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The importance of international politics in Niccolò Machiavelli's thought cannot
be denied. Although the familiar ideas expressed in the Prince and the Discourses
are obviously relevant, the Art of War, the History of Florence, the dispatches
that he wrote during his diplomatic missions, several minor political writings,
and the private letters contain a number of additional insights and observations
that refine and enrich his
views. This anthology gathers together for the first time all of Machiavelli's
writing on international affairs.

About 60 excerpts are organized around key themes, such as: the idea that
political action takes place in a context that constrains decisions and affects
outcomes; the central role played by fear in influencing foreign policy; the ways
in which domestic politics and international politics interact; the fundamental
functions performed by the armed forces; the similarities and differences in the
foreign policy of republics and principalities; the ambivalent relationship
between defence and
expansion; the curse of neutrality and the ambiguities of alliances; the
precariousness of international arrangements and the inherent instability of any
settlement. An introductory chapter and accompanying illustrative materials
guide the reader through the conceptual world of Machiavelli and the complex
political events of his time.
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The importance of international politics in Niccolò Machiavelli's thought cannot be denied. Although the
familiar ideas expressed in the Prince and the Discourses are obviously relevant, the Art of War, the History
of Florence, the dispatches that he wrote during his diplomatic missions, several minor political writings, and
the private letters contain a number of additional insights and observations that refine and enrich his
views. This anthology gathers together for the first time all of Machiavelli's writing on international affairs.

About 60 excerpts are organized around key themes, such as: the idea that political action takes place in a
context that constrains decisions and affects outcomes; the central role played by fear in influencing foreign
policy; the ways in which domestic politics and international politics interact; the fundamental functions
performed by the armed forces; the similarities and differences in the foreign policy of republics and
principalities; the ambivalent relationship between defence and
expansion; the curse of neutrality and the ambiguities of alliances; the precariousness of international
arrangements and the inherent instability of any settlement. An introductory chapter and accompanying
illustrative materials guide the reader through the conceptual world of Machiavelli and the complex
political events of his time.
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Editorial Review

Review
In Machiavelli on International Relations, Marco Cesa has collected 60 excerpts from the writings of
Machiavelli and organised them around key themes such as survival and security, neutrality and alliances
and engaging in expansion. Mustafa Menshawy, Political Studies Review

About the Author

Marco Cesa, Professor of International Relations, University of Bologna and Johns Hopkins University, Paul
H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, SAIS Europe, Bologna

Marco Cesa holds a BA in Political Science from the University of Florence as well as a MA and a PhD in
the same field from the University of Colorado and Boston University, respectively. He has been Ford Pre-
Doctoral Fellow at the Center for International Affairs, Harvard University; Jean Monnet Fellow at the
European University Institute; and Visiting Scholar at the Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies,
Harvard University. He has taught at the Universities of Trieste, Pavia, Pisa; the Catholic University, Milan;
the Paul H. Nitze School for Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Washington, DC;
and the Diplomatische Akademie, Vienna. He is currently Professor of International Relations at the
University of Bologna and at the Paul H. Nitze School for Advanced International Studies (SAIS), Bologna
Center, Johns Hopkins University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Brown:

The book Machiavelli on International Relations make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Machiavelli on
International Relations to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
available and read a publication Machiavelli on International Relations. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Julia Hale:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important normally. The book Machiavelli on International Relations has
been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The publication Machiavelli on International Relations is not only giving
you more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Machiavelli on International Relations.
You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.
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Oren Nelson:

Here thing why this particular Machiavelli on International Relations are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Machiavelli on International Relations giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Machiavelli on
International Relations. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Machiavelli on International Relations in e-book can be
your alternate.

Bryan Lewis:

The particular book Machiavelli on International Relations has a lot info on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this book.
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