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This critically acclaimed tale of awitch and her goblin-child iswholly original,
and the legendary characters of old who touch their story -- Cinderella, Rapunzel,
Rumplestiltskin -- are made new through Michael Gruber's imaginative lens.
Gruber'sliterary voice is as magical as hisimagination. With The Witch's Boy he
has created a wondrous journey through the realms of magic.
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This critically acclaimed tale of awitch and her goblin-child iswholly original, and the legendary characters
of old who touch their story -- Cinderella, Rapunzel, Rumplestiltskin -- are made new through Michael
Gruber'simaginative lens. Gruber's literary voice is as magical as hisimagination. With The Witch's Boy he
has created a wondrous journey through the realms of magic.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Starred Review. Grade 6-9—Once upon atime, in afaraway country, there was awoman who lived by herself
in the middle of agreat forest. Thus beginsthisliterary fairy tale of awitch who takes into her home an ugly,
abandoned infant whom she calls Lump. Wise in the ways of magic, the witch isinexpert in the ways of
motherhood and so she appoints, in turn, abear as his nursemaid and a djinni as his tutor. As predicted by
her cat familiar, all does not go well and the witch is forced to give up her magic to save the boy. The
adolescent Lump, far from being grateful for her sacrifice, becomes increasingly troublesome. Gruber
incorporates well-known tales such as Little Red Riding Hood, Hansel and Gretel, and Rumplestiltskin into
his narrative, giving readers a different, and sometimes more frightening, take on these childhood staples.
The inclusion of these retellings and the el egance with which the author shapes his fable will appeal to
readers who love to immerse themselves in the complex reworked fairy tales of Donna Jo Napoli. Thisis not
aquick read, but it is an engrossing and enormously satisfying one.—Sharon Grover, Arlington County
Department of Libraries, VA

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Gr. 6-9. From the hypnotic mask on the cover to its perfect fairy-tale ending, this
astonishing fantasy compels readers onward. Gruber, the author of several adult thrillers, has done much
more than offer awell-structured adventure, full of mystery and magic--though he certainly does all that. He
also plumbs the depths of the human heart and lays bare its emotions in away that causes readers to respond
instinctively. The story begins when awitch finds a baby so ugly that the note with it reads, "the devil's child
for the devil'swife." The witch has no business with a child, but she fanciesit, so she gets abear to be its
nanny and a hideous djinni to tutor it. Then she continues her life in service to her goddess. The more the
witch underestimates parental responsibilities, the more hurt and angry the boy, Lump, becomes. Gruber
cleverly weaves elements from familiar fairy tales into a saga that moves across forest, earth, and sea. But
even more astute is his portrayal of the characters, especially Lump and his mother, who, locked in their own
selfishness, must fight through disappointment, hatred, and anger to find forgiving love. This can be read at
several levels, but those who plumb the deepest will reap the greatest reward. |1ene Cooper

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Haunting.” (London Times)

“Brilliantly woven.” (The Guardian)

“This astonishing fantasy plumbs the depths of the human heart and lays bare its emotions.” (Booklist
(starred review))

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rodney Schmitt:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
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thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect timeto read a book. They
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Witch's Boy.

Jonathan Scott:

The book The Witch's Boy make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading through a book The Witch's Boy to get your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or al subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open up and read a book The Witch's Boy. Kinds of book are alot of .
It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Kimberly Pratt:

The feeling that you get from The Witch's Boy may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Witch's Boy giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of thisreserveis
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It istherefore
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this The Witch's Boy instantly.

David McClure;

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Witch's Boy can make you sense more interested to read.
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