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Little magazines have often showcased the best new writing in America.
Historically, these idiosyncratic, small-circulation outlets have served the dual
functions of representing the avant-garde of literary expression while also
helping many emerging writers become established authors. Although changing
technology and the increasingly harsh financial realities of publishing over the
past three decades would seem to have pushed little magazines to the brink of
extinction, their story is far more complicated.

In this collection, Ian Morris and Joanne Diaz gather the reflections of twenty-
three prominent editors whose little magazines have flourished over the past
thirty-five years. Highlighting the creativity and innovation driving this diverse
and still vital medium, contributors offer insights into how their publications
sometimes succeeded, sometimes reluctantly folded, but mostly how they
evolved and persevered. Other topics discussed include the role of little
magazines in promoting the work and concerns of minority and women writers,
the place of universities in supporting and shaping little magazines, and the
online and offline future of these publications.

Selected contributors

Betsy Sussler, BOMB; Lee Gutkind, Creative Nonfiction; Bruce Andrews,
L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E; Dave Eggers, McSweeney’s; Keith Gessen, n+1; Don
Share, Poetry; Jane Friedman, VQR; Amy Hoffman, Women’s Review of
Books; and more.
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Little magazines have often showcased the best new writing in America. Historically, these idiosyncratic,
small-circulation outlets have served the dual functions of representing the avant-garde of literary expression
while also helping many emerging writers become established authors. Although changing technology and
the increasingly harsh financial realities of publishing over the past three decades would seem to have
pushed little magazines to the brink of extinction, their story is far more complicated.

In this collection, Ian Morris and Joanne Diaz gather the reflections of twenty-three prominent editors whose
little magazines have flourished over the past thirty-five years. Highlighting the creativity and innovation
driving this diverse and still vital medium, contributors offer insights into how their publications sometimes
succeeded, sometimes reluctantly folded, but mostly how they evolved and persevered. Other topics
discussed include the role of little magazines in promoting the work and concerns of minority and women
writers, the place of universities in supporting and shaping little magazines, and the online and offline future
of these publications.

Selected contributors

Betsy Sussler, BOMB; Lee Gutkind, Creative Nonfiction; Bruce Andrews, L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E;
Dave Eggers, McSweeney’s; Keith Gessen, n+1; Don Share, Poetry; Jane Friedman, VQR; Amy
Hoffman, Women’s Review of Books; and more.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A thoughtful and much-needed champion of the vitality and creativity of literary journals today.”
(The Paris Review)

"The Little Magazine in Contemporary America, a much more manageable collection of interviews and
essays that was published in April, looks at the years since then, the years that included—so say the book’s
editors, Ian Morris and Joanne Diaz— “the end of the ascendancy of print periodicals,” meaning that the best
small litmags have moved online....A new journal needs a reason to exist: a gap that earlier journals failed to
fill, a new form of pleasure, a new kind of writing, an alliance with a new or under-chronicled social
movement, a constellation of authors for whom the future demand for work exceeds present supply, a
program that will actually change some small part of some literary readers’ tastes. None of this has changed
with the rise of the Web. Nor has the other big truth about little magazines which emerges from Diaz and
Morris’s book, or from a day spent with anybody who runs one: it’s exhausting, albeit exciting, to do it
yourself."
(The New Yorker)

“It’s been thirty-five years since the last comprehensive examination of little magazines, during which time
the advent of the Internet and evolving publishing constrictions have presented unique challenges to these
little engines that could. Morris and Diaz’s anthology…addresses these challenges and the ways in which
many little magazines have turned them into advantages, including the opportunity for more and specialized
promotion and differentiation. Public discussion and debate is essential to literary and artistic work, and
these essays speak to the opportunity for this collective conversation to reach a wider audience in the digital
age. The Little Magazine in Contemporary America is a welcome and compelling update, one that offers
substantive hope for the future and continued significance of its subject.”
(Newcity)

"Little magazines are crucial to the literary health of our country. Today, we are inundated with a bottom-
line publishing ideal. In the face of conglomerate money culture, we need our littles more than ever. This
book is essential."
(Bill Henderson, founder and editor of Pushcart Press)

"The Little Magazine in Contemporary America is a fascinating set of responses to the two great changes in
writing and reading since 1980.  The first is the internet, which has given a new face to the drive of letters
toward action-for-change, enabling immediate distribution of readers’ insights in answer to the work of
artists—and in answer to postings by other web readers.  A little magazine today can speak to audiences who
never read the magazine itself; they can gather around the magazine’s comment sites for warmth, argument,
and validation. The second great change in the world of letters during the past 35 years is the transformative
effect of creative nonfiction as a cross-genre mode.  For it has encouraged heady mixtures and a renewal of
rhetorical poise in the art of many fine poets and prose writers, breathing delight into the work of making it
new."
(Mary Kinzie, Northwestern University)

"At the zenith of print culture, modernist writers aspired to renew civilization or dynamite it, to subvert
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consumer capitalism or make a name or a buck from it, in a relatively new print genre—the little magazine.
Morris and Diaz have now asked a score of the little magazine editors and writers who have shaped our own
literary culture to reflect on the present and future of the genre “during the most radical paradigm shift since
the invention of movable type.” This collection reassures us that the internet not only affords new modes of
writing and reading but also leaves plenty of room for print experiments—from zines and boxes of printed
documents to the survivals of modernist-era or university-based magazines.  Future readers will look back
to The Little Magazine in Contemporary America as a key document of the American literary periodicals of
our age."
(Mark Morrisson, Pennsylvania State University)

"Little magazines, known for their experimental nature and independent spirit, are the focus of this absorbing
collection of essays, written by leading editors working over the past thirty years. This fascinating anthology
brings to life the literary, cultural, and political landscapes intrinsic to avant-garde publications and deepens
our understanding of their immense significance. This book takes its rightful place on library shelves next to
earlier classics The Little Magazine: A History and Bibliography and The Little Magazine in America.  It’s
an indispensable tool for scholars and a great read!"

(Karen Gisonny, New York Public Library)

“The Little Magazine in Contemporary America is an important book—one that is long overdue. It provides
a different perspective on the role of little magazines that is valuable and not readily available anywhere
elsewhere. Particularly impressive are Jane Friedman’s and Don Share’s essays, which wrap up the entire
volume brilliantly, both giving a sense of the potential for independent magazines in the future while
acknowledging the rich history of the past.”
(Jodee Stanley, University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana)

About the Author

Ian Morris has taught courses on literature, writing, and publishing at Lake Forest College and Columbia
College. He was managing editor of TriQuarterly magazine for over a decade and is the founding editor of
Fifth Star Press and the author of the novel When Bad Things Happen to Rich People. Joanne Diaz is
associate professor of English at Illinois Wesleyan University. She was an assistant editor at TriQuarterly
and is the author of two collections of poetry, The Lessons and My Favorite Tyrants.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Earl Sanders:

This The Little Magazine in Contemporary America is great guide for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having The Little Magazine in Contemporary America in your hand like having the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute
right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt this?
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Cliff Boyd:

Beside this kind of The Little Magazine in Contemporary America in your phone, it might give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have The Little Magazine in Contemporary America because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Robert Burmeister:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list is usually The Little Magazine in Contemporary America. This book and that
is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Glory Ruiz:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Little Magazine in Contemporary America can make you feel more interested to
read.
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