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In 1598, the first English convent was established in Brussels and was to be
followed by a further 21 enclosed convents across Flanders and France with more
than 4,000 women entering them over a 200-year period. In theory they were cut
off from the outside world; however, in practice the nuns were not isolated and
their contacts and networks spread widely, and their communal culture was
sophisticated. Not only were the nuns influenced by continental intellectual
culture but they in turn contributed to a developing English Catholic identity
moulded by their experience in exile. During this time, these nuns and the Mary
Ward sisters found outlets for female expression often unavailable to their
secular counterparts, until the French Revolution and its associated violence
forced the convents back to England. This interdisciplinary collection
demonstrates the cultural importance of the English convents in exile from 1600
to 1800 and is the first collection to focus solely on the English convents.
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In 1598, the first English convent was established in Brussels and was to be followed by a further 21
enclosed convents across Flanders and France with more than 4,000 women entering them over a 200-year
period. In theory they were cut off from the outside world; however, in practice the nuns were not isolated
and their contacts and networks spread widely, and their communal culture was sophisticated. Not only were
the nuns influenced by continental intellectual culture but they in turn contributed to a developing English
Catholic identity moulded by their experience in exile. During this time, these nuns and the Mary Ward
sisters found outlets for female expression often unavailable to their secular counterparts, until the French
Revolution and its associated violence forced the convents back to England. This interdisciplinary collection
demonstrates the cultural importance of the English convents in exile from 1600 to 1800 and is the first
collection to focus solely on the English convents.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This is an important book in many respects. The editors have assembled fourteen chapters that bring
together in one volume much impressive work that has been undertaken recently... The volume is
exceptionally well-presented... An unexpected delight in a work of this nature is the collection of twenty-
eight colour illustrations - many of them never seen widely before or never seen in colour... this is a book not
to be missed by all with an interest in Catholic history, women's history, cultural history, the history of
female religious, or just 'history' in this period.' Historians of Women Religious of Britain and Ireland '... the
book is beautifully produced and contains twenty-eight stunning color plates... the collection as a whole
inaugurates an exciting new era in scholarship on the exilic convents, and will no doubt prove to be
invaluable to researchers in religious history, women's literature, book history, art history, and musicology.'
Recusant History 'The studies presented here will, therefore, offer food for thought for scholars in history, art
history, literature, and religion, and ensure that the English convents on the Continent can no longer be
isolated from early modern scholarship.' Renaissance Quarterly 'Caroline Bowden and James E. Kelly have
produced a much-needed and very useful collection of essays. ... that any early modern British historian
should have on their shelf, because it paves the way for further work on the Catholic component of the
"British problem:" Sixteenth Century Journal 'This lively and far-ranging interdisciplinary collection
performs a remarkable service in bringing to public attention a group whose lives and works have long been
victim to history's silencing of women ... a welcome addition to an invaluable body of scholarship.' Journal
of Jesuit Studies 'This volume makes an invaluable contribution to the history of early modern women, and is
a vital text for scholars of early modern literature, women's writing, religion and culture more generally.'
Renaissance Studies

About the Author
Caroline Bowden is Research Fellow and former Project Manager of the ’Who were the Nuns?’ project
funded by the AHRC at Queen Mary, University of London, and has published a number of papers on
women’s education and learning and the English convents in exile. James E. Kelly is post-doctoral fellow at
Durham University’s Centre for Catholic Studies, Project Manager of the ’Nuns’ project at Queen Mary’s
and researches post-Reformation Catholic history in Europe and Britain.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Williams:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The English Convents in Exile, 1600–1800:
Communities, Culture and Identity (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700). You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book The English Convents in
Exile, 1600–1800: Communities, Culture and Identity (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
go through.
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Dione Wicker:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The English Convents in Exile,
1600–1800: Communities, Culture and Identity (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) book because this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Dawn Campbell:

This The English Convents in Exile, 1600–1800: Communities, Culture and Identity (Catholic Christendom,
1300-1700) is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The English Convents in Exile,
1600–1800: Communities, Culture and Identity (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten
or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Holly Murphy:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book The English Convents in Exile, 1600–1800: Communities, Culture and Identity
(Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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