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Appearing for the first time in one volume, these trenchant letters tell the
eloquent narrative of Orwell’s life in his own words.

From his school days to his tragic early death, George Orwell, who never wrote
an autobiography, chronicled the dramatic events of his turbulent life in a
profusion of powerful letters. Indeed, one of the twentieth century’s most revered
icons was a lively, prolific correspondent who developed in rich, nuanced
dispatches the ideas that would influence generations of writers and intellectuals.
This historic work—never before published in America and featuring many
previously unseen letters—presents an account of Orwell’s interior life as
personal and absorbing as readers may ever see.

Over the course of a lifetime, Orwell corresponded with hundreds of people,
including many distinguished political and artistic figures. Witty, personal, and
profound, the letters tell the story of Orwell’s passionate first love that ended in
devastation and explains how young Eric Arthur Blair chose the pseudonym
"George Orwell." In missives to luminaries such as T. S. Eliot, Stephen Spender,
Arthur Koestler, Cyril Connolly, and Henry Miller, he spells out his literary and
philosophical beliefs. Readers will encounter Orwell’s thoughts on matters both
quotidian (poltergeists and the art of playing croquet) and historical—including
his illuminating descriptions of war-shattered Barcelona and pronouncements on
bayonets and the immanent cruelty of chaining German prisoners.

The letters also reveal the origins of his famous novels. To a fan he wrote, "I
think, and have thought ever since the war began…that our cause is the better,
but we have to keep on making it the better, which involves constant criticism."
A paragraph before, he explained that the British intelligentsia in 1944 were
"perfectly ready for dictatorial methods, secret police, systematic falsification of
history," prefiguring the themes of 1984. Entrusting the manuscript of Animal
Farm to Leonard Moore, his literary agent, Orwell describes it as "a sort of fairy
story, really a fable with political meaning…This book is murder from the
Communist point of view."
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Hardly known outside a small circle of Orwell scholars, these rare letters include
Orwell’s message to Dwight Macdonald of 5 December 1946 explaining Animal
Farm; his correspondence with his first translator, R. N. Raimbault (with English
translations of the French originals); and the moving encomium written about
Orwell by his BBC head of department after his service there. The volume
concludes with a fearless account of the painful illness that took Orwell’s life at
age forty-seven. His last letter concerns his son and his estate and closes with the
words, "Beyond that I can’t make plans at present."

Meticulously edited and fully annotated by Peter Davison, the world’s
preeminent Orwell scholar, the volume presents Orwell “in all his varieties” and
his relationships with those most close to him, especially his first wife, Eileen.
Combined with rare photographs and hand-drawn illustrations, George Orwell: A
Life in Letters offers "everything a reader new to Orwell needs to know…and a
great deal that diehard fans will be enchanted to have" (New Statesmen).
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Appearing for the first time in one volume, these trenchant letters tell the eloquent narrative of Orwell’s life
in his own words.

From his school days to his tragic early death, George Orwell, who never wrote an autobiography, chronicled
the dramatic events of his turbulent life in a profusion of powerful letters. Indeed, one of the twentieth
century’s most revered icons was a lively, prolific correspondent who developed in rich, nuanced dispatches
the ideas that would influence generations of writers and intellectuals. This historic work—never before
published in America and featuring many previously unseen letters—presents an account of Orwell’s interior
life as personal and absorbing as readers may ever see.

Over the course of a lifetime, Orwell corresponded with hundreds of people, including many distinguished
political and artistic figures. Witty, personal, and profound, the letters tell the story of Orwell’s passionate
first love that ended in devastation and explains how young Eric Arthur Blair chose the pseudonym "George
Orwell." In missives to luminaries such as T. S. Eliot, Stephen Spender, Arthur Koestler, Cyril Connolly, and
Henry Miller, he spells out his literary and philosophical beliefs. Readers will encounter Orwell’s thoughts
on matters both quotidian (poltergeists and the art of playing croquet) and historical—including his
illuminating descriptions of war-shattered Barcelona and pronouncements on bayonets and the immanent
cruelty of chaining German prisoners.

The letters also reveal the origins of his famous novels. To a fan he wrote, "I think, and have thought ever
since the war began…that our cause is the better, but we have to keep on making it the better, which involves
constant criticism." A paragraph before, he explained that the British intelligentsia in 1944 were "perfectly
ready for dictatorial methods, secret police, systematic falsification of history," prefiguring the themes of
1984. Entrusting the manuscript of Animal Farm to Leonard Moore, his literary agent, Orwell describes it as
"a sort of fairy story, really a fable with political meaning…This book is murder from the Communist point
of view."

Hardly known outside a small circle of Orwell scholars, these rare letters include Orwell’s message to
Dwight Macdonald of 5 December 1946 explaining Animal Farm; his correspondence with his first
translator, R. N. Raimbault (with English translations of the French originals); and the moving encomium
written about Orwell by his BBC head of department after his service there. The volume concludes with a
fearless account of the painful illness that took Orwell’s life at age forty-seven. His last letter concerns his
son and his estate and closes with the words, "Beyond that I can’t make plans at present."

Meticulously edited and fully annotated by Peter Davison, the world’s preeminent Orwell scholar, the
volume presents Orwell “in all his varieties” and his relationships with those most close to him, especially
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his first wife, Eileen. Combined with rare photographs and hand-drawn illustrations, George Orwell: A Life
in Letters offers "everything a reader new to Orwell needs to know…and a great deal that diehard fans will
be enchanted to have" (New Statesmen).
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Editorial Review

Review
“[A] judiciously chosen selection of some of the most interesting of [his] casual writings…. The result is a
much more rounded image of Orwell and his circle…”
- New York Times Book Review

“Starred review. Orwell’s keen insight and acerbic wit reverberate throughout these selected letters, culled
from more than 10 volumes to offer a comprehensive view of his life and personality…An unusually
gratifying read for Orwell enthusiasts and casual readers alike.”
- Publishers Weekly

“It is the portable Orwell, the condensed autobiography that Orwell never wrote…All [the letters] remain
fresh, illuminating the complex paradox that was George Orwell.”
- Daily Telegraph

“Starred review. Orwell the man truly emerges in these revealing letters; this essential companion volume to
the Diaries will be devoured by legions of Orwell fans.”
- Library Journal

“Beautifully edited…One of the glories of this volume is that it shows Orwell in the round, complete with all
his human idiosyncracies and contradictions. [Peter Davison’s] attention to detail is nothing short of
heroic…This is the authentic Orwell voice: wonderfully clear and fresh and forthright.”
- Mail on Sunday

“This new edition of Orwell’s letters is imperative for anyone who wishes to earn a larger understanding of
the twentieth century’s most potent essayist.”
- William Giraldi, The New Republic

“Any Orwell admirer will be grateful for Davison’s industry in carving out manageable chunks from the
millions of words Orwell wrote, and for all except the most fanatical, this will be plenty. There are pleasures
and surprises on every page.”
- Andrew Ferguson, The American Spectator

“[Orwell’s] critique of the political and economic systems that create and justify poverty and his personal
courage in the face of threats to freedom and injustice remain as relevant and inspirational for us today as
they were in the years leading to and following World War II…. The George Orwell that Davison presents to
us is an appealing one: indefatigable writer, generous friend, champion of the poor and oppressed, avid
gardener and outdoorsman…. If Davison’s compilation of Orwell’s letters, which help fill out our
understanding of this oft-caricatured writer, can draw readers more deeply into the life and catalogue of
George Orwell, then he will have accomplished an important objective.”
- James Lang, America: The National Catholic Weekly

“In distilling the 1,700 letters written by Orwell, Davison set himself two goals: the letters should illustrate
his life and hopes, and “each should be of interest in its own right.” This volume admirably fulfills this
twofold mission; it is a tribute to Davison’s decades-long scholarship on Orwell’s life.”

PDF File: George Orwell: A Life In Letters 5



Read and Download Ebook George Orwell: A Life In Letters PDF Public Ebook Library

- Daniel P. King, World Literature Today

About the Author
George Orwell (Eric Arthur Blair, 1903–1950) wrote fiction, journalism, criticism, and poetry. His nine
books include the classics Animal Farm and 1984.

Peter Davison edited the twenty volumes of Orwell’s Complete Works (with Ian Angus and Sheila Davison).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Emmer:

This George Orwell: A Life in Letters are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this George Orwell: A Life in Letters can be one of the great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information
that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this George Orwell: A
Life in Letters forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Michael Hale:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book George Orwell: A Life in Letters it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Patricia Baker:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking George Orwell: A Life in Letters
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick
George Orwell: A Life in Letters become your own starter.
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Ashley Robinette:

Beside this kind of George Orwell: A Life in Letters in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have George
Orwell: A Life in Letters because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from now!
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