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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Gr 9 Up-In his foreword to this set, noted historian James M. McPherson characterizes this well-written
encyclopedia as "the best" work of reference currently available on the Civil War. Many readers will concur.
The editors and more than 250 distinguished contributors present some 1600 alphabetically arranged, concise
articles on every aspect of the period, supplemented by informative battle maps and many of the most
famous period black-and-white photographs in crisp, clear reproductions. Ranging from a few paragraphs to
several pages, the entries create a comprehensive and compelling picture of the war. They include not only
detailed discussions of the major and minor battles and military life in general, but also the war's effects on
society, from government, politics, and technology to journalism, commerce, and home life. The first four
volumes contain a wealth of cross-references, easing the way for research. The final volume offers a useful
selection of critical primary-source documents, a chronology of the war, an extensive bibliography, and an
index to all volumes. An all-together excellent resource for research or general browsing interest.

Starr E. Smith, Fairfax County Public Library, VA

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
After more than 100 years, the Civil War still attracts more public interest than any other event in U.S.
history. This fact is reflected in the inordinate number of books, well over 50,000, written about the conflict.
ABCCLIO has published the most comprehensive reference work, offering more than 1,600 signed entries,
over 300 contributors, more than 500 illustrations and 75 maps, and over 250 primary source documents.The
encyclopedia provides in A-Z format information on the war's strategic aims, diplomatic and political
maneuvering, key military actions (with descriptions of more than 60 engagements), key participants
(civilian and  military), and impact on American society and history. Mary Ann Ball Bickerdyke, a Union
Army nurse; Matthew Brady, a photographer who accompanied the Union Army in the first main battle; and
military leaders such as Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, and James Longstreet are just a few of the
individuals covered. The encyclopedia not only treats the military aspects of the war but presents full
coverage of the  politics, literature, art, music, and homefront events. Every conceivable subject--from
Chickamauga, Battle of  to Harper's Weekly  to Gatling gun  to Jews-- receives consideration.Entries range
from less than one-half page to more than eighteen pages for Atlanta campaign . Each essay is followed by
see also references to related entries elsewhere in the set, as well as extensive suggested readings for deeper
research on that particular subject. The final volume compiles more than 250 topically arranged documents,
including Abraham Lincoln's famous "A house divided against itself cannot stand" speech, excerpts from
Frederick Douglass' "My Escape from Slavery" speech, Jefferson Davis' "Proclamation of 1861," the Battle
Hymn of the Republic , and more. These primary source materials are an invaluable enhancement to the
set.Following the documents, one finds five appendixes.  Appendix I lists the Confederate States of
America's general officers, followed by its government in appendix II. Appendix III lists the officers of the
United States of America, followed by its government in appendix IV. Appendix V^B is a directory of Civil
War battlefield sites with addresses, phone numbers, and maps. Following the appendixes is a "Civil War
Chronology" showing relationships between military actions and political, diplomatic, and social
developments. A brief glossary provides definitions for the researcher unfamiliar with such terms as cashier
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("dishonorably discharge an office") and retrograde ("an orderly retreat usually designed to move away from
an enemy"). An extensive bibliography lists all the resources referenced throughout the volumes. The index
indicates main entries in bold print, while illustrations are identified with italics. The index is detailed and
comprehensive. For example, under AfricanAmerican sailors , there are references to individuals who relate
to this category, such as Gideon Welles and Francis Shoup. Under Gettysburg , battle of one finds page
references not only to information about the battle but also to related people, places, and events. The set is
handsomely designed, with numerous period photographs complementing the text.There are some minor
criticisms regarding layout, which makes maneuvering the set a bit cumbersome. The index to all volumes
can only be found in volume five, which means the researcher has to use two volumes most of the time; a
cumulative index in each volume would have made access easier. The index cites only page numbers,
leaving the user to guess which volume a page might be in. Neither the bibliographies nor the directory to
battle sites makes reference to the copious information that is available through the World Wide Web.
However, these are small shortcomings. Encyclopedia of the Amer ican Civil War is the most comprehensive
reference work written about its topic, providing both the novice and the expert an opportunity to expand
their knowledge of this vital aspect of U.S. history. Recommended for high-school, public, and academic
libraries. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Encyclopedia of the American Civil War is outstanding, and every serious Civil War historian will want
access to it. . . . Historians of the Civil War era owe a debt of gratitude to everyone connected with this
ambitiously conceived, wonderfully realized, new resource." - The Journal of Military History

"This encyclopedia is superb?an outstanding and comprehensive work which renders all similar works
redundant." - North & South

"No other reference work compares with the range of this enterprise in canvassing the war. Every academic
and major public library will need these volumes." - Library Journal, Starred Review

"Encyclopedia of the American Civil War is the most comprehensive reference work written about its topic,
providing both the novice and the expert an opportunity to expand their knowledge of this vital aspect of
U.S. history. Recommended for high school, public, and academic libraries." - Booklist, Starred Review

"Highly recommended for undergraduates, and useful for graduate students and researchers/faculty." -
Choice

"The entries reflect recent advances in scholarship and interpretation, and the editorial perspective
throughout is evenhanded. As purely a reference work, the encyclopedia admirably fulfills its duty of
facilitating further research on the Civil War [and] all those who purchase and use the encyclopedia are
almost certain to be pleased and impressed. The five volume set demonstrates how valuable reference tools
of this kind can be." - Civil War Book Review

"Despite a tremendous popular interest in the Civil War, scholars have lacked a major reference work that
dealt with all aspects of the tragic era until now. . . . The most comprehensive and up-to-date encyclopedia
available on the Civil War. This outstanding contribution to reference publishing will be in demand in a wide
variety of libraries." - Lawrence Looks at Books

"History buffs as well as those who simply need facts on the Civil War era will be delighted with this
outstanding reference work. . . . An excellent addition for the collection supporting a strong history
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curriculum. Highly recommended." - The Book Report

"An altogether excellent resource for research or general browsing interest." - School Library Journal

"This impressive new encyclopedia should become a standard source for students, specialists, and others in
the general pubic who either specialize in or are simply fascinated by the American Civil War. . . . As a Civil
War historian, this reviewer is both impressed and pleased with this new work. . . . This is an important work
that is highly recommended for any and all libraries and individuals with an interest in the American Civil
War." - American Reference Books Annual

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorathy Byers:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Encyclopedia of the
American Civil War [5 volumes]: A Political, Social, and Military History? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

William Jimenes:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Encyclopedia of the American Civil War
[5 volumes]: A Political, Social, and Military History is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Enoch Dutton:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be Encyclopedia of the American Civil War [5 volumes]: A Political, Social,
and Military History why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Don Numbers:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
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many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Encyclopedia of the American Civil War [5
volumes]: A Political, Social, and Military History or perhaps others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Encyclopedia of the American
Civil War [5 volumes]: A Political, Social, and Military History to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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