The Histories
(Hackett Classics) giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
info for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Karen Chan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be learn. On the War for
Greek Freedom: Selections from The Histories (Hackett Classics) can be your answer as it can be read by a
person who have those short free time problems.

Jon Pittenger:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us
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novel, comics, in addition to soon. The On the War for Greek Freedom: Selections from The Histories
(Hackett Classics) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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