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Editorial Review

Review

'At last, the definitive, unstinting biography of this hugely important historical figure - complete with all his
contradictions and idiosyncrasies.' - Michael Riordan, coauthor of Crystal Fire

'Shurkin deftly tackles this complex figure - and his unraveling - and delivers an unflinching portrait of a
tragic life.' - Seed Magazine

'Shurkin does a good job of portraying a difficult man - a vivid portrait.'- NewScientist

'The other wonderful thing about this book is that it manages to convey the excitement of scientific inquiry
and invention.' - New York Sun

'Shurkin is a good storyteller, and better still as a researcher of the personal facts.' - Nobel Laureate Professor
Philip Anderson, Times Higher Educational Supplement

'FIVE STARS: this gripping biography gives a balanced picture of the most bizarre of the great names of
electronics. Recommended.' - Brian Clegg, author of The God Effect and Light Years

'I recommend it to people curious about the history of technology and the computer or anyone interested in a
rise and fall of truly epic proportions.' - Cory Ondrejka, CTO Linden Labs/Second Life

'This portrait of a flawed giant reveals a man crushed under the weight of his own pathological insecurities.' -
David Bodanis, Discover

'Masterfully walks the fine line between presenting Shockley as purely evil and legitimizing his more
controversial theories - very readable.' - Physics World

'Shurkin reveals Shockley to be a fascinating example of an Aristotelian tragic hero - riveting.' - Nature

'This informed and candid biography asks, 'Why did a man so brilliant deliberately destroy himself?'' -
Skeptical Inquiry

About the Author
JOEL N. SHURKIN is Science Writer Emeritus at Stanford University, USA, where he has written and
taught for many years. He covered the moon landings for Reuters, served ten years as Science Writer at the
Philadelphia Inquirer and was on the team that won a Pulitzer Prize for covering Three Mile Island, among
many other awards. He has written nine books including Terman's Kids (Little, Brown) about the study of
gifted students, Invisible Fire, on the eradication of smallpox, a science-fiction novel called The Helix
(Norton) and most recently A Consumer's Guide to Psychotherapy (OUP). His definitive history of the
computer, Engines of the Mind (Norton), is in multiple editions in several languages.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Sharon McMichael:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the entire day to reading a book. The book Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of William Shockley, Creator
of the Electronic Age (Macmillan Science) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Sean Owens:

Beside this Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of William Shockley, Creator of the Electronic Age
(Macmillan Science) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry
if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Broken Genius: The Rise
and Fall of William Shockley, Creator of the Electronic Age (Macmillan Science) because this book offers
for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in
addition to read it from today!

Leslie James:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This e-book Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of William Shockley, Creator of the
Electronic Age (Macmillan Science) was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Patricia Baker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of
William Shockley, Creator of the Electronic Age (Macmillan Science).
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